
that led to their confusion.  

A�er listening, we affirm their openness and honesty. We 

acknowledge their pain, and we grieve with them over their hurts. 

All ongoing rela�onships are built on the sharing of ourselves. In 

listening, we communicate the message, You are worthwhile, and 

your story is important. In this world of confusion and destruc�ve 

voices, this message is a healing balm to the soul. 

As we grieve with others, we can also ask permission to share 

our own story. Share your story of struggle—whatever the strug-

gle—and how God intervened and brought healing and hope. All 

of us have struggled at some point with 

whether or not to believe what the 

world says about us or to choose to be-

lieve what God says. Your story of 

choosing to believe God is your tes�mo-

ny of healing. Always, though, be ready 

to listen first, and speak later. 

 The second way to act in love is 

to serve, serve, serve. Prac�ce the art of 

service. All of us are longing for love and 

acceptance, and God will not take away a legi�mate need for love. 

Instead, God wants to show all people how to truly have that 

need met. We can begin to meet those needs for love by serving 

people. Take a meal, share vegetables from your garden, babysit, 

help with a home improvement project, and so on. Show love 

through ac�on. 

Of course, while we are ac�vely showing love, we can also 

draw boundaries so as to not par�cipate in advancing the confu-

sion. For example, have a weekly coffee date with your gender-

confused friend, but explain that you cannot help take him to doc-

tor visits for his transi�on surgery. In these cases, we must re-

member it is not loving to encourage friends to con�nue down a 

path that will lead to more hurt and confusion or that will take 

them further from God’s design and plan for their lives. 

We must also keep in mind that the people we interact with 

are not the enemy. Rather, they are confused and deceived by our 

GENDER, CONFUSION, AND CONVERSATION 
Part 3, By Wendy T., Used by Permission 

S 
o far in this discussion, we have laid a founda�on 

for understanding biblical gender and God’s crea�ve 

intent for men and women as His image-bearers. 

We have pinpointed the confusing messages the 

world proclaims about gender and sexuality and presented the 

contras�ng truth of God’s design. We have also given tools to 

bless and affirm the God-given gen-

der iden�ty of the children and youth 

within our families and churches. 

Now we will consider how to have 

life-giving conversa�ons with our 

friends and individuals in our lives 

who live out of a place of confusion 

about their own gender and sexuali-

ty.            

To have these life-giving conver-

sa�ons, we look to the balance of compassion and truth. We 

must always act in love, while con�nuing to stand for the truth 

of God’s Word and His design for men and women. Unfortu-

nately, there is no one-size-fits-all way to be in conversa�on 

with the people in our lives. Each person has different hurts and 

needs, and each situa�on carries different levels of risk and con-

sequence. Thus, it is impera�ve that we listen to God’s leading 

in each situa�on and have our conversa�ons in the context of 

ongoing rela�onships with people.  

The first way to demonstrate compassion and love to oth-

ers is to listen, listen, listen. We listen in order to understand 

those who believe differently and those who are struggling. We 

listen to people’s stories, the good and the bad, the joy and the 

pain. We ask ques�ons to hear the depths of people’s hearts. As 

trust is built, we can also ask ques�ons to give friends the op-

portunity to give deeper thought to the experiences and pain 
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“We listen to 
people’s  
stories, the 
good and the 
bad, the joy 
and the 
pain.”  

Editor’s Note: This article is Part 3 in a three-part series. Part 1 

covered the topic of biblical gender; Part 2 addressed gender 

confusion and ways to have life-giving conversations within fam-

ilies and churches. Part 3 covers how to have life-giving conver-

sations with friends and individuals in our communities.  



real enemy, Satan. Our response to a confused individual can further the decep-

�on or shine a light into their lives. Our goal in all our interac�ons is to speak life 

so that others may know the love of God.  

Walt Heyer, a former transgender with a powerful tes�mony of Christ’s re-

demp�on in his life, recently shared his own experience with us. Years a�er his 

own transi�on surgery, Walt, living as a woman, began seeking God and answers 

for his personal life. He began to look for a church. The pastor of the first church 

he visited told him, “We don’t want your kind here.” As you can imagine, Walt 

was devastated—but s�ll, he tried again. Before a9ending the second church, he 

met privately with the pastor. Walt explained his situa�on. “You won’t try to 

change me, will you?”   

