
gender iden�ty, gender expression, biological sex, and sexual 

a�rac�on are all independent parts of a person’s makeup. These 

different areas of a person’s life are all considered to be com-

pletely separate from one another, based on feelings, and com-

pletely changeable from day to day. This means that every day, 

people are choosing whether they feel feminine or masculine. 

They are deciding how much cultural femininity or masculinity 

they want to express through clothes, hairstyle, etc. They are se-

lec�ng how much of their physical female-ness or male-ness they 

want to exhibit, and whether they sense a�rac�on to men or 

women.  

 Third, the world says gender ul�mately 

doesn’t ma�er. In the end, men and women 

are interchangeable, and there is no difference 

between the two. The ul�mate goal of this line 

of thinking is androgyny, a world where hu-

mans are indis�nguishable from one another. 

Dis�nc�on is removed, and the two meld into 

one. Thus, we have people iden�fying as 

“gender fluid” or “queer,” believing that they 

don’t belong to either gender.  

 The truth, in contrast, is that gender is cre-

ated by God, gender is defined by God, and dis-

�nc�on between men and women, and unity 

within marriage, are an inten�onal act of God.  

We believe that God reveals and imparts our 

complete iden�ty to us at the moment of crea�on through our 

embodiment as man or woman. The crea�on and defini�on of our 

iden�ty rests in God’s design, not ours. When a man and woman 

are united in marriage, the ul�mate goal of unity with dis�nc�on 

is shown to the world: two become one, while s�ll remaining two.   

Bo�om line, the world’s thinking is rooted in contradic�on 

and chaos. The world is trying to make sense of feelings and expe-

riences while rejec�ng the truth of God’s design and revela�on. 

Our children and teenagers are encountering this contradic�on 

and chaos daily. Now as a parent of teenagers myself, the topic of 

gender comes up nearly every day. I am o/en corrected on the 

par�cular pronouns of choice by my daughter’s friends. “Mom, 

that person is a ‘they’.” Another friend chooses the pronoun “he” 

when “his” body is definitely a she.  

While God imparts our gender iden�ty at crea�on, we also 

must embrace and grow into that given iden�ty. As parents and 

mature adults, we can help children and teenagers in our sphere 

of influence do the same. The following tools can help build a  

GENDER, CONFUSION, AND CONVERSATION 
Part 2, By Wendy T., Used by Permission 

Y 
OU are an image-bearer. Have you ever paused to 

consider this weighty theological truth?  Men and 

women have been given the most profound hon-

or in all of crea�on: we are created to bear the 

image of God. We bear God’s image—who 

He is and how He interacts with the world—

in our spirits, souls, and in our bodies as male 

and female. The enemy is working hard to re-

move God’s image from the earth by bring-

ing about much confusion regarding gender 

and sexuality. As image-bearers, we have the 

privilege of speaking truth into this confu-

sion. We can also take life-giving steps to 

bless and affirm the God-given gender iden�-

ty of the children and teenagers in our 

spheres of influence.  

In order to have life-giving conversa-

�ons, it is helpful to understand a li�le of the 

world’s thinking. We interact with it every 

day. Overall, the world is communica�ng 

three messages. First, gender is a social construct. In other 

words, gender is a concept created and constructed by people. 

This philosophy is nothing new. It has been taught in women’s 

studies courses for decades, but it is now emphasized among 

mainstream educators and taught as early as kindergarten.    

Second, the world says that gender is based on feelings, in-

terests, and passions and is defined by each individual. Thus, we 

have people who iden�fy as “transgender” because their 

thoughts, feelings, and interests are classified according to what 

has historically been assigned to the “other” gender, not the 

one associated with their physical bodies.  It’s also a perfect 

confluence of self-determina�on and post-modern thinking. 

There is no objec�ve truth—my truth is my truth, and your 

truth is your truth—and each of us creates that truth on our 

own, including the truth about our own gender. As a result, 

there are now 57 genders to choose from on Facebook in the 

United States.   

Much of our culture is working with the misguided idea that 
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“The world says 
that gender is 

based on  feelings, 

interests, and  
passions, and is  

defined by each  
individual.”  

Editor’s Note: Previously reported as a two-part series, we thought it 

best to expand this article to three parts. Part 1 covered the topic of 

biblical gender; Part 2 addresses gender confusion and ways to have 

life-giving conversations within families and churches. Part 3 will 

cover how to have life-giving conversations with friends and individ-

uals in your communities.  



solid founda�on of blessing and affirming their God-given gender iden�ty. First, 

within the context of family, we can connect children with their bodies; that is, 

we can connect children with their male-ness or female-ness. Inten�onally call 

them “son” or “daughter” and “boy” or “girl.” Teach children about their bodies 

and help them see how their bodies are called good by God. Teach the correct 

names for body parts and how to protect their bodies from misuse and abuse. 

