
and trust God in spite of never understanding the 
why. However, God is a wise parent who often gives 
us a why. There is a reason why sexuality matters and 
why every sexual issue has spiritual significance. 

The why for every sexual question is found in 
this truth: God intentionally created our sexuality as 

a powerful metaphor for His  
covenant love. 
 Everything God has cre-
ated for us here on earth has a 
spiritual purpose, revealing 
something about God. Our sex-
uality was intentionally created 
as a holy symbol or analogy re-
flecting how God loves us. 
Throughout the Scripture, the 
one-flesh union of marital sex, 

sexual infidelity and sexual immorality are used as 
pictures to describe Christ’s relationship with the 
Church and our call to be faithful to our covenant 
with God. 

Practically we experience this connection through 
our own lives in three ways. 

1. Sexual desire invites us to pursue cove-
nant. Our bodies remind us that we were not meant 
to be alone. Sexual desire is not a bad thing! Although 
it may lead us to temptation and sin, God has given us 
sexual desire to remind us that we were made for 
love. Our romantic and sexual longings compel us not 
just to have sex, but to pursue covenant. We were 
created for more than a hookup; we were created for 
committed love and intimate knowing. Spiritually, you 
were not created to be alone. God invites you into a 
covenant, eternal relationship with Him, promising 
that we can never be separated from His love when 
we trust in Christ Jesus. 

r. Juli Slattery is a keynote speaker at 
the Restored Hope Network conference, 
HOPE2019, hosted by Outpost.  Dr. 
Slattery’s newest book, Rethinking Sex-
uality, is one of Outpost’s leading re-

sources to give people a foundation in Biblical Sexual-
ity.  Here’s a taste of what you 
might expect at HOPE2019. 

 When children reach 
the age of two, they begin ask-
ing a question they never stop 
asking. Why? If you are par-
enting a young child, you are 
faced with endless why ques-
tions. Why do I have to go to 
bed so early? Why do I have to 
eat brussel sprouts? Why do 
you have to go to work? Why does he get more pizza 
than I do? Why can’t I drive the car? 

In their exhaustion, some parents defer to the 
age old response to every why question. Because I 
said so! This answer is not very satisfying to a child, 
no matter their age. In truth, it’s not very satisfying 
to us as adults either. 

In my ministry, I still get asked why ques-
tions. Why should I save sex for marriage? Why 
would God care about two men getting married? 
Why is it a big deal to look at porn? Why should I stay 
in an unhappy marriage? Unfortunately, we typically 
defer to the age-old cop out in response to these 
questions as well. Because God said so. There are 
bumper stickers and plaques reinforcing the idea 
that “God said it, I believe it, and that settles it!” 

God created us as rational creatures who long for 
the answers to our why questions. Certainly, there 
are some situations in which we simply cling to faith 
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2. Sexual intimacy is the celebration of covenant. Having sex 
within marriage is a physical way of celebrating the vows we made 
within marriage. Sexual intimacy within marriage is, in some ways, 
similar to a sacrament. We physically give each other our bodies in 
such a vulnerable and passionate way, mirroring how we have 
vowed our entire lives to each other. Sexual intimacy within mar-
riage symbolizes that our intimacy with God is meant to be passion-
ate and vulnerable, and it requires giving of ourselves. 

3. Sexual fidelity is the promise of covenant. The greatest call 
within marriage is faithfulness. Broken vows are a tragedy and cre-
ate waves of pain. The 
despair of broken vows 
and sexual betrayal is a 
metaphor of the  
spiritual reality of 
breaking our covenant 
with God. 

When we think 
about sexuality or have 
sexual questions, we 
need to view these through the filter of remembering the signifi-
cance of this spiritual metaphor. This is the why… why sexual inti-
macy is reserved for the covenant of marriage, why male and fe-
male matters, why sex is under such spiritual attack in our world 
and why it’s worth it to pursue sexual integrity and sexual healing. 

In Ephesians 5:21-33, Paul makes a direct connection be-
tween marriage and the one-flesh intimacy between husband and 
wife as a reflection of Christ and the church. Paul says this is a 
“mystery,” which means we can’t grasp the fullness of this meta-
phor. Yet, Paul’s teaching here and references throughout the 
Scripture remind us that sexuality and marriage were created by 
God to teach us about His love, His pursuit, His faithfulness and His 
passion towards His people. 

This article was originally published on Juli’s Blog at authenticin-
timacy.com. Dr. Slattery will be speaking Friday evening at 
HOPE2019, and we hope you can join us.   

Outpost Ministries was formed in 1976 to meet the 
needs of men and women seeking freedom from un-
wanted same-sex attractions. We offer teaching, en-
couragement and support to individuals, families and 
churches in the Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN, area and 
throughout the Upper Midwest.  
 
