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my girlfriend with the comfort of my Father and my family, 

Jesus nudged me back to Outpost Ministries.  I had  

been there in the past but with a chip on my shoulder and 

a hardened heart.  I finally gave in and made an appoint-

ment with Nate Oyloe.  I will never forget si"ng in the 

prayer chapel with him and pouring out my pain and bro-

kenness.  When I was done telling my tale, Nate asked me 

one simple ques%on.  I thought he’d say, “What are you 

willing to do to become straight?”  Instead, he gently asked 

me, “What are you willing to do to get back your rela%on-

ship with the Lord?”  A,er pondering this unexpected 

ques%on, my heart answered for me as my lips said, 

“Anything.”   

 

 My answer launched me into an 

intense year-and-a-half of healing. I 

met with Nate each week, I endured 

and allowed myself to be remolded 

by the Living Waters program, and I spent hour a,er hour 

with the Lord, reading His Word and listening to the Holy 

Spirit speak life into me once again.  

  

At the beginning of my healing journey, I s%ll wasn’t 

sure if I really could be healed of my same-sex a1rac%ons, 

and I wasn’t sure that I would follow God if I couldn’t be 

healed. Soon enough, however, the Lord spoke to me 

through the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in 

the book of Daniel.  These men were about to be thrown 

into a fiery furnace unless they bowed down to King Nebu-

chadnezzar’s golden statue.  These men’s response 

changed my faith.  They said,  

 

If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God 
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G 
od, if this rela%onship is truly wrong in your 

eyes and you really want me to let her go, 

please help us get out of our rela%onship.”   

 

I prayed this half-hearted prayer in June 2011, and my 

life has since been forever changed.  The Lord answered 

my prayer three weeks a,er I prayed it. My girlfriend’s 

family found out about our secret rela%onship, and she 

retreated to them.  I didn’t chase a,er her as I knew that 

the exposure of our rela%onship was clearly God’s answer 

to my quiet plea.  

 

A,er the breakup, my heart 

was broken beyond what I 

thought could be repaired.  I ex-

pected God to come at me with 

crushing truths such as, “I told you 

so,” and, “You deserve this pain 

for disobeying my commandments.”  He would have been 

absolutely righteous in doing so. I had always known the 

truth about homosexuality, that God’s Word forbids its 

prac%ce.   

 

Instead, however, the Lord comforted me in a super-

natural way.  I could feel His dis%nct presence holding me 

close as snot and tears ran down my face each day that 

summer.  Instead of accusa%ons, He whispered gently to 

me.  “I’m so sorry.  I’m sorry that you lost someone you 

loved, and I’m sorry that you struggle with same-sex 

a1rac%ons. I love you more than you can possibly imag-

ine, and we will get through this together.”   

 

A,er several months of simply mourning the loss of 

Lord, I believe you will heal me of 

my same-sex a�rac�ons, but even 

if you don’t . . .  
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whom we serve is able to save us.  He will rescue us from your power, Your 

Majesty.  But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your Maj-

esty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you 

have set up (Daniel 3:17-18, NLT).   

 

This was it!  God was calling me to surrender my life in this same way.  

That fall I declared, “Lord I believe that you will heal me of my same-sex a1rac-

%ons, but even if you don’t, I will never again bow down and worship the idol 

of homosexuality.” 

 

Our Lord is a jealous God.  He desires our full affec%ons and allegiance.  

“Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching,” Jesus declares in John 14:23.  

From the point in which I declared my allegiance to Jesus Christ, my healing re-

ally began to take place.  I would follow Jesus into any fiery furnace because 

my love for Him from my youth had returned.  I now loved this God-Man with 

everything that I had.  He has never let me down.  

 

Once my heart was with fully commi1ed to the Lord, I began to trust and 

love Him in a new way.  As I began to relearn His character through %me spent 

with Him as well as with Outpost’s life-changing help, He slowly began to re-

store my iden%ty as a woman.  He began speaking truths to me such as, “You 

are my daughter.”  “You are my princess.”  “I have made you a woman and 

have said that it is good.”  For the first %me in my life, I began agreeing with 

God.  Romans 12:2 became reality in my life as I allowed the Lord to transform 

the way that I thought.   

 

Although I am s%ll healing and transforming, the Lord conducted speedy 

recovery in my gender iden%ty and sexuality in about a year-and-a-half.  In the 

fall of 2012, He called me to work for Outpost Ministries, the ministry that had 

quite literally saved my life.  I quickly refused as I declared, “God, I will NOT 

fundraise!”  A,er being denied applica%on a,er applica%on, month a,er 

month, for what I thought were “real jobs, I finally gave in to the Lord’s calling 

on my life.  I began to fundraise to help others impacted by homosexuality.  

Just as God provided healing for my iden%ty and sexual healing, He also pro-

vided for me financially.  I trained for nine months under Nate Oyloe as I 

sought to learn the work of Outpost.   

