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of the line in pain, sharing her story for the first �me, 

and there may be tears before the call is over. 

For those of us afflicted with SSA, how are we to 

view this unexpected, unwanted turn of events? 

There are all sorts of responses ranging from anger to 

hopelessness, to blaming others, to rebellion. We’ve 

seen all of these responses, and many of us have 

dealt with them in our own hearts. But for followers 

of Christ, is there any instruc�on in God’s Word that 

will help us rightly view this weakness that has over-

taken us? 

The Apostle Paul deals with 

weakness squarely in 2 Corinthi-

ans 12. Afflicted with his own 

“thorn in the flesh”, he says “I 

pleaded with the Lord about this, 

that it should leave me. But he 

said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weakness’” (v. 8–10, ESV). 

 The Lord did not take away Paul’s afflic�on. In-

stead, he gave Paul something be<er.  

I’ve heard many tes�monies from those with un-

wanted SSA, and it is not uncommon to hear believ-

ers say that this unique afflic�on led them to Christ. If 

life had been all good and hadn’t been made messy 

by SSA, they would have never known their need for 

a Savior and entered into a life-changing, joy-

producing rela�onship with Him. It’s true for me as 

well. It has been a rough and painful road, but SSA 

was the street that led me to Christ as a lost 18 year-

Power Perfected 
By Dave Osborn, Used by Permission 

W 
hile same-sex a<rac�on (SSA) has 

been present for all of human histo-

ry, how it is viewed has changed 

over �me. It wasn’t long ago that 

SSA was rarely discussed and viewed by some as the 

worst sin imaginable. In recent years, it is celebrat-

ed—demonstrated by massive parades in major 

ci�es around the world—and considered to be a 

source of pride. 

Ask our par�cipants to describe their experience 

of unwanted SSA, however, and 

you will hear words like painful, 

suffering, and weakness. (Do 

marchers in the gay pride pa-

rades experience the same 

pain? Perhaps, but that is a top-

ic for another �me.) It is a 

unique brand of unseen pain. 

We know that we are different than about 98% of 

the popula�on and that life has sent us on a strange, 

unasked-for trajectory. Rela�onships with the same 

sex are difficult and can be confusing. Rela�onships 

with the opposite sex are not what they should be, 

and we know it. We wonder what the future holds. 

Joys that are rou�ne and second nature to the gen-

eral popula�on seem far off. This isn’t the life that 

we had in mind for ourselves. 

At Outpost, we are accustomed to hearing these 

stories of weakness, pain, and struggle on a regular 

basis. Indeed, we know that every �me the tele-

phone rings, there may be a caller on the other end 

If you have been afflicted with 

same-sex a�rac�on, it is true that 

you’ve been dealt a tough hand. 

But if it leads you to Jesus, you have 

the very best that life has to offer.   
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old. And not only did it lead me to Him ini�ally, but it has also led me to 

His throne of grace day aGer day ever since. Thankfully, He has never 

failed to meet me there. 

Jason Meyer, Senior Pastor of Bethlehem Bap�st Church in Minne-

apolis, shared in a sermon, “God’s solu�on for earthly suffering is not 

to take away the pain and the problems and make earth a paradise. His 

solu�on is to give us more of Himself so that we have enough to make 

it through our struggles and our trials” (“Boas�ng Like a Weakling,” 

May 30, 2015.) If you have been afflicted with SSA, it is true that you’ve 

been dealt a tough hand. But if it leads you to Jesus, you have the very 

best that life has to offer—the pearl of great price, the treasure hidden 

in a field. “Every heart is restless un�l it finds its rest in Thee,” accord-

ing to Augus�ne in his Confessions, and you have found the rest in 

Christ that every heart longs for. He is with you con�nually. He has paid 

for every sin you’ve commi<ed. He hears every cry of your heart. 

The long haul of SSA also gives one power. “My power is made per-

fect in weakness,” Jesus spoke to Paul, leading him to a 180 degree 

turn on his view of the thorn in his flesh. “I am content with weakness-

es . . . for when I am weak, then I am strong” (v. 10). Through this afflic-

�on, we have come to know a victory that, in our own strength, we 

never would have won. Christ is in the process of transforming us, mak-

ing us strong in the broken places, not strong in the strong places. As 

Pastor Meyer put it, “Paul is pleased with being a weak canvas because 

weak canvases are the only ones that Christ will paint upon” (“When I 

Am Weak, Then I Am Strong,” June 6, 2015.)  

This wonderful truth frees us from self-pity. Yes, the experience of 

SSA is a profound challenge, but God is seLng us up for profound 

strength. The strongest people on the planet have been saddled with 

the most challenging circumstances. SSA is preparing us to join them. 

Why? Because “He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no 

might he increases strength” (Isaiah 40:29).  

So if you are dealing with your own issues of unwanted same-sex 

a<rac�on, take heart. The piercing arrow of SSA need not penetrate 

your armor. Pick it up and put it in your quiver. It carries grace and 

power and is making you into mighty 

men and women of God. He is giving 

you more of Himself, and He is pre-

paring you for an eternal weight of 

glory beyond all comparison.  

Outpost News is published 11 months a year and 
is sent free upon request. An annual donation of 
$30 is appreciated to cover printing and postage 

costs. 
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DAVE OSBORN is Execu�ve Pastor 

at Twin Ci�es Jus�ce House of Pray-

er and prac�ces his life-coaching 

skills at Outpost Ministries.  

Wanting to give to Outpost Ministries on Minnesota’s Give to the Max Day on Novem-

ber 17? Consider giving a donation directly to Outpost! 

