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hy do scandals happen? We lament the down-
fall of famous Christian leaders like Jimmy 
Swaggart in the 1980s. The most recent 

shock: Ray Boltz. Last month in a feature article in the 
Washington Blade, the nation’s most prominent gay maga-
zine, he announced he was gay. You may remember Boltz’s 
biggest Christian hit, “Thank You” from 1988. 

Scandals happen because of a lack of love. 
This is not to say that Ray Boltz did not love God, nor 

that God did not love Ray. I think it was because Ray Boltz 
did not experience the love of God through the Body of 
Christ. His heart was not filled with love. Love could have 
been there all along, but Ray didn’t feel it. 

Listen to what Jesus had to say about what love does: 
Love makes you do whatever your lover says. That’s a loose 
translation of his actual words, but think about it. By saying, 
Love makes you do whatever your lover says, Jesus is teach-
ing relational truth. Lets’ take a closer look. 

I recently got married. And I’m not the perfect example 
of a lover or a loved one, but my wife loves me and I love 
her. About a month into wedded bliss, she said to me, “I can 
drop you off at work every morning if you will leave the 
house three hours earlier than you did before.” Three 
hours? In the MORNING? That is really early. And I am 
NOT a morning person. To be fair, there are a few other 
issues at play here, but I have been leaving the house three 
hours early. I could say, she makes me leave the house three 
hours early and the external reality would concur: I get to 
work at 7:45 in the morning instead of 11 A.M! But my 
wife is not making me do anything. My LOVE for her is 
compelling me to go along with her plan. 

There is the difference between the words obey and 
comply. With compliance, the behavior outwardly goes 
along with the program, but with obedience the inward atti-
tude is radically different. 

Listen to Jesus’ words: If you love me, you will obey 
what I command, John 14:15. Love makes you do whatever 
your lover says. 

We might ask the question, “Since Ray Boltz is declar-
ing himself to be gay and has admitted to living a ‘pretty 
normal gay life,’ Who is his lover?” I’m not asking who his 
sex partner is. But, from whom does he experience the most 
love of all? 

Could it be God calling Ray to declare his homosexual-
ity and live accordingly? We evangelicals are disturbed by 
this question, but the world is asking it and they are 
wrongly concluding that God DID make Ray Boltz to be 
gay, and therefore, Ray needs to conform to it. Again, most 
of us Bible-believing evangelicals are horrified by that logic. 

Is, therefore, the love of God not powerful enough to 
draw sinners in? God’s love IS powerful enough to draw 
sinners to himself! Yet, if this love of God which we claim 
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W to proclaim is so powerful, why isn’t everyone obeying 
Christ’s commands? 

This is precisely the question we ought to be asking. I 
think it is because some cannot receive God’s love. Their 
“love sensors” have gotten disconnected and don’t register 
the love flowing by! Their “love receptors” have gotten 
clogged and don’t allow incoming love! Is there healing for 
that? There is a solution: it’s simple mechanics. Clean out 
the sensors! 

Spiritually, we need to experience the love of God in 
our lives. Sin clogs the heart, so to speak, and won’t allow 
love in. Let me ask you, “How well-loved do you feel in a 
relationship when you feel guilt?” Guilt prevents the heart 
from receiving love. And there is a simple solution for that: 
confession! When we confess that we have harmed another 
and ask forgiveness, the love receptor gets unclogged! Then 
we can “feel the love.”  

I don’t know why this is so hard for people to under-
stand: it’s Psych 101 Secular Psychology! It works in every 
relationship and it works in our relationship with God! Je-
sus said,  Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been for-
given—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven 
little loves little, Luke 7:47.  

Folks, if Christians keep saying, “It’s not sin,” it pre-
vents people from experiencing the forgiveness of sin, and 
therefore, the love of God! 

Could it be the Church calling Ray to do what he’s 
done? We’ve heard the tired and worn out expression, “love 
the sinner, hate the sin.” If the Church were actually loving 
sinners, they would come into repentance left and right, 
since that’s the Church’s message, right? Rather, some 
Christians are leaving the Church to pursue lives of self-
indulgence. I believe it’s because the Love of the World feels 
stronger than the Love of the Church. 

This is a sad commentary on the Church. Could the 
love of the gay com-
munity be stronger 
than the love of the 
Church? It seems es-
pecially so for Ray 
Boltz. He must feel 
their love more than 
he feels our love: he’s 
responding to their love by doing what they tell him to do! 
And isn’t that exactly what Jesus said would happen?  

Something needs to change, people, and methinks it’s 
us! We need to repent! We have become like Simon the 
Pharisee and others, to whom Jesus said, he who has been 
forgiven little loves little. Our capacity to love has been lim-
ited by our lack of forgiveness. Maybe we haven’t seen our-
selves as the sinners? There are strong words in the New 
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Our next Living Waters Program will 
begin October 30 and will continue on 
Thursdays from 7-10 PM through May 
21. The program requires an applica-
tion and interview process; this year’s 
cost is $325. The application deadline 
is upon us! Visit our website or contact 
us by phone for more information.   