The pastor though;ully responded, “No, Walt. I won’t try to change you.  My 

job is to love you.  It’s God’s job to change you, and don’t be surprised if He 

does.” That pastor had Walt write down his prayer requests every week so that 

the church elders and lead-

ers could consistently pray 

for him. The church walked 

closely in rela�onship with 

Walt as he con�nued to seek 

God and work through personal issues in intense therapy. Walt eventually de-

transi�oned and has been walking out his God-given gender iden�ty as a man for 

over 20 years.  

Walt’s story could have easily turned out differently, but this church was 

commi9ed to engaging in life-giving rela�onship with him as he sought a�er God. 

We want people to be drawn into rela�onship with their Creator so they may ul-

�mately discover who God created them to be. 

To listen and serve is to show love and compassion for individuals in our 

lives. As we act in love, we also con�nue to stand for truth. Our first guiding prin-

ciple in standing for truth is to remember that language ma�ers. We want to al-

ways default to the biblical language of sex and gender when we speak to others. 

It is important to have a basic understanding of the world’s terms, but we want 

to remember to use the life-giving language of God’s design. Occasionally, we 

may also need to speak in the world’s terms, especially if our listener isn’t yet 

able to hear the fullness of truth. Listen to God’s leading in these areas, especially 

in the area of pronoun use, with a goal of con�nued conversa�on. 

The second guiding principle we use is that safety for all is our goal. This is 

how we can approach all issues surrounding bathroom and locker room use, sex-

specific sports and ac�vi�es, and the like. We want everyone to be and feel safe 

in their environment. We want to stand for policies that protect all people, and 

we want to engage in conversa�on to ensure understanding. Male and female 

bodies are different, and intense hormone use doesn’t necessarily change those 

differences. We can encourage safety for all and work towards policies that sup-

port that goal. 

Ac�ng in love while standing for truth is a delicate balance, but it is neces-

sary in our confused and fallen world. It is not compromising to show love to an 

individual while opposing a policy. And it is not unloving to stand for a policy that 

protects truth while serving someone who disagrees with a par�cular policy.  

Outpost Ministries was formed in 1976 to meet 
the needs of men and women seeking freedom 
from unwanted same-sex attractions. We offer 
teaching, encouragement and support to individ-
uals, families and churches in the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul, MN, area and throughout the Upper Mid-
west.  
 
Outpost emphasizes obedience to God's Word, 
which begins the healing process. For over 40 
years, we have been proclaiming the transform-
ing power of Jesus Christ for the same-sex at-
tracted, the gay-identified and the broken Body 
of Christ.  
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All of us are longing for love and 
acceptance, and God will not take 

away a legitimate need for love. 

Many struggling with gender confusion 

are struggling with a sense of belonging. Many 

are struggling because they have been so 

deeply hurt that they want to be someone else 

in order to let go of the pain. These individuals 

need our compassion and our uncondi�onal 

love. We desire to be a place of safety and ref-

uge, that they may be able to find a way to 

face the hurts, bring their pain to Jesus, and 

find full healing at the Cross. Remember, it is 

our job to love people. It is God’s job to 

change people. Prayerfully be expectant that 

He can and that, in �me, He will.  

 Having life-giving conversa�ons with any-

one takes �me. We need to be prepared to 

spend the �me to speak life into to the lives of 

those  around us. We must be (Cont’d, pg 3) 



Praise God for His financial increase this year 

compared to last year. 

Praise God for an incredible Gender Ma�ers 

Seminar in partnership with the Minnesota 

Family Council! Featured speaker Walt Heyer 

spoke with such humility and power. 

Pray that our financial loss posi�on for the 

year will turn around by year’s end. 

Pray for perserverance, hope, and encour-

agement for our par�cipants in CalebSpirit, 

our group for men over 30.  

