
learned too much to go back. 

 

Fixing My Eyes 
The ul�mate mo�va�on and inspira�on for me in all of this is Je-

sus. Hebrews 12:2 says,  “. . . Let us run with endurance the race 

that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 

perfecter of faith.” I am learning what it means to fix my eyes on 

Jesus.    

 

Just to clarify when I say Jesus, I don't mean God the Father, I 

mean God the Son—Jesus, and the en�re theology behind His 

personhood. Hebrews chapters 4 and 5 tell 

us about how Jesus endured. He was fully hu-

man. Scriptures says how He was tempted in 

all the ways we are. That means He had no 

advantage. That really is radical, but it makes 

sense. If anything, He faced more tempta-

�ons to sin than we ever will. He was tempt-

ed in ways we can’t even imagine. When I 

fast, I might be tempted to eat bread, but I’m 

never tempted to turn rocks into bread. 

 

Fighting On 
When I’m reminded of how Jesus overcame, 

it encourages and inspires me. Jesus is not 

this abstract idea, but since He was flesh and 

blood, He understands what our struggles 

are like, and He helps us in them. 

 

I absolutely love the song Love is War by Hill-

song Worship. It �es into this idea of not growing weary by fix-

ing eyes on Jesus:  

 

I will fight to follow, I will fight for love 

Through my life forever, into the triumph of  the Son 

Your love has won it all, You took the fall to embrace my sorrow 

I know You took the fight, You came and died, but the grave was 

 borrowed 

I know You stood again so I can stand with a life to follow in the 

 light of Your name 

 

When I see what Jesus did, how He fought on my behalf, how 

can I not get up and fight on? 

 

Getting Desperate 
The very next verse in Hebrews 12:4 says, “You have not yet re-

TRUE ENDURANCE 
By Jonathan, Used by Permission 

T 
 eenagers are crazy. I’m probably just as 

crazy to supervise, of my own free will, 

an all-night lock-in with a few dozen of 

them. Any youth worker will tell you, the 

infamous “youth lock-in” is a program from the pits of 

purgatory to sanc�fy us and test our endurance. 

As Chris�ans, youth worker or not, we all need a lot of endur-

ance. There is so much in our culture, society, 

and personal lives that tries to pull us down. 

Maybe we put down our guard for just a sec-

ond, and all of sudden, we start to believe lies 

and accusa�ons. Maybe we follow tempta-

�on into sin. Even if we are a super-saint, we 

s�ll can get walloped with external disap-

pointments and setbacks. 

 

When this happens we might ques�on, 

“Was my breakthrough even real? How can 

I carry on in victory and not start back from 

square one?” This is what true endurance is 

about.  It’s not only about standing tall 

when the world is pulling you down, but  

it’s also about standing up again and again 

a;er you’ve landed flat on your back. 

 

My Healing Story 
Hebrews 12:3 says, “For consider Him who has endured such 

hos�lity by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow 

weary and lose heart.” For now, let’s just focus on that last line: 

so you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

 

My own healing story, like most, has turned out to be a lot long-

er than I expected. I first joined programming at Outpost during 

my last college semester before going overseas. I figured, “Well, 

be>er get this li>le issue of same-sex a>rac�ons (SSA) out of 

the way before I leave. Three months should be good enough.” 

It’s been more than three months. I found that SSA was visible 

on the surface, but like an iceberg, there was so much more un-

derneath. Some�me I have felt like I’m walking in circles, but 

each �me I go deeper—more like a spiral staircase. There were 

many �mes I could have said, “I give up. I’m �red of this pro-

cess.”  But even then, I feel like I have received too much and 
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about standing up 

again and again af-
ter you’ve landed f lat 

on your back.” 
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sisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin.” If you can’t hol-

la, “Amen!” holla, “Ouch!” 

 

This verse always gets me every �me. It reminds me that I’m not stuck. You’re 

not stuck. We’re not stuck! Even if we’ve failed, there’s more that I can do, 

there’s more that you can do. We haven’t resisted to the point of death yet! 

