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understanding and inspired care. This is a person who 

looks in the mirror and hates the reflec�on. He or she 

believes that self-acceptance lies in becoming the oth-

er gender. Wrong. I have worked with several persons 

whose ‘fantasy gender selves’ arose in response to 

profound distress. Their fantasy selves became the 

prison. It is a joyful labor of love to accompany the 

gender afflicted out of unreality and into the truth of 

their real selves.  

 

Spiritual and emo�onal interven�on makes sense. 

Why? We cannot change our genders. Guess what? 

Bruce Jenner is s�ll a man! The 

only real choice we have is to 

make peace with the gender of 

our birth. Nevertheless, we must 

recognize that our gender iden�-

�es (the psychological adjust-

ment we make to our gender) are 

subject to profound frustra�on. We may feel chroni-

cally inadequate to master certain ‘gender’ tasks, or 

experience repulsion over one’s body type combined 

with a persistent desire to have different body traits. 

 

The gender-afflicted need inspired therapy, not 

surgery. It is cruel to subject a vulnerable soul to 

knives and implants and alien hormones. We do not 

‘cure’ an anorexic by exercising fat from her body be-

cause she feels fat any more than we ‘cure’ a man 

who feels like a woman by cu2ng off his penis. We 

help him make peace with his intrinsic manhood, just  

 

How to Love a Vulnerable Friend: 
Responding to the ‘Transgendered’ 

 
By Andrew Comiskey, Used by Permission of Desert Stream Ministries 

F 
irst, thank you for your commitment to your 

friend. Some�mes devout, energized per-

sons like you can help prevent an already 

vulnerable soul from doing further injury. I 

realize your friend is on the verge of doing just that 

by pursuing gender reassignment surgery.   

 

Gender is not a product of the mind; it is a fact of 

our birth. To be sure, your friend has a deep conflict 

with his or her true gender self, for which one must 

only be compassionate. Such compassion flows from 

the truth. Your friend has a gender self and to be at 

odds with that truth is a serious 

afflic�on. Your advocacy may 

help him or her to begin to re-

solve this iden�ty confusion in 

the right way.  

 

Your friend is not hearing 

the truth today, only pre5y lies. To paraphrase Dr. 

Paul McHugh, the idea that gender is a ma5er of 

choice remains unques�oned in our culture and is 

u5erly without scien�fic founda�on. Studies reveal 

that in spite of terrific costs to all family members, 

gender reassignment surgery does not result in hap-

piness but the same or worse mental health condi-

�ons than existed before the surgery, including drug 

addic�ons, psycho�c disorders and the risk of sui-

cide.  

 

Your friend is vulnerable to robbers and needs  

 

Your friend is imprisoned by 

the lie that ‘feelings’ can and 

should determine biological 

gender. 
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Jo in Outpost  Ministr ies and 
the Twin Cities Justice House of 
Prayer for a ten-week internship 
that will deepen your under-
standing of the Word of God, 
awaken your heart in the place 
of prayer, and allow you to dig 
deep into what it means to be 
w h o l e .  E m a i l  u s  a t  o u t -
postinfo@outpostministries for 
more information or an intern-
ship application.  Hurry, the ap-
plication deadline is June 1!  

as we help the anorexic adjust to a true body image.  

 

Your friend is imprisoned by the lie that ‘feelings’ can and should 

determine biological gender. Wrong. God determines our gender and 

we must work that out in fear and trembling. Yes, Jesus is the door 

that swings out from the prison, and yes, we must open it. Praise 

Him—we can do so in the light of Divine Mercy and merciful friends 

like you.  

 

For this transforma�on, we need en�re faith communi�es. I 

would suggest that you check out our offerings at Desert Stream/

Living Waters (desertstream.org), the na�onal Restored Hope Net-

work of ministries (restoredhopenetwork.org), and the interna�onal 

network of Courage (couragerc.org). Please stay in touch. If your 

friend and family 

want to come out 

and meet with some 

of our staff, please 

let us know.  

 

—Andrew 
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Outpost, Inc. and is sent free upon request. An 
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Building Campaign Update 
By Dave Osborn 

 
It is a privilege to report that the 

Lord has been s�rring hearts on our 

behalf since the Building Campaign 

kicked off on January 1
st

.  His hand 

of blessing was on our two fund- 

raising events in April.  The Building 

Fund has a balance of over $64,000 

net of fund raising costs as of April 

30th.   