 

From the Director 

I am o�en asked at speaking engagements 

how to share the gospel with the LGBTQ com-

munity. My answer: the same way you would 

share with anyone else. One of the best ways 

to win souls in the LGBTQ community is to 

first build rela�onship with them and then 

pray for opportuni�es to share your faith.  

Here are four truths to help you engage with 

an LGBTQ individual:  

● Loving does not meaning condoning. 

Serving someone in love does not mean 

that you are in agreement with every ar-

ea of their life.  

● It is the Holy Spirit’s job to convict of sin, 

not yours. (What a relief!) Your job is 

simply to introduce them to Jesus and let 

the Holy Spirit do what He loves to do—

conform us to the image of Christ. 

● Gay people need Jesus way more than 

they need heterosexuality. Remember, it 

is only in rela�onship with Jesus that we 

are changed from the inside out. 

● Serve others. The most powerful thing I 

have found in reaching out to the LGBTQ 

community is service—being Jesus to 

them with skin on.  

Here are four prac�cal ways to love your 

LGBTQ neighbor: 

● Buy your gay co-worker a coffee on your 

way to work. (I actually know a story of a 

lesbian who was brought into the King-

dom because her Chris�an co-worker 

brought her a la9e.) 

● Invite your gay neighbor over for dinner 

or bake them cookies. 

● Write out an encouraging note and give 

it to them. (Make sure to listen to the 

Holy Spirit as you write. God will give you 

His heart for this person!) 

● Shovel their sidewalk! (Or, if you live in a 

more temperate climate, help them out 

with yard work.)   

There are many ways to reach out to those 

who need Jesus. I pray you are inspired to 

generously love the LGBTQ people around 

you. Love wins souls!     

 

Nate Oyloe,  

Outpost Director & TCJHOP Senior Pastor 

Financial Update Ministr y Events 

11/4 Gender Ma�ers Seminar in partnership 

with Minnesota Family Council, featuring Dis-

�nc�ons and a tes�mony by Walt Heyer, 

Bethlehem Bap�st Church—North Campus, 

Mounds View, MN  

11/10-11 Dan and Dave a9end Pure Desire 

University, Grace Church, Eden Prairie, MN 

More info at www.grace.church/events. 

12/27/17-1/1/18 Outpost and TCJHOP staff 

and par�cipants a9end the Onething Confer-

ence, Kansas City, MO 

1/15-17/18 Outpost will have a booth at the 

Bethlehem Conference for Pastors + Church 

Leaders, Minneapolis Conven�on Center, 

Minneapolis, MN  

Prayer Requests 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

for his steadfast love endures forever!  

-Psalm 106:1 

 

We give thanks to the Lord this month for 

His goodness to us in the area of our financ-

es.  As the chart above depicts, we are 

ahead of 2016 revenues by over $45,000.  

What’s more, we’ve �ghtened our belts and 

reduced spending by almost $30,000 below 

2016 levels.  We are in far be9er shape than 

we were a year ago. 

That said, our revenues are s�ll lagging be-

hind our expenses by $33,000 on Septem-

ber 30.  This is typical for our revenue cycle 

--   in 2016, 43% of our revenues were re-

ceived in the last three months of the year.  

Our financial chart resembles the proverbial 

hockey s�ck . . . our cash balance steadily 

declines un�l it shoots up at the end of the 

year. 

It is another opportunity for our staff to 

trust the Lord, “for He is good, for His stead-

fast love endures forever.”  He demon-

strates His goodness through you, our faith-

ful supporters. Your steady monthly gi�s 

and year-end blessings allow us to accom-

plish His good purpose, and we are grateful. 

 

Dave Osborn,  

Execu�ve Pastor 

WENDY T. is the Associate Development 

Director at TCJHOP and coordinates speaking 

and seminars at Outpost Ministries.  

Gender, Confusion, and Conversation, Part 

3, cont’d from pg 2) ready to invest our �me 

and resources into the lives of those who 

struggle. Our ability to listen and serve and 

our capacity to sow life-giving truth and 

grace-filled words bring the hope and heal-

ing of Jesus to those we meet. May we be 

available and ready when God calls us to 

speak life. 
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Continuing the Conversation 
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