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ow, how did I end up here? I mean that in a tone 
of gratitude and wonder. Some of you reading 
this already know me, and many of you do not. 
So, I would like to share my story of how God 
moved in my life and got me to where I am today. 

 
A Little History 
When I first came to do my Out-
post intake in the fall of 2012, I 
never could have imagined that  
I would be leading this ministry 
seven years later! In fact, my ini-
tial attitude was that I would 
show up for a few months, get 
“fixed,” and be on my merry way 
to overseas ministry. I soon 
learned that’s not how healing 
works. I got serious about my  
own healing in summer of 2013. 
Throughout that summer, I 
learned so much about myself 
and what God wanted to do in 
me. That fall, I started meeting one-to-one with former Outpost 
director, Nate O., and really dug deep into my soul. In this process, 
I started to see how same-sex attraction was a surface level symp-
tom of much deeper wounds I carried. I had so much love, anger, 
hatred, and ambivalence toward God and others that I needed to 
work through. As I continued to struggle, grieve, grow, and receive 
healing, God continued to transform my heart. God used Outpost 
to save my ministry calling and my relationship with Him. I came 
to a point where I was even grateful for my struggle. Without it, I 
wouldn’t have dove so deeply into this inner-healing work, and I 
would never have experienced this level of intimacy with my Fa-
ther, His Son, and His Spirit. I can’t tell you how thankful I am for 
this ministry and how God has used its leaders, past and present, 
to bring so much hope, healing, joy, and peace into my life! 
 
Up until last year, I was content just being a volunteer leader for 
Joshua Fellowship (our young men’s group). Eventually, I was 
asked to step into a staff position, Student Ministry Coordinator. 
Since I had a pretty cushy job working for the state’s Judicial 
Branch (government benefits are wonderful!), I was hesitant to 
jump into ministry. During this time, my dad received a prophetic 
word for me. He said that during a worship service, as they called 

W 
forward people for full-time ministry, the Holy Spirit spoke to his 
heart that it was my time to do this. This was a huge healing  
moment for me and reminded me of God’s heart for the  
restoration of the family. 
 
Just as I was getting comfortable as the Student Ministry Coordina-
tor, I received an invitation from TCJHOP’s Call Committee to con-

sider taking up the role of Director. 
After many long and prayerful con-
versations, I accepted the call. I am 
humbled yet excited to be in this role.  
 
A Vision of Hope and Transformation 
God has done such an awesome work 
in my heart, and in the hearts of 
many, through Outpost. When I take 
a step back, I am amazed to think 
about all the lives God has touched 
through this small and obscure or-
ganization. It illustrates what Paul 
said in 2 Corinthians 4:7 “But we have 
this treasure in jars of clay to show 

that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us” (NIV). 
We may be a type of outpost, feeling remote and hidden, but we al-
so have a gift for the Church. An outpost is the first line of defense. 
We have a calling to build up the Body and Bride of Christ. The min-
istry of Outpost has been entrusted with a powerful message of 
hope and transformation. 
 
Hope and transformation are what this ministry is all about. We 
need to provide HOPE to our brothers and sisters who have none. 
We also need to continue to see and proclaim TRANSFORMATION 
in the lives of individuals, in our churches, and in the Church. This is 
the core of the gospel. 
 
This will require us to continue to dig deep and do the hard work. 
We will continue to grow in intimacy. Partnership with the Prayer 
Room at TCJHOP is a core aspect of this. We need prayer. We need 
intimacy. We need intimacy through prayer! This is where true 
transformation happens. It is not a work of our own, but a work of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Of course, we have some room to grow. There are many churches 
and communities who do not know ministries like Outpost even  



exist! This is something I hope to change. I believe there is a great field of ministry op-
portunity. But we need to ask ourselves: will we be ready for it? Will we answer the 
call of what God is calling us to in this next season? Will we hold onto our hope and 
proclaim the truth of transformation? 
 
I certainly believe we can do all of this. I believe God has great plans for this ministry, 
and I humbly ask that you all would continue to walk with us as we enter this new 
season, while being open and ready for what God may be calling you to do. It just 
might surprise you as it surprised me! 
 
Jonathan became the Student Ministries Coordinator at Outpost in July 2018 and Di-
rector in September 2019. He has a B.A. in Pastoral Ministry from North Central Uni-
versity in Minneapolis and is currently pursuing his Master’s in Divinity and Nonprofit 
Administration through North Park Seminary in Chicago. Jonathan also works as a 
youth pastor in a church that is part of the Hmong AG Fellowship where he has 
attended for the past 12 years. While living overseas, he has had diverse ministry  
experiences at churches in Beijing and Singapore. He loves spicy food, traveling, and  
almost anything “nerdy.” 

Outpost Ministries was formed in 1976 to meet the 
needs of men and women seeking freedom from 
unwanted same-sex attractions. We offer teaching, 
encouragement and support to individuals, families 
and churches in the Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN, area 
and throughout the Upper Midwest.  
 
Outpost emphasizes obedience to God's Word, 
which begins the healing process. For over 40 years, 
we have been proclaiming the transforming power 
of Jesus Christ for the same-sex attracted, the gay-
identified and the broken Body of Christ.  