Outpost emphasizes obedience to God's Word, which 
begins the healing process. For over 40 years, we have 
been proclaiming the transforming power of Jesus 
Christ for the same-sex attracted, the gay-identified 
and the broken Body of Christ.  

 
Outpost News is published 11 months a year and is 
sent free upon request. An annual donation of $30 is 
appreciated to cover printing and postage costs. An 
electronic version is available through our website. 

 
Joy Knoll, Editor 
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Jonathan Maus, Ross Olson  

 
PO Box 22429 · Robbinsdale, MN 55422 
763-592-4700 · outpostministries.org 

outpostinfo@outpostministries.org 
 

Business Hours:  
Mon-Thurs 8 AM to 4:30 PM, Fri by appt. 

 
©2019 Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer. All rights 

reserved. Nothing may be copied without prior  
permission. 

Dr. Juli Slattery is a clinical psychologist, 
author, speaker and the president/co-
founder of Authentic Intimacy,  a ministry 
devoted to reclaiming God’s design for sex-
uality. Each week she hosts the popular 
podcast Java with Juli at  
authenticintimacy.com 

Hope. Overcoming. Commu-

nity. Encounter with Jesus.  

 

This internship is for 18-30 year 

olds looking to dedicate them-

selves to prayer and worship, the 

overcoming life, study of the Word, and teaching on relational and 

sexual brokenness. It is a two day per week commitment with re-

quired hours in prayer and worship, one-on-one mentorship, teach-

ings and seminars, participation on an intercession or worship team, 

and service projects.   

Email events@tcjhop.org to request an application packet. 

Applications are being accepted at this time.   

Stepping into the 

Strength of Your 

Masculine Soul 

 

Why do I struggle? 

Why can’t I just get 

over depression, 

anxiety, fear, porn, lust and other life 

dominating behaviors?  What does it 

mean to be a man? 

Learn how to strive for more as you 

are equipped with tools to wage war 

against passivity and find wholeness in 

your identity as a man of God.   

Tuesdays starting May 28th 

strivesummercourse@gmail.com 



5/11 Alissa will speak at Door of Hope Minis-
tries, Blaine. 

6/21-22 Wendy, Alissa, and Jonathan will 
each teach breakout sessions at this year’s 
RHN Conference.  

Praise the Lord for a successful fundraising 
banquet! It was such an incredible night, 
shared with many of you. I was personally 
so moved by the testimonies and your gen-
erosity. We met our fundraising goal, which 
keeps us on track for our summer budget. 
While our donations are still down over last 
year, there is a significant improvement! 
That’s because of your generosity. Our cur-
rent deficit is $21,000, though that will be 
significantly reduced in April’s numbers. As 
I’ve been talking over these numbers with 
the board, we’ve been deeply encouraged 
to see our numbers steady and begin to turn 
around. God is working to provide for this 
ministry, and He continues to be faithful. 
Thank you for supporting us.  
 
 
Alissa Holmes 

Financial Update  

RHN Conference  

Prayer Requests  

Praise God for our banquet with powerful 
testimonies of God’s life-changing love, as 
well as generous partners in ministry who 
enabled us to surpass our financial goal! 

Pray for Wendy, Alissa and Jonathan who 
will teach at the RHN Conference. 

Pray for the Outpost staff as they all will be 
working hard to prepare for and host 
HOPE2019.   

Ministr y Events  

RHN Continued  

An Opportunity for YOU!  

HOPE2019 is a conference designed 

for strugglers, family members, loved 

ones, counselors, pastors, lay people and 

really anyone with a heart to learn and 

uphold biblical sexuality.  Many of our 

staff attend the HOPE conference on an 

annual basis and it is powerful. We are so 

thrilled to be hosting the national Re-

stored Hope Network conference this 

year, and urge you to take advantage of 

this incredible resource while it’s local. If 

you want to learn more, have a deeper, 

biblical understanding of wholeness and 

holy sexuality, and more tools to minister 

to people in your life, you should be there. 

You will get to hear from incredible 

speakers like June Hunt, Alex McFarland, 

Juli Slattery (highly recommended by Out-

post’s staff!), Phil Courson, and Joe Dallas. 

Our very own staff will be teaching work-

shops at the event as well. Alissa will be 

teaching on attachment disorders, trauma, 

projection, and the healing journey.  Wen-

dy is teaching on how to talk with your 

kids about gender. Jonathan is teaching 

on how to minister to Millennials, Gen Z, 

and diverse groups.  

You can use offer code MbrReferral to 

get 10% off your registration. 

We also need about 55 volunteers to 

help pull off the conference. There are a 

variety of needs that range from serving 

lunch, to the bookstore, to registration. 

That means we need you! If you would like 

to volunteer, please contact Joy at 

events@tcjhop.org. 
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