 

This is what true endurance is all about: even a;er failure, we do whatever it 

takes to press on and overcome. It’s about geCng desperate. 

 

I love that word, because “despera�on” is not affected by feelings, it’s fueled by 

need. I can be passionate about something, and I can lose that passion. Despera-

�on stays consistent. I might go to visit the Sahara Desert because I’m passionate 

about travel, but if I’m stuck in the middle of the Sahara, I will quickly lose that 

passion. However, my despera�on for water will remain the same. 

 

When I’m desperate about 

seeking a;er God, His King-

dom and His righteousness, 

aware of my incredible 

need for Him, circumstanc-

es won’t change that des-

pera�on. If things are going 

well, I desperately need God; if things are terrible, I s�ll desperately need God. 

For me, that is the founda�on of endurance. It’s the reason why I con�nue to 

fight on. 

 

A Great Cloud 
Fellowship and community is another reason to push on and endure. Hebrews 

11:39-40 says, “And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not 

receive what was promised, because God had provided something be>er for us, 

so that apart from us they would not be made perfect.” 

 

That last line is absolutely insane: apart from us they would not be made perfect. 

Just for the sake of context, “they” is referring to the super-heroes-of-faith-hall-

of-fame-all-stars of the Bible. We read in Hebrews chapter 11 about all of these 

amazing people, their lives of faith and how they endured so much. The chapter 

ends in saying that all of that was just the prelude to what we can now receive. 

 

They are the same “cloud of witnesses” in Hebrews chapter 12. And they are not 

cheering us on with a polite golf-clap. They are screaming and shou�ng because 

our freedom is their freedom. We are a part of the fullness of what God had 

promised to them. They, just like the rest of us, are wai�ng for the day that the 

Bride is ready for her marriage and mys�cal union with Christ. They finished their 

race, and are eagerly wai�ng for us to finish ours. 

 

What a privilege and responsibility it is, living on this side of the cross! I s�ll can’t 

get over how crazy this passage of scripture is and how it inspires me. I read how 

these heroes of faith “did not receive what was promised” and “saw promises 

from far away and welcomed them” (Hebrews 11:13). I read on and find out that 

they commi>ed their lives, even though they saw that the promise was not to 

happen in their life�mes. All they saw was a small glimpse of what was to come 

through Jesus, but that was more than enough. They knew it would be worth it. 

 

Worthy of  It  All 
A glimpse is what they saw, and it was worth it. A glimpse is what we need be-

cause Jesus is so worth it! 

 

Jesus is the only reason I would be doing any of this process. There is no other 

reason besides Jesus to go through the pain and the work to endure. I’ve tasted 

and seen God’s love that is be>er than life (Psalm 63:3), and now I’m wrecked for 
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anything else. I don’t mean that in any cute or 

roman�cized way. Our God is an all-consuming 

fire. When I think I’ve given Him enough, He 

demands more. Yet because I’ve seen a 

glimpse of Him, I see how He is worthy of more 

than I can ever offer. Just like in the story of 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego when they 

said that even if God did not save them, they 

would not bow. I can do nothing else but get 

up, carry on, and pursue God no ma>er what. 

 

So let’s con�nue to persevere and never give 

up. Keep focused on Jesus. We can endure, 

and we will overcome. He’s worthy of our sac-

rifice, our struggle and our strength. 

JONATHAN has been developing his endur-

ance as a youth worker for several years and 

coun�ng. He moonlights as a ministry leader 

at Outpost. 

When I see what Jesus did, how 
He fought on my behalf, how can I 

not get up and fight on? 



Praise God for his con�nued financial provi-

sion in the midst of the highs and lows of 

our fiscal year.  

Praise God for a great start to the summer 

masculinity course for the Joshua Fellowship 

guys! 

Pray for wisdom as staff and ministry lead-

ers begin to plan for our fall programming.  

Pray for a successful and financially frui%ul 

Freedom Run 5K on September 9. 

From the Director 

Every summer, I lead young men through a 

curriculum I have developed on masculinity. 

