
Outpost Ministries was formed in 1976 to meet the needs of men and women seeking freedom from unwanted same-sex attractions. We 
offer teaching, encouragement and support to individuals and families impacted by homosexuality in the Twin Cities area of Minneapolis-
St. Paul and address the Church in the Upper Midwest on related topics. Outpost also offers help to those dealing with sexual and rela-
tional brokenness related to the opposite sex. Partnering with God the Father, we welcome the broken-hearted and hurting. 
For more information, visit OutpostMinistries.org, email OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org or call 763-592-4700.  

before I could take the next step of surrender and confess 

this struggle to another person. Each �me I brought it out 

into the open, it weakened the pull of my addic�on and 

strengthened my bond with another man in a healthy and 

legi�mate way. There was freedom in admi�ng that I was 

powerless, that I struggled with same-sex a rac�ons. But 

just surrendering to the reality that I was powerless over 

sin and lust and ac�ng out wasn’t enough. I needed help; 

I needed to surrender to something or someone outside 

of myself and my own pa�erns of thinking.  

  

It was terrifying to come to Outpost for the first �me. 

But eventually, this became a safe 

place for me and a refuge for my 

soul. There was also great promise 

and hope here. I saw men figh�ng 

in strength, walking in the fullness 

of their masculinity, and I saw res-

tora�on. I liked what I saw, and I 

wanted it. So I gave myself to this 

process of recovery. I came every week. I shared during 

our small groups. I said yes to whatever the leaders chal-

lenged us to do. 

   

From that point, this journey has been a series of cliffs 

for me to jump off. Each �me, it has felt like I would drop 

into oblivion. Each �me, I had to surrender another part of 

my heart that I had been holding on to in defiance. I had 

to allow that part of my heart to become reconciled to 

God.  

When we were required to have an hour of listening 

prayer each day, it meant waking up earlier. And if that 

meant waking up at 4:30am, then I had to surrender my 

sleep. When I was s�ll struggling with pornography and 

isola�on, I had to surrender my independence and find a 

roommate. When I started to develop an emo�onally de-

pendent rela�onship with my best friend, I had to surren-

Waving the Flag of Surrender 
By Micah C., Used by Permission 

A 
s Chris�ans, we sing and talk about surrender 

all the �me. We o1en forget that surrender is 

a ba�le term. It means giving up all rights to 

the conqueror. When an army surrenders, the 

victors take complete control over their lives. When we 

surrender to God, we are declaring that He has won, we 

have been defeated and subdued, and we give ourselves 

over to God’s plan for our lives. 

 

I’m a proud person. I’ve always worked hard, and I 

have always go en what I’ve wanted. I studied hard and 

got a good degree and a well-paying job. I work out and 

eat well so that I have a strong 

body. I prac�ce so that I can be-

come a be er worship leader. 

  

But when it came to my sexual 

struggles, it was a completely 

different story. Growing up, I had a 

perceived lack of masculine affir-

ma�on, affec�on and acknowledgement in my life. When 

I discovered homosexual pornography, it was the perfect 

drug. These were men willing and ready to share in�macy 

and vulnerability with me. I could control these rela�on-

ships, and there was no risk on my end. What I didn’t real-

ize was that I was training my heart and my head to re-

ceive male love through this avenue only. 

  

It took six years of silent struggle and mental torture 

before I could write these words in my prayer journal, “I 

am struggling with homosexuality. God, I’m not asking for 

You to magically make it disappear, but I do want You to 

help me change my life. I know You have the power to in-

tervene and change me like nothing else can.” That was 

my first step in surrender.  

 

A1er that journal entry, it took another three years 

There’s going to be a big drop and a 

bunch of twists and turns. I can try 

to hold onto the handle bars and 

clench my teeth, or I can raise my 

hands and feel the rush.   
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der that rela�onship. 

 

When I pursued rela�onship with a woman, and she broke my heart, I had 

to surrender my singleness and my loneliness to God. When I moved into my 

own place again, I knew I couldn’t have internet. I had to surrender my conven-

ience and only use the internet at work 

  

Each step is another terrifying adventure where God asks, “Are you going to 

trust Me in this?” I have had to come to the end of myself and finally let God 

have a personal place in my life. And just when I think I’ve already given my all 

to God, He reveals another part of my heart I’m holding on to with a death 

grip. He asks me, “How can you receive more from Me when your hands are 

clenched �ghtly around this?” 

 

I need to constantly remind myself to trust in God. If I believe that God 

knows the deepest parts of my heart be�er than I know myself, then I can 

trust Him. If I believe that God knows what will truly make me come alive, 

then I can trust Him. 

 

I had to surrender my sleep for listening prayer, but this discipline has 

taught me how to hear God and how have in�macy with Him. I had to surrender 

my independence and live with roommates I couldn't stand, but with them, I 

learned about pa�ence. I had to surrender one of my best friends, but it was 

only in le�ng go that we could learn to love one another in a healthy way and 

have God bring a new depth to our friendship.  

 

I had to surrender my singleness and loneliness to God, but a1er that I be-

gan to appreciate being alone, and being alone with God. I had to surrender 

convenience by not having internet, but I haven’t struggled with pornography or 

masturba�on since moving to my new apartment. 