Testament about this attitude, So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that 
you don't fall, 1 Corinthians 10:12. 

So, if what Jesus said in regards to the woman in Luke 7 is true, then what Ray 
Boltz is doing is completely understandable. He can’t stay in relationship with the 
Church, because he doesn’t love the Church, because he doesn’t feel loved by the 
Church, because he hasn’t been forgiven by the Church. Granted, he’s refused to con-
fess his sin to the Church, which would open the door to forgiveness. But because he 
feared a potential negative response to his sin by the Church, he remained silent. Fear 
reveals a lack of love, There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because 
fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love,1 John 
4:18. 

Our responsibility as the Church is to love, that is, to selflessly forgive all who 
seek forgiveness. Forgiveness means to stop holding something against another. Of 
course, we cannot extend this love, unless and until we have it. It comes through our 
having been forgiven of much sin as well! If we have been forgiven, we will also love. 

        My experience bears this out: I confessed 
my sin to my pastor; who extended to me, in a 
word, forgiveness. (He wasn’t going to hold it 
against me that I had sinned—even the sin of 
homosexuality—and he welcomed me to fellow-
ship with him and the congregation, the 
church.) That was over 20 years ago. 
        In fact, my journey since then has born this 

out repeatedly. There was my confession to my counselor, to the men in my group 
therapy, to the ministry at Outpost and to the men of my 12-step group. Then there 
was my confession to my parents, then “the world.” 

I really took the scriptures to heart when I read in James 5:16, Therefore confess 
your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed (emphasis 
added). I figured the more I confessed, the more healed I’d be. Then I’d feel forgiven 
and loved from my forgivers. Who were my forgivers? Anyone who would not hold it 
against me anymore that I’d fallen into homosexual sin! So I kept on confessing! In 
fact, if you’ll notice, I’m doing it right now! And I’m healed more every time I confess. 

The biblical precedent for this is Revelation 12:11 (italics added): 
 

They overcame him  
      by the blood of the Lamb  
      and by the word of their testimony;  
   they did not love their lives so much  
      as to shrink from death. 
 
Our Christian walk has a rhythm to it: death unto resurrection. That is, we face 

death in order to live. If it is death to our reputation as a “good Christian,” then so be 
it! 

When we become the “confessing Church” we will much more likely be the kind 
of Church that someone like Ray Boltz would want to risk confessing a struggle with 
homosexuality. 

Why is that? There is a “personality” if you will of a person who knows his sin 
and his forgiveness. It is very attractive to others. I remember thinking a long time ago 
that I MIGHT confess my sin and struggles to certain people, because I had a sense 
about them that they knew the love of Jesus. I sensed that I would be met with a for-
giving spirit, and I became willing to take the risk. I’m so glad I did! 

My first confession of my struggle with homosexuality was at Bible Camp when I 
was only 13. Had I not had that experience and been met with love, I might not have 
taken subsequent opportunities to confess, and indeed, to develop a Christian lifestyle 
of confession. Ultimately, I might have chosen to stop confessing altogether. 

Ray Boltz never confessed his sin about homosexuality. He couldn’t believe that 
the Church would not hold it against him that he had that particular struggle. In short, 
he couldn’t believe that homosexuality was forgivable. Sadly, he concluded that since 
it was not forgivable, it must not be sinful, because (and this is true) God forgives all 
sins. I believe that, in great measure, this is where we are in the world today: there is 
no sin, therefore no forgiveness, therefore no love. (Look at all the violence!) 

Gratefully, Jesus came to reverse that: since there IS love, there is forgiveness. ONONON  
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Sin clogs the heart ... and 
won’t allow love in 

Dan Puumala 
celebrated fifteen years 

on staff at 
Outpost Ministries 

September 15, 2008 

E-Newsletter Newsflash! 
 
Please sign up for the Outpost News 
in our new e-newsletter format! 
Visit our website to self-subscribe 
and unsubscribe at any time!  
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NEWS FROM THE FRONT 

Ministry & Other Events A Call to Prayer A Word About Finance $ 

9/5 David & Luke represented Outpost 
at Northwestern College, Roseville, 
MN  

9/6 Dan was a guest on The Pastor’s 
Study Live! KKMS 980 AM  

9/13 Outpost staff hosted the 
Understanding Homosexuality 
Seminar at New Hope Church, New 
Hope, MN for 58 people! 

