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King David understood the importance of gazing upon 

the beauty of the Lord in �mes of trouble.  Psalm 27 is a 

prime example of his warfare strategy.  In verses 1-3, he 

declares that the Lord is his light and his salva�on in the 

midst of impending war.  His confidence came from what 

he saw in the light:  a strong God who was figh�ng for him.  

What did he have to be afraid of?  God was on his side.   

 

In 27:4 he proclaims, “One thing I have desired of 

the L./0, that will I seek:  that I may dwell in the house of 

the L./0 all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of 

the L./0, and to inquire in His temple.”  David did not 

want to be caught up in what he could see or hear in the 

natural realm.  He wanted to behold 

the beauty of the Lord and to talk to 

God about the many issues he was 

facing as the new king of Israel.  

What a profound strategy and life vi-

sion! 

 

When I fail to see God in my circumstances, I quickly 

lose hope.  I mean, let’s face it, no one wants to experience 

hatred.  We certainly weren’t created for such an experi-

ence.  Persecu�on for our faith is beginning in our country 

and will most likely increase in the coming years, but I re-

fuse to let self-pity or fear rob me of my glory as a son of 

God.      

 

King David made good on his life vision.  A7er he was 

anointed king over all of Israel and established his throne 

in Jerusalem, he brought the Ark of the Covenant to Mount 

Zion and established a worship center.  The sacrifices 

offered in this tabernacle were very different from the tab-

ernacle of Moses; they were sacrifices of praise, joy and 

thanksgiving (Psalm 95:2, 100:4, 141:2)*.  David hired and 

paid out of his own pocket for singers and musicians to 
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O 
vercoming the life- domina�ng aspects of 

unwanted same-sex aFrac�ons (SSA) is 

difficult.  Homosexuality is rooted in deep 

woundedness and driven by pain and an-

ger; at �mes, it can feel like the prison door will never 

open.  Add to that the shi7s in our culture, and freedom 

can seem even more elusive.  Nearly all spheres of life are 

now suppor�ve of embracing and celebra�ng a gay iden�-

ty, including much of the Western Church.  Someone who 

chooses to walk away from unwanted SSA in this day and 

age is a target for much opposi�on and even persecu�on.  

We at Outpost Ministries are very much hated by the 

world in which we live.   

 

But we do not lose heart.  Je-

sus warned us of such hatred and 

persecu�on.  In fact, His counsel 

was to not be surprised by such 

things; the world hated Him first. 

“If the world hates you, you know 

that it hated Me before it hated you” (John 15:18).  We 

are in good company.  He goes on to say, “If you were of 

the world, the world would love its own.  Yet be-

cause you are not of the world, but I chose you out of 

the world, therefore the world hates you” (15:19).  The 

hatred of the world is a tes�mony that we are not of the 

world.  We have been chosen out of this world!  Hallelu-

jah!  Therefore, we do not marvel at the world’s hatred of 

us but at the reality of God’s love and that we are now His 

children.  We do not fix our eyes on hatred but on love.   

 

Where we choose to fix our gaze will determine 

whether or not we move well through persecu�on.  The 

devil loves to pull away our focus.  In many ways, his pri-

mary goal is the persecu�on of the saints—to get their 

eyes off of Jesus, the author and finisher of their faith.   

Persecu	on for our faith will most 

likely increase, but I refuse to let 

self-pity or fear rob me of my glory 

as a son of God. 
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worship the Lord day and night.  David and his kingdom were blessed and pro-

tected. 

 

In this evil age, I have taken a page out of David’s playbook and established 

a House of Prayer with the goal of offering the sacrifices of praise, joy and 

thanksgiving as well as our pe��ons to the Lord, day and night.  I am convinced 

that this is the only way to operate wisely in the changing culture.  Like David, 

we believe we will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living (Psalm 

27:13).  I believe we will be blessed and protected.   

 

Fixing our eyes on the Unseen can be difficult.  It definitely takes prac�ce.  

I have learned to quiet my heart at different points throughout my day and 

simply ask the ques�on, “Jesus, where are You?”  I am not doub�ng He is with 

me but reacquain�ng myself with the reality of His presence.  This has been 

called “prac�cing the presence of God” by saints of old.  Ul�mately, it is about 

doing my day with God, from the mundane to the serious.   

 

Prac�cing God’s presence has been a saving grace for me on many occa-

sions, especially during various forms of persecu�on.  Knowing God is with me 

and for me truly is, like David said, the strength of my life.   