Because we are newly incorporated as Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer and have not yet applied 

for 501(c)3 status, we are not eligible this year to receive donations through GiveMN.org. By giving 

directly to Outpost, we will actually pay LESS third party service fees. Visit outpostministries.org or 

download the EasyTithe app on your smart phone.  Search for “Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer” 

with zip code “55422”. You can then select to give to Outpost or any person on staff. 

Faithful, a CD of five original worship songs by 

TCJHOP worship leaders, is now available at out-

postministries.org. Select “Support Us”  and 

“Shop” in the drop-down menu. Think Christmas 
stocking stuffers! 



From the Director 

I recently met with a young man struggling 

to find hope. Struggling with unwanted same-

sex a<rac�on (SSA) is hard; struggling with SSA 

in our society is even harder. My heart breaks 

for these young ones desperately trying to obey 

Jesus in a culture which tells them that the way 

to fulfillment and joy is to embrace their flesh. 

Much of the Church is saying the same thing.  

Jesus’ message has never changed. In order 

to find what we are looking for, we must first 

deny our flesh and take up our cross. This is the 

first step in following King Jesus. There is simply 

no other way.  

This can be a hard word for millennials. 

Growing up with the world at their finger�ps 

has had its downside. Suffering isn’t sexy or 

glamorous, and what’s more, it hurts. So what 

will mo�vate the next genera�on through trial 

and tribula�on? What will cause their hearts to 

persevere? 

The answer is this: eternal rewards. This is 

how Jesus mo�vates the Church in the book of 

Revela�on. To him who overcomes, He says, 

• I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is 

in the midst of the Paradise of God (2:7, 

NKJV). 

• I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. 

And I will give him a white stone, and on the 

stone a new name wri en which no one 

knows except him who receives it (2:17). 

• I will give power over the na"ons (2:26). 

• I will give him the morning star (2:28). 

• I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I 

also overcame and sat down with My Father 

on His throne (3:21). 

There are those in Christendom who want 

their best life now. I, on the other hand, am liv-

ing for another age. This is how we need to be 

envisioning the next genera�on. We are but pil-

grims in this land; this world is not our home. 

Jesus has gone to prepare an amazing, eternal 

dwelling place for the saints, and we will live 

there with Him FOREVER. Un�l then, we can 

echo the words of Paul from 2 Corinthians 4:17: 

For our light afflic"on, which is but for a mo-

ment, is working for us a far more exceed-

ing and eternal weight of glory. 

I long for the next genera�on to walk in 

glory forever. That is one of the primary reasons 

I do what I do. Thanks for your support as we at 

Outpost con�nue to partner with the Holy Spirit 

in raising up a genera�on in God’s love and 

power! 

  

Nate Oyloe,  

Outpost Director & TCJHOP Senior Pastor 

Financial Update Ministry Events 

10/9 Nate and Dave R. preached 

and presented Dis"nc"ons Seminar 

at Faith Community Church, New 

Richmond, WI 

10/11-13 40 hours of con�nuous 

worship and intercession, TCJHOP 

Prayer Room, Robbinsdale, MN  

10/15 Called Out of Darkness and 

Outpost Ministries’ 40th Anniver-

sary Celebra�on, Hope Presbyterian 

Church, Richfield, MN 

10/26 Dan spoke at ACTS Bible Col-

lege, Blaine, MN 

10/30 Nate preached at First Bap�st 

Church, Minot, ND 

11/9 Nate and Jean spoke to the 

youth group at Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Hudson, WI  

Prayer Requests 

Praise God for a successful Called 

Out of Darkness Celebra�on on Octo-

ber 15! 

Praise God for con�nued protec�on 

of our staff and their families. 

Pray for a significant increase in our 

finances as we near the close of 

2016. 

Pray for perseverance and a sense of 

hope for each one of our par�cipants 

in Joshua Fellowship, our group for 

young men. 

Pray for spiritual and physical healing 

for our staff. Some have been experi-

encing serious health issues; others 

have recently experienced the deaths 

of family members. 

There is much to love about working at 

Outpost. God has raised up a wonderful team 

who desires to serve the Lord and his people. 

Many of us have wrestled through the difficul-

�es of same-sex a<rac�on on some level, and 

we want to be conduits of the freedom, heal-

ing, and encouragement that we have re-

ceived of the Lord.  

But we are in the midst of a significant 

challenge and we want you, our partners in 

ministry, to be aware of it. 

While 2015 was full of financial blessing, 

2016 has been financially challenging. Month-

ly net losses have accumulated to the extent 

we are now in a �ght spot. Last week, we 

made the painful decision to make an across-

the-board pay reduc�on of 20%. This will be a 

difficult blow to many of our staff, who are 

not compensated highly to begin with.  (We 

reported recently that we have a growing 

building fund, but in accordance with the do-

nors’ inten�ons, it is not available to us to pay 

for opera�ng expenses, such as wages, rent, 

and ministry expenses.)  

Your prayers for us during this season are 

deeply appreciated. We know that God is our 

provider, and prayer is powerful in �mes of 

trouble. 

Will you also consider a financial giG to 

the ministry at this �me? Whether you donate 

to the general fund or support one of our 

staff, now would be a great �me to step up 

and help. Our staff is hard-working and dedi-

cated, and it is painful to cut their paychecks 

as the holidays approach. 

Thank you in advance, friends and sup-

porters for your help to Outpost. God will not 

overlook your generous giving to the needs of 

the saints! 

 

Dave Osborn, Execu�ve Pastor 
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Outpost is a ministry of the Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer, which is incorporated under the Minnesota Nonprofit Corporation Act. Con-
tributions are solicited with the understanding that Outpost has complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds. For ques-
tions or to make an additional contribution, contact our Donor Relations Manager, 763-592-4700 x114. No goods or services are provided in 
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Inside: A Word for Weaklings  