The class is called Holy Aggression. The pur-

pose of the class is to help these young men 

overcome passivity and face the challenges of 

life. I have so much fun teaching it!  

There are two precious gi;s God has given 

the masculine soul: challenge and adversity. 

Challenge is the obstacle or difficulty; adversi-

ty is the demonic or circumstan�al influences 

that make the challenge more difficult. This is 

God’s faithfulness to men. We need a ba>le 

to fight. A;er all, what is a warrior without a 

war?    

Judges 3:1-2 states, “These are the na�ons 

the Lord le; to test all those Israelites who 

had not experienced any of the wars in Ca-

naan (he did this only to teach warfare to the 

descendants of the Israelites who had not 

had previous ba>le experience).” 

We are in a real war with real casual�es, and 

in this class, the men learn how to do spiritual 

warfare. They are empowered to fight the 

voices of the world, the flesh and the devil. 

They learn that there are no cease-fires in the 

kingdom of God. They learn how to stay alert 

to the enemy’s schemes.  

True masculine strength does not come forth 

without a fight. Like Jacob, men have to wres-

tle it out of God. They have to learn to a>ach 

to God in the midst of challenge and adversi-

ty.  

The young men in this class are making differ-

ent choices about their same-sex a>rac�ons 

in the midst of the cultural barrage of licen-

�ousness. They are young men who are com-

miCng to holiness and purity. And God is 

changing them from the inside out.  

Once again, thank you for your support of 

this ministry. God is changing lives, and your 

prayers and financial support are making all 

the difference.   

 

 

Nate Oyloe,  

Outpost Director &  

TCJHOP Senior Pastor 

Financial Update Ministr y Events 

6/11 Dan and Ian spoke at Maple Plain Com-

munity Church, Maple Plain, MN 

6/15-17 Outpost staff a>ended and Nate led 

worship at Restored Hope Network’s annual 

conference, Hope 2017, San Diego, CA 

7/16 Dan spoke during adult educa�on hour, 

Hope Presbyterian Church, Richfield, MN  

9/9 TCJHOP’s  Annual Freedom Run 5K is on a 

Saturday morning this year, once again in 

Robbinsdale, MN! Save the date! 

10/14 Dis.nc.ons Seminar and Called Out of 

Darkness Celebra�on, Hope Presbyterian 

Church, Richfield, MN 

Prayer Requests 

Trust in the Lord with all of your heart . . .  

 —Proverbs 3:5 

The month of May brought us a loss finan-

cially, as a few big expenses, such as insur-

ance and travel costs to a>end the RHN 

Conference, hit our books. (We apologize, 

as May’s numbers were displayed last 

month instead of April’s.) As we’ve noted in 

the past, our finances are like a roller coast-

er–though perhaps not as fun. There are 

increases at year-end or when we have a 

fund-raising effort, and then steep descents 

during less evenSul months.   

But the varia�ons in our bank balance is 

teaching us to “trust in the Lord” and not in 

our cash reserves. He has been faithful to 

provide our financial needs through you, 

our gospel partners, since 1976. Thank you 

for your heart for what He is doing though 

Outpost. 

In regards to opera�ng cash, our balance is 

roughly the same as it was on May 31 of 

2016. But the summer months are typically 

leaner for us financially, as it is for other 

ministries. If you are considering a contribu-

�on to the ministry, now would be an excel-

lent �me to do it. Summer financial giving 

will help us focus more on our ministry and 

less on our cash balance. 

 

Dave Osborn,  

Execu�ve Pastor 

NOW ACCEPTING Living Waters applications for the 2017-18  

program. Info and application at  outpostministries.org/ 

get-involved/living-waters. 

Elijah Company is  

Coming to Eden Prairie! 

We are making plans to offer Elijah Com-

pany South at a church in Eden Prairie, 

MN this fall. Elijah Company is our prayer 

and support group for parents, family and 

friends of loved ones overcoming unwant-

ed same-sex a>rac�ons or who iden�fy as 

LGBTQ. Stay tuned for details!     
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