
sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name 
that shall not be cut off (Is. 56:4-5). I felt like a eunuch 
and a foreigner cut off from God. 

Four months into mentoring, learning about many 
of the reasons for my sexual struggles, succumbing to 
temptation yet not wanting to give up, Nate challenged 
me to attend a weekend inner-healing conference. Dur-
ing the Saturday morning session, the main speaker 
quoted from Luke 6:46, Why do you call me ‘Lord, 
Lord’ and not do what I say? He linked that phrase to 
another: If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.  
My Father will love him, and we will come to him and 
make our home with him (John 14:23, NIV). His teach-
ing challenged me.  

I was annoyed, and 
I raced out of the audi-
torium. I said quietly, 
“Am I one of those 
people who calls You  
‘Lord’ but doesn’t do what You say?” I sensed the pres-
ence of God as I heard a gentle “Yes” in my spirit. Im-
mediately, one Scripture pounded on my memory—if 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will go in 
and eat with him, and he with me (Rev. 3:20). 

The language of dining captured me. At the time I 
was working at a boutique wine shop in Minneapolis 
and had spent several years studying the finer points of 
wine appreciation. Having God dine with me was a 
powerful image. I responded, “You’re the Master of the 
Universe; You made me. I’m like a house, God, but I’m 
a squatter in this body—why don’t you come make 
Your home with me?” After crying, confessing and feel-
ing released from much of the anger and bitterness I 
had carried for so long, I returned to the conference. I 
felt cleansed from all those years of seeking love and 
strength from the bodies of other men. God became the 
Master of my life in a new way that day. 

At my session with Nate the following week, he not-
ed that I looked different. I felt different. “God didn’t 
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“I  don’t know how to help you, but I know 
people who do.” With those words, my pas-

tor gave me the telephone number for Outpost Minis-
tries. I had approached him after about a year-and-a-
half of attending the little south Minneapolis Presby-
terian church near my apartment. My desire for God 
and a life of holiness was conflicting with my addiction 
to finding satisfaction in sexual encounters with men. 

I was ready to acknowledge that I had a problem 
and needed help out of it, but I wasn’t quite ready to 
make the phone call. That took another nine months 
as my sexual addictions continued to spiral out of con-
trol. In January 2006, I finally made an appointment 
to meet the Youth-and-College-Age Director at Out-
post Ministries, Nate Oyloe. 

I told him my story just as I had my pastor: I had 
been addicted to pornography since I was ten. I came 
out when I was 16. I spent my college years in Madi-
son, WI, going to gay bars and hooking up with guys 
for one-night stands. After graduation, I started to see 
that living this way was not getting me the Mr. Right I 
longed for. I had seen that all the Mr. Rights were ad-
dicted just as much as I was. I saw that I needed to 
change. Addiction ruled my life. I didn’t want to hit 
rock bottom—whatever that meant. My childhood 
love for God was re-emerging, and I was torn. 

“I’m gay and I’m not interested in changing but I’m 
addicted, and I want more of God. Can you help me?” 
Nate responded that he definitely could help.  

After that initial meeting, I wept in my car as I con-
sidered my life up until that point. I felt compelled to 
participate in what Nate graciously offered me. So I 
sobbed, “God, I’m jumping into whatever this is! If 
you don’t catch me, I’m going to be really angry with 
you!” I was going to take Him at His promise that I 
had read in Isaiah: to the eunuchs who keep My Sab-
baths, and choose what pleases Me, and hold fast My 
covenant, even to them I will give in My house and 
within My walls a place and a name better than that of 

God didn’t make me to be gay, 
but I had no idea what that 

meant.  



make me to be gay,” I said, but I had no idea what that meant. I tried to 
explain what had happened to me over the weekend. I wept profusely 
as I faced leaving behind my gay identity of ten years and my same-sex 
attractions of almost twenty. What would I be—who would I be with-
out homosexuality? 

Surrendering to the Master did not take any of my struggles away in 
an instant. I failed frequently with my old friend, pornography . Each 
time, though, I was learning to listen to the voice of forgiveness. I had 
to trust that His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to 
life and godliness (II Peter 1:3-4). Though the righteous fall seven times, 
they rise again (Proverbs 24:16, NIV).  Healing was getting up again 
and again after each failure and recommitting to the renewal of my 
mind. Same-sex attraction lost its power to name me as I repeatedly sur-
rendered to God, the only One who has the authority to define me. 

Two years into my journey of healing, Nate approached me with 
another challenge—to partner with him in ministry at Outpost. During 
this season, My Bible reading one day landed on the story of Nehemiah 
who was the cupbearer to the king (Neh. 1:11). A man who managed 
the king’s wine and food felt the call to help build the wall of desolate 
Jerusalem. I felt a similar pull to strengthen people in their walk with 
God. I jumped again and joined the staff in January 2008. 

As part of my work, I learned to pray as Paul did for the Ephe-
sians:  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him 
(1:17-19). Singing and praying this and other Scriptures almost daily for 
the last seven years has caused my love to abound more and more (Phil. 
1:9), keeping my heart on His path. As I walked it out, He wrote his 
Law on my heart. I chose what pleased Him, and He fulfilled those 
promises I had read in Isaiah. 

Seeing that agreement in prayer works, two years ago I began to fer-
vently pray that I’d be able to identify with Adam’s statement: This now 
is bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh (Gen. 2:23). I felt it was part 
of my inheritance as a man created in God’s image to love a woman in 
strength. Amazingly, God moved a woman here from Kansas City, MO, 
to be part of Living Waters. She started attending Outpost’s daily prayer 
meetings, we began to talk, started to date, and then we moved on to-
ward fulfilling the conclusion to Genesis 2: Therefore a man shall leave 
his father and mother, and cleave unto his wife (2:24). We were married 
in September 2013 and are expecting our firstborn in June! 