This first may require overcoming our own shame about our bodies.   

Encourage children to understand how their par�cular body works, what it 

does well, what it needs more help doing. Remind boys that their body is dis�nc-

�ve and different from a girl’s and how to take care of all the parts of their body. 

Remind girls that their body is dis�nc�ve and different from a boy’s and how to 

care for their unique body. Most of all, make your family the place children learn 

about their bodies, so when they have ques�ons, they know they can come to 

moms and dads to ask those ques�ons. 

Second, we connect children with biblical gender, with special focus on the 

gender that gives them iden�ty. That is, we help all children do masculine things 

and express feminine traits, while making sure boys find connec�on and iden�ty 

in the true masculine while helping girls find connec�on and iden�ty in the true 

feminine. While families are the first place this type of connec�on is formed, the 

church family and friends also par�cipate in 

this connec�on-building. Help boys find 

connec�on to the masculine by encourag-

ing and affirming them in their strength of 

character, their willingness to stand up for 

the truth of God’s Word, and their reaching out to others in rela�onship. Remind 

them they are “men of God” and name them as “sons of God.”  Make sure to 

build up this connec�on without diminishing their capacity to express the true 

feminine. For example, when a young man plays a beau�ful piano piece for the 

offering at church, thank him a/erward for the strength of his playing. When a 

sensi�ve young man in youth group expresses grief over injus�ce at his school, 

commend him for calling out the truth of the situa�on and his desire to protect 

those who are vulnerable. 

Help girls find connec�on to the feminine by encouraging and affirming their 

ability to be at peace in the midst of tough �mes, their willingness to receive the 

truth of God’s Word into their hearts, and their capacity to live without anxiety 

about rela�onships. Name them “daughters of God” and remind them they are 

“women of God.” Build the connec�on without diminishing their ability to ex-

press the true masculine. For example, when a young woman comes to church 

dressed in an androgynous style, compliment the beauty of her spirit and the ten-

derness of her dealings with others. When you no�ce a young woman speaking 

up regularly in Bible Study, commend her for her willingness to receive the truth 

of God’s Word in her heart. In all these situa�ons, we build up people’s connec-

�on to their gender iden�ty, while s�ll allowing them to express characteris�cs of 

the other as they grow into full image-bearers. 

Third, we encourage and affirm dis�nc�ons that arise from the differences 

between men and women. Take no�ce and talk about the different ways men 

and women think, feel, and behave because of their embodiments as male and 

female. Be aware of our cultural biases here, however. It can be helpful for chil-

dren to find connec�on to things that fall into a cultural norm to encourage a 

sense of belonging, but we must avoid extremism. Toys, ac�vi�es, clothes, hair-

styles, and interests don’t inherently have gender, even though our culture o/en 

associates these things with a par�cular gender. Girls can like sports, and boys 

can like music without it meaning anything about their gender or sexual iden�ty. 

S�ll, girls will do sports differently than boys, and boys will do music differently 

than girls, because of the differences between male and female embodiments. 

While these tools can provide an environment that affirms children in iden�-

ty and reduces the risk of confusion, it is, unfortunately, not a guarantee. As par-

ents, we strive to fill our children’s hearts with the truth of God and help them 

learn to nurture that truth, protec�ng it from interference from the world un�l it 
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It’s a perfect confluence  
of self-determination and  

post-modern thinking. 

can bear fruit. We connect to a church body 

that helps con�nue this process, helping us 

teach and train our children in the truth of 

God’s Word. However, at some point, we all 

have to let our children move out from under 

our protec�on to protect and nurture the 

truth themselves. As our children mature, they 

are ul�mately responsible for their own rela-

�onship with God and their own understand-

ing of God’s Word. We con�nue to have ongo-

ing, life-giving conversa�ons with our children 

even a/er this point, encouraging a biblical un-

derstanding of gender and iden�ty, direc�ng 

them always to God’s design for their lives. 

Our world is slipping further and further 

into gender and sexual confusion. It is now 

even more important that we have a grasp on 

what the world is thinking and understand 

God’s design and revela�on for us as men and 

women. Within our families and churches, we 

must bless and affirm biblical (Cont’d, page 3) 



Praise God for His leadership spiritually, 

physically and financially for this ministry. 

Praise God for a great Dis�nc�ons Confer-

ence and Called Out of Darkness Celebra�on 

on October 14! 

Pray that our financial loss posi�on for the 

year will turn around by year’s end. 

