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ack in January when we asked a friend (who lives in  

Wuhan) to officiate our wedding, we did not expect a  

virus outbreak to happen. We really didn’t expect this 

outbreak to affect the world the way it has, with some 

of us just now returning to limited church gatherings and others 

still waiting. 

 

As we are navigating how, when—or if—to 

start gathering in-person for worship, many 

of us feel displaced. For those that have 

gone back, church looks a lot different than 

when we left it. The old normal seems like 

an increasingly distant memory.  

 

The Israelites experienced something simi-

lar but to a much greater extent during 

their return from captivity. The temple  

that was supposed to be the center of wor-

ship for the God of the universe had been  

destroyed, and the Israelites were sent to 

Babylon. The books of Ezra & Nehemiah tell the story about their 

return to Israel. This return to normalcy was pretty anticlimactic, 

especially regarding temple worship.  

 

But many of the older priests and Levites and family 

heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud 

when they saw the foundation of this temple being 

laid, while many others shouted for joy. —Ezra 3:12  

 

Those that wept probably had in mind the stories of the temple’s 

dedication where God’s presence descended into the midst of  

Israel’s assembly. Yet, this didn’t happen for them. Yes, they were 

back in their land, and, yes, the temple was being rebuilt. But this 

seemed like a far cry from God’s promise of establishing His king-

dom of perfect peace over all the nations. This shadow of the  

B 
former glory prompted the question of whether that former glory 

would ever return! One thing was for sure: the pre-exile days were 

over, and there was no going back. 

 

But God had something greater in mind. After all, His covenant was 

not with a building but with a community of 

people. A few hundred years later, Jesus—

God Incarnate—was conceived and born into 

the world. He is the true Temple. After His 

death, resurrection, and ascension, this new 

group of believers are revealed to be the 

place where God’s Holy Spirit rests and 

dwells.  It is through this community that 

God sets up His temple, and it is to this com-

munity He entrusts His kingdom. God has al-

ways intended His creation to be His cosmic 

temple, and us humans to work as priests 

within this ultimate temple. [By the way, the 

people at the Bible Project can tell a lot of 

this with much cooler imagery, and it is 

worth looking up! https://bibleproject.com/explore/temple/.] 

 

So, why am I talking about all of this temple stuff? It’s because it 

helps us understand where we are in this season. I do not believe 

God allows things to happen arbitrarily. He knew this pandemic 

would happen and disrupt our old normal way of doing church.  

Instead of trying to go back to the “former glory” or mourning its 

loss like the repatriated Israelites, we should recognize that we are 

moving from one kind of glory to another. God has something 

greater in mind. 

 

God has allowed what can be shaken to be shaken, so what is un-

shakable remains (Hebrews 12:26-28). We have the opportunity to 

ask ourselves: “What is the Church without a building? Do we see 

the Church continuing to live and thrive? Did we put more trust in 
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our temples/buildings/programs than in the Living God?” The Church is ultimately a com-

munity of believers. All we need is two or three for Christ’s presence and authority to be 

in the midst of us. For me, this has been a sobering reminder that I have maybe put too 

much emphasis on our centralized gatherings. Don’t get me wrong, I love being able to 

see believers together in groups, and I miss it! However, I fear I have leaned toward mak-

ing the same mistakes the Israelites did. They focused too much on a physical center of 

worship and lost sight of the main mission, which was to be a light to the nations. The  

mission wasn’t to hoard God’s presence but to spread it far and wide! 

 

A great irony for me is that being that light is what we try to emphasize at Outpost. Our 

groups are really meant to be a communitas (a temporary liminal gathering for the pur-

pose of change) more than a permanent static community. Throughout Strive—our sum-

mer masculinity program for 

young men--we emphasize that 

the goal of healing is ultimately 

not for yourself, but so that you 

can return to your community 

as a good gift. And we have 

seen many men do just that. In fact, we have had four weddings of alumni this summer 

(my own included). Our mission is not to hoard what God is doing, but to multiply it. 

 

Even as we think of more enduring communities, such as our local churches, we must real-

ize that these are not meant to be permanent and static. Our Christian “temple worship” 

was never intended to be contained within four walls. Our churches—and our gatherings 

of even two or three—are ultimately transitional spaces leading into God’s Kingdom and 

the fullness of Jesus’ rule and reign over everything when He returns! We are the living 

Temple, and we are meant to grow and expand and see God’s presence spread across all 

creation and all spheres of society. 

 

So when we think about community as Christians, let us not get discouraged by re-

strictions on how we meet or how long this will last. This is an opportunity to embrace a 

new kind of normal. A normal that truly realizes the priesthood of believers. A normal that 

fulfills our call to carry God’s presence to all people, all places, and all circumstances. That 

why we are called an Outpost. We stand at the farthest edges of the Kingdom, and we are 

seeking to expand that Kingdom into the hardest and darkest places of our world. 

Outpost Ministries was formed in 1976 to meet the 
needs of men and women seeking freedom from 
unwanted same-sex attractions. We offer teaching, 
encouragement and support to individuals, families 
and churches in the Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN, area 
and throughout the Upper Midwest.  
 