Now, just as God called Abram to leave his country and his family 
and he learned how to trust (Gen. 12:1), God has been confirming His 
call for me to keep jumping. I have prayed and sought counsel as I have 
considered another jump into the unknown. And so, I have resigned 
from my position as Vice-President of Corporate Operations to be avail-
able for the next season of God’s leading. The calling remains—teach 
My people the difference between the holy and the unholy, and cause 
them to discern between the unclean and the clean (Ezekiel 44:23), but 
the assignment—the place where the calling happens—is in transition. 

I now feel very much like Jacob returning to Ca-
naan:  I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies and 
of all the truth which You have shown Your servant; for I 
crossed over this Jordan with my staff, and now I have 
become two companies (Gen. 32:10). I don’t quite yet 
know where God is leading, but He has proven Himself 
to me as He has renewed my strength according to His 
Word. I will continue to agree with what King David 
said, I will run the course of Your commandments, for 
You shall enlarge my heart (Psalm 119:32). 
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Prayer Needs 

Finances: Increased support for each staff 
member. For the new Financial Advisory 
Team, to guide this ministry into full 
funding. 

Ministry: All programming leaders, 
volunteers and participants, including 
our summer programming. 

Staff: Opportunities to speak and educate, 
opportunities for follow-up and fund-
raising. Increased unity, communication, 
the furthering of our own healing as we 
keep reorganizing and clarifying jobs.  

Special: The healing of Dan Puumala’s 
vision; “Humility 2014” outreach with 
Trinity Works; growing prayer teams and 
leaders in JHOP. Event with Dr. Nicolosi, 
positive reception and large attendance. 

Out and About Financial Picture 

At the end of last year, Nate Oyloe, 
CEO, recruited the help of Brad Baar 
and Dave Osborn to guide Outpost’s 
finances in a more concerted way. 
Since they took the reins, they have 
reformatted and streamlined the 
budgeting process. They have a large 
vision for getting this ministry into a 
position to grow financially. As we 
grow financially, we will be better 
suited to growing our outreach and 
ministry. Please pray for them as 
they implement that vision. 

As you can see from the chart above, 
while we’re not at “budget”, we’re 
staying within our income. Dave and 
Brad will certainly see these num-
bers grow! 

This spring and summer will be an 
amazing time of ministry throughout 
the Twin Cities. The insightful Dr. 
Nicolosi comes in May, then the 
“Humility 2014” evangelistic out-
reach during Gay Pride at the end of 
June. Join us in prayer for these 
events and for all the lost, the 
“missing” and the broken. 

—David Hall 

3/27 Living Waters ended 

4/1 JHOP Solemn Assembly 

4/4 Pure Joy! Celebration 

4/8 Foundations 1 

4/15 Foundations 2 

4/22 Foundations 3 

4/29 Foundations 1 

5/2-3 Outpost Educates with Dr. Joseph 
Nicolosi of NARTH, see ad 

5/6 JHOP Solemn Assembly 

5/13 & 20 Foundations 2 and 3 

6/28-29 “Humility 2014” Outreach with 
Trinity Works at Twin Cities Gay Pride 
events, Minneapolis, MN 

All groups meet Tuesdays, 7 PM 

 Intro class for all 
new participants, 

pastors, friends and family.        
ALiesch@OutpostMinistries.org 

Teaching, fellowship 
and prayer for men 

30+.  DPuumala@OutpostMinistries.org 

Teaching, fellowship and 
prayer for men 18-29.            

ZJohnson@OutpostMinistries.org 

Parents, family and 
friends prayer sup-

port. BBaar@OutpostMinistries.org 

Prayer and discus-
sion for couples.        

DRasmussen@OutpostMinistries.org 

20-week intensive for 
men and women includes 
teaching, prayer and 
small group ministry. App 
and interview required. 

DPuumala@OutpostMinistries.org 

 
Justice House of Prayer 
Public prayer meetings:  
Mon-Thur, 8 AM to noon. 
All-day public “Solemn 

Assembly” & public teaching: First 
Tuesday of month, 10 AM to 9 PM. 
CEckhardt@OutpostMinistries.org 

Get Involved at Outpost 

 

Help us clean our office space and 
the church we rent from. 

We clean next on  
Thursday, May 1, 2014 

1—3 PM. 
If you can help, let Ariel know 

at 763-592-4700 x115. 



 

O44  = Here’s a gift of: =$30 =$100 =$500 =$1000 =$5000 =$15,000 =Other: $        

= This gift is to support the ministry of _____________________________ (List person you choose to support) 

Name:         Circle card type:  

Address:        Card Number:        

City, State, ZIP:       Name on card:        

Phone: ( _____ ) _______ - ___________________ Signature:         

E-mail:         Expiration Date:   /   (MM/YY)   

= Please E-mail me my Statements from now on! Credit Card Gifts: I authorize Outpost, Inc., to charge 
my credit card for the above amount. Should I choose to cancel this transaction, I will contact 
Outpost within 24 hours at 763-592-4700 or OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org. 

 
                          

Contributions are solicited with the understanding that Outpost Ministries has complete discretion and control over 
the use of all donated funds. Your gift designation preference will be honored up to the amount needed for that des-
ignation. All funds received in excess of need will be applied to the general fund. No goods or services are provided 
in connection with donations. All gifts to Outpost are tax-deductible per IRS code 501(c)(3). Outpost is a 2014 
member-in-good-standing of the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (www.ECFA.org). The ECFA seal is 
visible evidence to donors that ECFA member organizations adhere to the highest standards of financial integrity 
and Christian ethics. We are a charity you can trust. 

   Please Cut Along Dotted Line and Return With Your Donation    
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Invitation to Outpost Educates 
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