 
Outpost News is published 11 months a year and is 
sent free upon request. An annual donation of $30 
is appreciated to cover printing and postage costs. 
An electronic version is available through our web-
site. 

 
Joy Knoll, Editor 
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Next month is Give to the Max 

Day!  We are so excited to be par-

ticipating in this event again this 

year!  We hope that you can join 

us in prayer, in giving, and in 

building for TCJHOP and  

Outpost’s future. 

A Note from Alissa, Outgoing Acting Director:  
 

Last September, when my appointment as the Acting Director of Outpost 

Ministries moved from temporary status to permanent, I was at a loss. It has 

only been by the grace of God that I have functioned for the last year-plus 

in this role. There were good days and hard days, and I made more mistakes 

than I’m comfortable with, but through it all God was faithful. It is with tre-

mendous joy that I am stepping down from the role of Acting Director, and 

back into my position as the Executive Pastor. I couldn’t be happier about 

Jonathan’s appointment as the new Director of Outpost Ministries. Over the 

last year, working with him has been one of the highlights of ministry. He is 

strong, steadfast, endlessly optimistic, and full of vision for where God is 

leading Outpost. It is an honor now to be able to serve alongside him in his 

new position. I’m not going anywhere and will continue to lead the adminis-

trative department and do ministry.  But I am delighted to be released to do 

the things I am called to. Praise the Lord for raising up the right person to 

be the Director, and His continued goodness toward Outpost Ministries!  

 

Alissa Holmes 

Executive Pastor 



9/22 Dan P. speaks at Echo Alliance Church, 
Echo, MN. 

10/5 Dan P. speaks at Corner Fringe Minis-
tries, Coon Rapids, MN.  

10/12 Called Out of Darkness Celebration.  
Prairie Community Church, Eden Prairie, 
MN.  

10/15-20 Outpost has a table and Dan P. 
speaks at the Blaine Tent Revival.  

Dear Friends,  
 
Praise the Lord for a successful fall fund- 
raiser! We raised $7,100 which will help 
us successfully meet our financial needs for 
the month of September. We had such 
an excellent morning of fun with those who 
attended, and we want to extend a special 
thanks to Dave Nelson, our auctioneer, who 
did such an amazing job. Our finances were 
tight in the months of July and August, and 
we just barely made our expenses. It’s been 
quite the season of praying for and then 
receiving manna at the last moment. Thank 
you for partnering with us in that! 
 
 
 
Alissa Holmes 
Executive Pastor 

Financial Update  Prayer Requests  

Praise God for a fun and exciting Silent Auc-
tion! Praise God for Dave Nelson and the staff 
who all worked so hard to make that day fun 
and festive! We are already looking forward 
to next year! 

Pray for the attendees of Called Out of Dark-
ness, that they would be encouraged by the 
testimonies and worship!  

Pray for the staff as we make another leader-
ship transition.  

Ministr y Events  

Join us for this year’s Called Out of 

Darkness Celebration!   

We’ll be gathering at 7pm on  

Saturday, October 12th for an even-

ing of worship, prayer and testimo-

nies of overcoming same-sex attrac-

tion and gender confusion. Come and 

celebrate God’s transforming power 

to move us out of darkness into His 

marvelous light.  

This free event is hosted by Outpost 

Ministries and will be held at  

Prairie Community Church,  

9145 Eden Prairie Rd, Eden Prairie.    

Called Out of Darkness  
News: Amazon Book Ban  

We wanted to make you aware that 

Amazon has removed certain books 

from Restored Hope Network au-

thors, Joe Dallas and Anne Paulk, 

among others. This means that if  

you are looking for these resources, 

you may need to go to other 

booksellers or the authors’ websites 

to obtain them.   

Mainstream media is not covering 

this situation, so if you’d like more 

information about this, please check 

out Joe Dallas’ blog for his reaction: 

https://joedallas.com/2019/07/18/

banned-by-amazon/  

https://joedallas.com/2019/07/18/banned-by-amazon/
https://joedallas.com/2019/07/18/banned-by-amazon/


ON Here’s a gift of: $25 $50 $100 $500 $1000 $5000 Other: $   

This gift is to support the ministry of ____________________________ (List staff name or other designation) 

Name:         Circle card type:  

Address:        Card Number:        

City, State, ZIP:       Name on Card:        

Phone: (    )    -    Signature:        

E-mail:         Expiration Date:  ____/_____ (MM/YY) CVV: _______ 
 

Credit Card Gifts: I authorize Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer to charge my credit card for the above amount.  
Should I choose to cancel this transaction, I will contact Outpost within 24 hours at 763-592-4700 or 

      OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org. 
 

Outpost is a ministry of the Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer, which is incorporated under the Minnesota Nonprofit Corporation Act. Contributions are 
solicited with the understanding that Outpost Ministries has complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds. For questions or to make an 
additional contribution, contact our Donor Relations Manager, 763-592-4700 x114. No goods or services are provided in connection with these gifts unless 
otherwise noted. 

   Please Cut Along Dotted Line and Return With Your Donation    
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Meet the New Outpost Director! 
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