 

For two years, I have been mee%ng with women to help them overcome 

what, at first, seems to them like impossible situa%ons.  Alongside this respon-

sibility, I have also worked as Outpost’s Office Manager.  At the beginning of 

this year, I was offered the posi%on of Community Fundraiser since my individ-

ual fundraising efforts had been flourishing.  I smile as I think of the irony of 

the situa%on.  A once extremely stubborn, “non-fundraising” woman now rais-

es funds for the ministry she holds dear to her heart.  I am excited to share the 

good news about the healing and res-

tora%on that Jesus Christ has to offer 

as I envision many to financially sup-

port the miracles that happen at Out-

post on a daily basis. 

 

 

Outpost News is published 11 months a year by 
Outpost, Inc. and is sent free upon request. An 
annual donation of $30 is appreciated to cover 

printing and postage costs. 
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Ariel Liesch is passionate 
about Outpost, the 
Green Bay Packers and 
her motorcycle. 

Congratulations to Paul Gunderson 
(pictured here with wife Elaine) 
on celebrating his 80th birthday 
in January! Paul and Elaine cur-
rently serve on our Living Waters 
leadership team. Paul has been a 
huge blessing to many and has 
been volunteering with Outpost on 
and off since the ministry’s early 
years. 



For the ministry of this service is not 

only supplying the needs of the saints, 

but is also overflowing in many thanks-

givings to God. —2 Corinthians 9:12 

 

I hope that you’ll be a1ending our 

Pure Joy event on March 27
th

.  If you 

come, you’ll hear exci%ng stories of 

how God has transformed lives through 

the ministry of Outpost.  Since its incep-

%on almost 40 years ago, countless men 

and women are living changed lives as a 

result of par%cipa%ng in our programs. 

So we are “overflowing in many 

thanksgiving to God.”  We thank Him 

for his life-changing power, and we 

thank Him for your generous giving that 

makes what we do here possible.  With-

out your financial partnership, this min-

istry would not exist.  On behalf of our 

en%re staff, thank you!! 

Revenues have dipped below ex-

penses for the six-month period ending 

February 28
th

.  Please join us in prayer 

that contribu%ons will be strong in the 

coming months. 

 

 

Dave Osborn 

Chief Financial Officer 

Praises & Prayer 

Praise God for His con%nued wisdom, 

protec%on and provision for the Outpost 

board, leadership and staff. 

Praise God for the 19 men and women 

who will complete the 20-week Living 

Waters program by the end of March.   

Pray for the gradua%ng Living Waters 

par%cipants, that they will con%nue their 

healing journey well beyond the program. 

Pray for healing for Chantal, Prayer 

Room Coordinator, of Adrenal Fa%gue 

and for Alicia, Worship Coordinator and 

HR Manager, of mono.  Pray for a miracu-

lously speedy recovery for these women.  

Signs of healing are occurring!  

Pray for the grace for staff to "ask" for fi-

nancial partners as they ac%vely raise 

support.  

Pray for a successful Pure Joy event on 

March 27th. 

Pray for increased organiza%on, commu-

nica%on and unity as a ministry and as a 

staff.  

Events Financial Picture 

3/19 Dale speaks at Marie Sandvik Center, 

Minneapolis, MN 

3/23 Ariel speaks at Union Gospel Mis-

sion, St. Paul, MN 

3/27 Pure Joy! Celebra9on, Northbrook 

Alliance Church 

4/7 JHOP Solemn Assembly, 8 AM-10 PM, 

Northbrook Alliance Church, Brooklyn 

Center, MN 

4/11 Nate H. speaks to the Women’s Mis-

sionary Federa%on, Williston, ND 

4/12 Nate H. speaks at the Associa%on 

Free Lutheran Church in Williston, ND 

4/17-18 Onething Regional, Redeeming 

Love Church, Maplewood, MN 

4/26 Dan speaks at Berean Bap%st Church, 

Burnsville, MN 

5/1-3 Nate O. speaks at First Bap%st 

Church, Minot, ND 

5/3 Ariel speaks at Berean Bap%st Church, 

Burnsville, MN 



O53 Here’s a gift of:        $25      $50    $100   $500      $1000  $5,000 Other: $      

This gift is to support the ministry of _____________________________ (List name of staff member) 

Name:         Circle card type:  

Address:        Card Number:        

City, State, ZIP:       Name on Card:        

Phone: (    )    -    Signature:         

E-mail:         Expiration Date:  /   (MM/YY)   

         Credit Card Gifts: I authorize Outpost, Inc., to charge my credit card for the above amount.                                                    
      Should I choose to cancel this transaction, I will contact Outpost within 24 hours at 763-592-4700 or 

OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org. 
 
Outpost Ministries is exempt from federal income taxes per IRS Code 501(c)(3) which requires that Outpost, Inc. must maintain 
complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds. Your gift designation preference will be honored up to the 
amount needed for that designation. Excess funds will be applied where needed most. All gifts to Outpost are tax-deductible; 
no goods or services are provided in connection with these gifts. Outpost is a member in good standing of the Evangelical 
Council for Financial Accountability (www.ECFA.org). We’re a charity you can trust.  

   Please Cut Along Dotted Line and Return With Your Donation    
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