 

There’s an illustra�on that has helped me understand surrender: Imagine 

life as a rollercoaster. There’s going to be a big drop and bunch of twists and 

turns. I can try to hold onto the handle bars and clench my teeth, or I can raise 

my hands and feel the rush. Either way, I’m s�ll going to drop, and I’m s�ll going 
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to be held in. So why not just enjoy the 

ride? 

 

There can be so much death in surren-

dering and le�ng go. But there can also be 

so much peace and life when we finally 

give God space in our hearts. 

MICAH C. works as a healthcare profes-

sional and is a ministry leader in our Out-

post programming. 

Join us for our annual 

fundraising banquet on 

March 18, featuring IHOP

-KC worship leader Jus-

tin Rizzo and testimo-

nies of hope and heal-

ing. Tickets are $45/

person or $360 to spon-

sor a table. RSVP online  

at outpostministries.org/

banquet-2017.  



Praise God for mee�ng our financial 

needs nearly to the dollar by the end of 

2016! 

Pray for refreshment and encourage-

ment for our Elijah Company parents as 

they are empowered to fight for the 

truth of their child’s iden�ty.  

Pray for a strong financial start to 2017.   

Pray for smooth planning of our fund-

raising banquet March 18 and for a 

frui<ul event. 

Pray for spiritual and physical protec�on 

of our staff as they travel and speak. 

From the Director 

At Outpost we have an amazing group 

called Elijah Company for parents with sons 

and daughters dealing with same-sex a rac-

�ons. In Elijah Company, these parents have 

the opportunity to pray for one another and 

support each other in what can o1en be a 

very difficult and confusing �me.  

We want parents to feel empowered to 

fight for their children. We want them to be 

refreshed by the Holy Spirit. We want to en-

courage them that to fight for the truth of 

their child’s iden�ty is a good fight. And we 

want to exhort them to keep figh�ng even 

when the journey is long and discouraging. 

We want to equip them with prac�cal tools 

and insights so they ca be effec�ve examples 

of the love of Jesus to their gay-iden�fied 

sons or daughters. 

We do not want them to leave feeling 

shamed or judged. I always tell parents, Ad-

am and Eve had the perfect parent, and they 

s�ll chose to sin.  

One of the first assignments I o1en give 

the parents I work with is to seek the Lord for 

a higher vision of their child. O1en �mes the 

enemy will prey on young people with a pro-

found calling on their lives. I encourage par-

ents to ask the Lord,  “What is our child’s des-

�ny in You?” God has a higher vision for their 

child that includes spiritual aspects 

(evangelist, leader, healer), marriage and 

family, voca�on, to name a few. 

Parents must know the truth of who 

their child is in order to effec�vely fight. I 

have them journal the vision and keep it in a 

place that is easily accessible so that it can be 

a touchstone in those moments of struggle.  

This journal then becomes a “prayer 

manual” of sorts. It provides language from 

heaven to pray and declare God’s truth over 

their child. This vision will fuel passion to con-

�nue to fight the good fight.  

Elijah Company is just one of the many 

resources that Outpost has to offer the sex-

ually and rela�onally broken. Your prayerful 

and financial partnership helps to make it all 

happen. Thank you! 

  

Nate Oyloe,  

Outpost Director  

& TCJHOP Senior Pastor 

Financial Update Ministry Events 

2/3 Nate was a guest on radio program 

On the Way with Paul Ridgeway, 4-5 PM, 

KKMS AM 980. 

2/8 TCJHOP/Outpost had a booth at the 

Crown College internship fair, St. Boni-

facious, MN 

2/15 Early Bird Registra�on begins for 

Hope 2017, Restored Hope Network’s 

annual conference June 16-17, San Diego, 

CA (restoredhopenetwork.org) 

2/16 Nate and Wendy a end PULSE Pas-

tor’s Summit, Cedar Valley Church, 

Bloomington, MN 

2/22 Ian and Ma  speak to the youth 

group at Church of Hope, Elk River, MN 

3/18 TCJHOP/Outpost Annual Fundraising 

Banquet, Double Tree Hotel, Brooklyn 

Center, MN (see info on page 2) 

Prayer Requests 

Let everything that has breath praise 

the Lord! —Psalm 150:6 

Once again, the month of January has 

us praising God for abundant financial 

blessing.  As the chart above indicates, we 

are close to the breaking even for the peri-

od June 1 through December 31.  Around 

$84,000 was contributed in December, 

which amounts to about 1/5
th

 of what was 

given in all of 2016.  We thank God for the 

faithful and loyal partners that He has given 

us.  Without you, there would be no Out-

post. 

We hope that you will make plans to 

join us at what has become one of the high-

lights of our year—the annual banquet on 

March 18
th

. We’d love to see you there!  It 

is a great event for introducing others to 

the ministry and hearing what God is doing 

in the lives of our par�cipants. You’ll find 

more informa�on about the banquet on 

page 2 of this newsle er. I hope that you 

can join us! 

 

Dave Osborn,  

Execu�ve Pastor 
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