Pray for a smooth start to our Living Waters 

programming this month. 

Pray for our Gender Ma�ers Seminar in part-

nership with Minnesota Family Council on 

November 4—protec�on of staff and speaker 

and over the event itself. 

From the Director 

I awoke Monday morning to the tragic news 

of the mass shoo�ng in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

My heart is heavy as I think of the many 

grieving such a heart-rending and senseless 

loss of life. Clearly, the enemy is warring 

against the image of God. I was instantly re-

minded of the Lord’s words to Noah in Gene-

sis 9:6, “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man 

his blood shall be shed; for in the image of 

God He made man.”  

The image of God is a sacred thing. As human 

beings, we have the great honor and privilege 

of bearing this beau�ful image. We at Out-

post Ministries and TCJHOP are commi�ed to 

standing for the glory of God’s image by 

standing for the truth of men and women.   

We know that in the la�er days sin and de-

monic ac�vity will increase. How much more 

then should we be vigilant in our stand for 

the glory of God’s image in men and women. 

Beloved, no other created thing holds such a 

high esteem. We have the capacity for rela-

�onship with the uncreated God in a person-

al, in�mate rela�onship. Such a prize is worth 

the fight. 

We are weeping with those who are weeping 

in Las Vegas and around the na�on. We are 

reminded to fix our eyes on Jesus, the One 

from whom our help comes. We have re-

newed our commitment to pray and fast for 

our city, state and na�on. We pray in the spir-

it of Joel 2, God’s strategy for naviga�ng 

�mes such as these: 

“Now, therefore,” says the L*+,, 

“Turn to Me with all your heart, 

With fas�ng, with weeping, and  

with mourning.” 

So rend your heart, and not your garments; 

Return to the L*+, your God, 

For He is gracious and merciful, 

Slow to anger, and of great kindness; 

And He relents from doing harm. 

Who knows if He will turn and relent, 

And leave a blessing behind Him . . .” (Joel 

2:12-14). 

 

 

Nate Oyloe,  

Outpost Director  

& TCJHOP Senior Pastor 

Financial Update Ministr y Events 

10/14 Dis�nc�ons Day Conference and Called 

Out of Darkness Celebra�on, 9 AM-5PM & 7 

PM, Hope Presbyterian Church, Richfield, MN 

(see back panel) 

11/4 Gender Ma�ers Seminar in partnership 

with Minnesota Family Council, featuring Dis-

�nc�ons and a tes�mony by Walt Heyer, 

Bethlehem Bap�st Church—North Campus, 

Mounds View, MN  

11/10-11 Dan and Dave have a table at Pure 

Desire University, Grace Church, Eden Prairie, 

MN More info at www.grace.church/events. 

Prayer Requests Be�er is the end of a thing than  

its beginning. —Ecclesiastes 7:8 

 

It ma�ers how things end, and, according to 

Solomon, how things end is more important 

than how they begin. This text is chock-full 

of meaning to Chris�an believers, as we 

press on to the upward call of God in Christ 

Jesus. Our beginnings are o/en full of diffi-

culty and confusion and sin. Outpost exists 

to help believers overcome the challenges 

that mark the beginning of our lives so that 

we finish as overcomers and conquerors 

toward the end. Our paths can be like the 

light of dawn, which shines brighter and 

brighter un�l full day. 

If you are a regular reader of our financial 

updates, you are probably aware that our 

financial results are usually in the red in the 

beginning. As a ma�er of fact, as shown 

above, we are showing a year-to-date net 

loss of almost $25,000 as of August 31.  

But it is not yet the end! Our fiscal year clos-

es on December 31
st

, so we s�ll have a few 

months to achieve a be�er end.  

As partners in this ministry with us, will you 

please consider a one-�me gi/ to help us 

finish strong? There are s�ll a couple of 

months remaining for us to eliminate the 

deficit and finish in the black. Thank you, 

and God bless you for your partnership, 

friendship and support! 

 

Dave Osborn,  

Execu�ve Pastor 

WENDY T. is the Associate Development 

Director at TCJHOP and coordinates speaking 

and seminars at Outpost Ministries.  

(Gender, Confusion, and Conversation, Part 

2, cont’d from page 2) gender and have on-

going, life-giving conversa�ons about gender 

and sexuality. We need to have discussions 

about what it means to be God’s image-

bearers in the world. These conversa�ons 

will equip us and our children to have life-

giving conversa�ons with those in our com-

muni�es. Our children are image-bearers of 

God. Let us as parents and the Body of Christ 

as a whole strive to impart this understand-

ing into their hearts so they may fully live as 

God has designed them, each one. 
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