Outpost emphasizes obedience to God's Word, 
which begins the healing process. For over 40 years, 
we have been proclaiming the transforming power 
of Jesus Christ for the same-sex attracted, the gay-
identified and the broken Body of Christ.  

 
Outpost News is published 11 months a year and is 
sent free upon request. An annual donation of $30 
is appreciated to cover printing and postage costs. 
An electronic version is available through our web-
site. 

 
Joy Knoll, Editor 
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Jonathan M. became the Student Ministries Coordina-
tor at Outpost in July 2018 and Director in September 
2019. Jonathan also works as a youth pastor in a 
church. He has had diverse ministry experiences at 
churches in Beijing and Singapore. He loves spicy food, 
traveling, and almost anything “nerdy.”  

Plan now to join us for the fall Auction Brunch Gala! 
 
This brunch gala will feature spectacular items and unique experiences 
with values ranging from $30-$300+. Enjoy brunch and conversation with 
staff and board members during the silent auction and be ready for an 
exciting live auction to close out the morning. All proceeds go to  
support the general ministry of Outpost and TCJHOP. 
 
Join us and invite a friend or two for brunch and fun, great items, and 
our entertaining live auction. You can spend time with staff, get to know 
us better, and further this vital ministry in the Twin Cities. Registration is 
open now at outpostministries.org/events 



Dear Friends,  

 

The chart above reflects the numbers 

through the end of June. Many of you 

have been so generous to support us in 

this lean season. Summer is already a 

time of lower giving, but with the pan-

demic, we, as with most non-profits, are 

feeling a greater pinch. As always, our 

financial situation remains in God’s 

hands, where we know it is securely held. 

If you are able to make a recurring or 

one-time gift, you can initiate that on 

our website: outpostministries.org/

donate.  

 

With Gratitude,  

Joy Knoll 

Communications Manager 

Financial Update  

August Distinctions Seminar 

 

Our next Distinctions seminar is on Sat-

urday, August 8, 2020. There are still 

seats available for attending either in-

person or via Zoom. The day will run 

from 9:30 am–3:30 pm. Bring your own 

bag lunch or order a box lunch when 

you register. The cost is $15 per  

person, and box lunches are $10 each.  

 

For more details and to register, visit  

outpostministries.org/events.  

July 18: Dan P. preached at Maple Plain 
Community Church; Maple Plain, MN.  

Aug 8: Distinctions Seminar.    

Sept 12: Auction Brunch Gala, Marriot 
West, Minneapolis, MN. See page 2 for 
details.  

Oct 10: Called Out of Darkness Celebra-
tion; Location TBD.   

Since our schedule is regularly chang-
ing, visit the Outpost website to see up
-to-date information. 

Prayer Requests  

Praise God that community has been 
built among the groups this summer 
despite social distancing and Covid-19.  

Pray for the planning of programs and 
events for the rest of the year, that 
healing and ministry can still happen 
and be supported financially. 

Pray that our country would experi-
ence a revival, a turning back to God 
and His Word, that we might be unified 
in Him.  

Pray that the Strive young men would 
have a wrap-up weekend retreat of en-
counter with God.   

Ministr y Events  

CrossCurrent is an 8 week inner-
healing course that Outpost is 
sponsoring this fall.  It will be 
Thursday nights from 6:30 - 8:00 
pm.  Dates will run September 17 - 
November 5. The cost is $80 for 
the book & the course. We are try-
ing to set up a few locations, so 
nothing has been finalized yet. For 
locations details as they are decid-
ed as well as to register for the 
course, check our website: out-
postministries.org/get-involved.  

 Focus on the Hope you have in 
Jesus! 

 Prepare your heart for the joy set 
before you! 

 Experience resurrection power! 

 Come out of despair and dark-
ness! 

 Come into glorious light! 

 Learn how to experience more of 
what Jesus has for you! 

Distinctions Seminar  



ON Here’s a gift of: $25 $50 $100 $500 $1000 $5000 Other: $   

This gift is to support the ministry of ____________________________ (List staff name or other designation) 

Name:         Circle card type:  

Address:        Card Number:        

City, State, ZIP:       Name on Card:        

Phone: (    )    -    Signature:        

E-mail:         Expiration Date:  ____/_____ (MM/YY) CVV: _______ 
 

Credit Card Gifts: I authorize Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer to charge my credit card for the above amount.  
Should I choose to cancel this transaction, I will contact Outpost within 24 hours at 763-592-4700 or 

      OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org. 
 

Outpost is a ministry of the Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer, which is incorporated under the Minnesota Nonprofit Corporation Act. Contributions are 
solicited with the understanding that Outpost Ministries has complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds. For questions or to make an 
additional contribution, contact our Donor Relations Manager, 763-592-4700 x114. No goods or services are provided in connection with these gifts unless 
otherwise noted. 

   Please Cut Along Dotted Line and Return With Your Donation    
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