9/21 Dan spoke at Northbrook Alliance 
Church, Brooklyn Center, MN  

10/10-11 Onething Regional 
Conference at Hosanna! Lutheran 
Church, Lakeville, MN 

10/11 Fourth Annual Called Out of 
Darkness Celebration at 
Northbrook Alliance Church, 
Brooklyn Center, MN  

10/12 Dan will represent the ministry 
at Berean Baptist Church, 
Burnsville, MN 

10/24-26 Exodus North Central Tier 
Regional Conference at Green Lake 
Conference Center, Green Lake, 
WI. Visit www.exodus.to/
conference or contact us for 
registration details.  

• Pray for the applicants to our fall 
Living Waters program, that they 
will receive much of God’s grace 
for the journey, be guided through 
the interview process, be 
financially prepared for the costs 
involved.  

• Pray as we plan our upcoming 
Called Out of Darkness Celebration. 
This event was initiated in 
response to National Coming Out 
Day.  We are celebrating being 
called out of homosexuality into 
the light of Christ! There promises 
to be a lot of spiritual warfare 
surrounding October 11! 

• If you have a personal prayer need 
for yourself or for a family 
member, please let us know via 
phone, email or letter. We will 
intercede on your behalf during 
our Wednesday staff prayer time 
between 11 AM and 12:30 PM. You 
are always welcome to join us!  

 

This is that awkward time of year 
that we cannot report to you with cer-
tainty our financial position. That is 
because our fiscal year has closed and 
the books have not been audited yet. 
There are still accounts receivable out-
standing and pre-paid expenses show-
ing up in this fiscal year. Hopefully, 
the audit will happen before next 
month’s newsletter and we’ll have a 
clear picture of our standing.  

Meantime, I can tell you this that 
we have suffered from poor cash flow 
during these past four weeks or so 
since I last reported to you. This is not 
atypical for this time of year: summer’s 
past and school has started, along with 
everyones very busy schedules. We are 
continuing to press ahead, despite our 
uncertainty: will staff be paid? When? 

Nate Oyloe has passed along to our 
whole staff a word he believes is from 
God: Oil is more valuable than gold 
during economic hard times. In the 
USA at this time, we are faced with 
perhaps the worst economic news 
since the Great Depression. There is a 
crisis in the home mortgage markets, 
which is having devastating effects on 
the whole American economy. But we 
have been investing in “oil” at Outpost 
for quite some time: our lamp will not 
burn out! Therefore, we ought to keep 
investing in “oil” (by prayer and fast-
ing we seek the Holy Spirit’s filling) 
and continue to seek our finances from 
the only reliable Source: the King!  

You can help us “stay afloat” with-
out sending us a dime: subscribe to our 
e-newsletter format through our web-
site! It will save us a lot on printing 
and postage! 

 
Bless you as you consider investing in 
this “oil” with us,  
 
 
 

 
Dan Puumala 
Executive Director 

Exodus Regional Conference 
This year’s theme is Embracing 
the Process, and will be October 
24-26 at Green Lake, WI. Regis-
tration is $175 per person or 
$300 for married couples. 
Speaker Kathy Koch (pro-
nounced “Cook”), an Exodus 
“favorite,” will be a special in-
spiration to parents and educa-
tors, and as always, to anyone 
who struggles with anything! 
Contact Outpost by phone for a 
registration form or go online  
to www.exodus.to/conference 
for registration by credit card.  

Introducing: 
New Worship CD by Nate Oyloe 
Special For Orders by 10/31: 

Support the Encountering Jesus 
Young Adult Internship Program 

with your purchase at $18 
(includes all taxes/S/H) 

(You’ll receive a tax-deductible receipt for $6) 

Order this CD 
ç  on our 
Response on 
Next Page     î 

http://www.exodus.to/
http://www.exodus.to/conference


 
O8X   
= Here’s a gift of: = $35 = $100 = $500 = $2000 = Other:    = $18/ea for Nate’s Worship CD 
= This gift to support ministry of        (Designate staff name you choose to support) 
= Please send me information about signing up for monthly credit card or EFT gifts or United Way giving.
=  I want to purchase Nate’s Worship CD for $18/each. Please send this many:  (list quantity here) 

 

Name:         Circle card type:  

Address:        Card Number:        

City, State, ZIP:       Name on card:        

Phone: ( _____ ) _______ -     Signature:         

E-mail:        Expiration Date: ____ / _____ CSC code:    
                         ( MM  /  YY )  (found on signature panel on card back) 

Contributions are solicited with the understanding that Outpost Ministries has complete discretion and control over the use 
of all donated funds. However, the gift designation preference will be honored by Outpost up to the amount needed for that 
designation. All funds received in excess of need will be applied to the general fund. No goods or services are provided in 
connection with donations. All gifts to Outpost are tax-deductible per IRS code 501(c)3. Some MN contributions may be tax-
deductible call with questions. Outpost is a member in good standing of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountabil-
ity (www.ECFA.org), 2008. 

UTPOST, INC 
PO Box 22429 
Robbinsdale, MN 55422-0429 

  
 

 y   Please Cut Along Dotted Line and Return With Your Donation /Payment  z 
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