
Dear Friends, 

During the first week of June, Annetta and I traveled to Ridgecrest Conference Center in western North Carolina for the annual 

HOPE Conference of the Restored Hope Network (RHN). RHN is a network of like-minded ministries that Outpost helped to 

found in 2012 under the banner “Jesus Christ has life-changing power.” RHN replaced the apostate network of ministries called 

Exodus, Int’l, of which Outpost was also a founding member in 1976. 

The conference started with “Member Day.” This yearly meeting of network ministry leaders is held to take care of RHN business 

including elections, ministry reports, fellowship, and so on. The remaining days are attended by leaders, ministry participants, 

family, and friends. The activities include plenary worship sets, keynote addresses, breakout sessions, and ministry times.  

Some of the highlights of the conference were: 

 The variety of keynote addresses. We heard from Anne Paulk, RHN Executive Director; Dr. Julie Hamilton, LMFT; Dr. Paul 

Hruz, pediatric endocrinologist; Tamika “Uproot that thang” Sanders of Coming Out, Inc.; and Jeff Simunds, Director of Tower 

of Light Ministries in Seattle. 

 The worship times focused on Jesus Christ and His work in our lives. 

 A series of inspiring testimonies from Laura Perry Smalts of First Stone Ministries , Oklahoma City; Dee Barnes of His Wonder-

ful Works, Atlanta; Mike Newland of ReStory Ministries with the Assemblies of God (and a former Outpost intern!), Minneapolis; Maria 

Nistri of Exchange Ministries, Orlando; Gene and Anita Eggman of AboutHOPE Ministries, Springdale, AR; and Rev. Bob Stith of 

the Southern Baptist Convention special ministry to sexual brokenness and Living Hope Ministries , Dallas. 

 A posthumous Lifetime Achievement Award presentation to Ted Schneider, founder of AboutHOPE Ministries , who passed 

away this past January. 

 A sampling of helpful breakout sessions:  

 Dr. Linda Seiler spoke on “The Five Streams,” discussing five differing Christian views on the LGBTQ+ question. 

 Maria Nistri talked about “Earnestness and the Great Exchange.” 

 Dr. Paul Hruz of the Catholic Medical Association and the Christian Medical and Dental Association (with Laura Perry Smalts) 

shared insight into “Practical Issues in Addressing Sex-Discordant Gender Identity.” 

 Dr. Julie Hamilton presented  “Silence of the Church on LGBT Issues and Steps Toward Change.” 

 Plenty of free time to explore the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

We want to encourage everyone reading this to consider attending an RHN HOPE Conference in the future. Next year, plans are 

in place to offer the conference completely online. This will allow for lower cost and easier access to the conference materials. In 

2024 the conference will once again be live and in person at a site to be announced. In the meantime, this year’s conference videos 

will be made available during the summer via www.restoredhopenetwork.org . Please take advantage of this excellent opportunity 

to increase your knowledge and experience of the ministries operating out of biblical clarity and conviction! 

In Christ, 

July 2022 
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Voices of Outpost 

“After spending the last 25 years consistently praying for my children and seeing no results, all of a sudden, there are some real 

breakthroughs! While attending college, my daughter wrote a long letter to me stating that she was gay. Almost since then, 

she has been living abroad as a woman married to another woman and mother to two boys. Now, after having been married to 

this woman for about 20 years, my daughter is divorced and informed me that she has been dating a man. While she is heavily 

involved in new-age philosophy, to me, it's a start! Also, when I was on a hike with my high school-aged grandson last summer, 

he asked me, "So, who is God?” Wow! That was an amazing question coming from a boy who has never even been exposed to 

Christianity! On top of that, my son, who struggles with serious depression, recently asked me to go to church with him. We're 

talking about a man who has not been to church since Confirmation days now visiting a Bible-believing, multicultural church! 

As he currently attends occasionally to hear the jazzy music, I am trusting our God to finish what He has started in my son and 

in all my family. 

I have enjoyed the support of Elijah Company since its beginning. Without their prayers and support, I’m sure I would be with-

out that hope. As it's often been said, “it's not over until it’s over,” so hang in there and keep the faith!” 

Applications for the Living Waters book study will be available starting July 11 on the 

Outpost website. Deadline to apply is August 8. The study will run on Mondays, 

September 12, 2022 - February 13, 2023 from 7:00 - 9:00 pm. Cost remains $80 per 

person, which includes a copy of the book. For more information or to sign up, please 

email us at outpostinfo@outpostministries.org. 
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We're getting ready for our fall auction and can use your help. We 

need some key items to help us build some exciting baskets for 

everyone to bid on. Here's what we are looking to gather in the 

next 30 days: 

 $35 gift cards to Minnesota State Parks, Red Robin, Buffalo Wild 

Wings, and Barnes & Noble 

 $25 gift cards to REI, CostPlus World Market, Bill's Imported 

Foods, Mad Hatter Tea Room, and Hy-Vee 

 $10 gift cards to Chick-fil-A, Wendy's, Sencha, Caribou, Bean 

There, and Starbucks 

If you are able to help, contact the office to make arrangements 

for us to receive them. Thank you so much for your support! 

Fall  Auction Help  

 June 23: 40 people attended our 18th annual Called Out of 

Darkness event held at Redeeming Love Church. We had a     

fantastic time of worship and testimonies. 

 July 11: Living Waters applications for fall 2022 will be available 

on the Outpost website. 

Praise God for a successful and meaningful evening at our Called 

Out of Darkness celebration! 

Praise God for those who continue to give faithfully during the 

summer months! 

Pray for new donors during the summer season. 

Pray for summer participants as they continue to lean into God, 

that they would experience God’s hope and healing in their lives. 

Ministr y Calendar/Prayer Requests  