Along with these giGs, many 

have no�fied us of their inten�ons 

to give on an ongoing basis and 

have set up electronic recurring 

contribu�ons.  Thank you for sup-

por�ng us in this way!  We will con�nue to update you periodically 

on our progress in this three-year endeavor.  Please join us in pray-

ing that God would con�nue s�rring hearts on our behalf, and that 

He would allow us to purchase a building in His �ming. 

ANDREW COMISKEY, M. Div., is Execu-

�ve Director/Founder of Desert 

Stream Ministries since 1980 and is 

Chairman of the Board for Restored 

Hope Network.  



 

Then rose up the heads of the fa-

thers’ houses of Judah and Benja-

min, and the priests and the Levites, 

everyone who whose spirit God had 

s$rred to go up to rebuild the house 

of the LORD.  —Ezra 1:5 (ESV) 

 

When God wants to accomplish 

something, nothing can stop Him!  

And the prophet gives us a peek into 

how he works.  He (and only He) can 

prompt hearts to bring about His 

divine purposes.  Check out the 

Building Campaign Update, page 2. 

As indicated in the chart above, 

Outpost's revenues are ahead of ex-

penses by slightly over $21,000 as of 

March 31.   

We are thankful for a significant 

up�ck in donor support during the 

month that contributed to the sur-

plus.  

 

Dave Osborn,  

Execu�ve Pastor 

Prayer Requests  

Praise God for His provision and a 

very encouraging start to our three-

year Building Campaign, raising over 

$60,000 so far! 

Praise God for providing a new space 

to rent as of June 1!  AGer seven gra-

cious years in Brooklyn Center, we are 

moving back to the Robbinsdale area. 

Pray that the Lord will con�nue to 

raise up more ministry partners to 

sow into our Building Campaign, as 

well as into our ongoing general fund 

and staff support. 

Pray for a successful Understanding 

Homosexuality Seminar in Baxter, 

MN.  Pray for spiritual and physical 

safety for staff as they travel and 

speak. 

Pray for a smooth transi�on—

mentally and physically for our staff, 

for our technology and equipment, 

and for our par�cipants—as we pack 

up our offices and move the last week 

in May.   

 

Ministry Events Financial Picture 

4/2 House of Prayer Dessert Recep-

�on, Northbrook Alliance Church, 

Brooklyn Center, MN 

4/16 Outpost Building Campaign Ban-

quet, Earle Brown Center, Brooklyn 

Center, MN 

4/18-20 Dan a5ended Chris�an & 

Missionary Alliance Annual District & 

Prayer Conference, Elk River, MN 

5/13 Ian and Ma5 speak to the youth 

group at  Christ Community Church, 

Waseca, MN 

5/21 Outpost Staff present Under-

standing Homosexuality Seminar, 9 

AM-1 PM, Journey North Church, Bax-

ter, MN. Walk-in registra�on begins at 

8 AM.   

6/12 Dan speaks at Maple Plain Com-

munity Church, Maple Plain, MN 

6/24-25 Restored Hope Network Con-

ference, Orland Park, IL 

10/15 Called Out of Darkness and Out-

post Ministries’ 40th Anniversary Cele-

bra�on, Loca�on TBD 

—Register at RestoredHopeNetwork.org— 



ON65 Here’s a gift of:       $25      $50    $100   $500      $1000  $5,000 Other: $      

This gift is to support the ministry of ____________________________ (List staff name or write Building Campaign) 

Name:         Circle card type:  

Address:        Card Number:        

City, State, ZIP:       Name on Card:        

Phone: (    )    -    Signature:         

E-mail:         Expiration Date:  /   (MM/YY)   

Credit Card Gifts: I authorize Outpost, Inc., to charge my credit card for the above amount.                                                 
       Should I choose to cancel this transaction, I will contact Outpost within 24 hours at 763-592-4700 or email      
       OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org. 
 

Outpost Ministries is exempt from federal income taxes per IRS Code 501(c)(3) which requires that Outpost, Inc. must maintain complete 
discretion and control over the use of all donated funds. Your gift designation preference will be honored up to the amount needed for that 
designation. Excess funds will be applied where needed most. All gifts to Outpost are tax-deductible; no goods or services are provided in 
connection with these gifts. We’re a charity you can trust.  
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