 

It has also been the key to my working with mentees.  O7en �mes, the is-

sues of struggle and opposi�on they report are quite overwhelming.  One can 

wonder how in the world they will overcome.  But as I remember that not only 

is Jesus with me, but He also lives in me, I have hope to offer them.  Christ in 

me is the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27)!  If Jesus lives in us, there is always 

hope for overcoming unto glory. 

 

Times have changed.  Persecu�on is beginning for Chris�ans in this na�on, 

but God is s�ll on the throne.  He is s�ll sovereign, and He is s�ll beau�ful.  If 

the shi7ing culture has goFen you down, turn off the news, open your Bible 

and gaze upon God’s endless beauty.  “Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, 

and He shall strengthen your heart; wait, I say, on the Lord” (Psalm 27:14). 

 

*Johnson, Bob. “A Short Catechism on the Tabernacle of David.” Tabernacle of David. ZionSong Ministries, 

p., 2000. Web. 15 May 2015.     
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. . . And your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you.  MaFhew 6:4 

We want to send out a big “thank 

you” to all of you who make financial 

contribu�ons to our ministry!  We are 

so grateful that we are surrounded by 

faithful supporters who are true part-

ners in the gospel with us. 

But someone else is taking note.  

Jesus promises that our Father in heav-

en is aware of your generosity and that 

He will reward you.  “Lay up for your-

selves treasures in heaven,” Jesus says.  

Your much-appreciated gi7 to Outpost 

allows us to teach the truth to a com-

munity that desperately needs it.  But 

along with all that your gi7 accomplish-

es here, you are storing up for yourself 

a heavenly reward! 

The month of March brought us a 

liFle closer to the break-even point fi-

nancially.  Revenues are s�ll lagging be-

hind expenses for the year, but the year

-to-date shorSall has been reduced to 

under $3,000. 

Thank you!  

 

Dave Osborn, 

Chief Financial Officer 

Praises & Prayer 

Praise God for His perfect leadership of 

Outpost Ministries! 

Praise God for fruiSulness as we finish 

this season of ministry and transi�on into 

summer programming. 

Pray for unity within the Jus�ce House of 

Prayer and for the grace and wisdom to 

organize for more growth.  

Pray for our seasoned Joshua Fellowship 

men to be empowered to take the next 

step of faith and mentor/disciple others 

within the group. 

Pray that the CalebSpirit men will move 

beyond their fears and have the courage 

to develop healthy same-sex rela�on-

ships. 

Pray for the wives and husbands seeking 

help for the first �me. 

Pray for staff to have our eyes set on Je-

sus and that He will draw us to Himself 

and refresh us. 

 

 

Events Financial Picture 

4/11 Nate H. spoke to the Women’s Mis-

sionary Federa�on, Williston, ND 

4/12 Nate H. spoke at the Associa�on Free 

Lutheran Church in Williston, ND 

4/17-18 Onething Regional, Redeeming 

Love Church, Maplewood, MN 

4/19 Dale spoke at Elmwood Evangelical 

Free Church, St. Anthony, MN 

4/25 Ariel spoke at the District Blitz Youth 

Conference, Rochester, MN 

5/1-3 Nate O. and Nate H. spoke at First 

Bap�st Church, Minot, ND 

5/5 JHOP Solemn Assembly, Northbrook 

Alliance Church, Brooklyn Center, MN 

6/2 JHOP Solemn Assembly, Northbrook 

Alliance Church, Brooklyn Center, MN 

6/29-7/4 Nate H. speaks at the Free Lu-

theran Youth Conven�on, Estes Park, Col-

orado 

7/9 CrossCurrent begins 

 

CrossCurrent begins July 9!   

CrossCurrent is an open, Christ-centered eight-week group for men 

and women seeking truth and grace in their sexuality and rela+on-

ships.  Each mee+ng includes worship, prayer and teach-

ings.  Teachings that make up CrossCurrent include Ge ng Real: 

Jesus and the True Self, Ge ng Healed: How Jesus on the Cross 

Bears our Wounds, Becoming Secure in the Father’s 

Love and Beyond Brokenness.   

CrossCurrent is a great introduc+on to the healing journey.  The cost 

for the program is $25.  For more info, contact Jean M. at 763-592-

4700 x 108 or e-mail her at jmersberger@outpostministries.org. 



O55 Here’s a gift of:        $25      $50    $100   $500      $1000  $5,000 Other: $      

This gift is to support the ministry of _____________________________ (List name of staff member) 

Name:         Circle card type:  

Address:        Card Number:        

City, State, ZIP:       Name on Card:        

Phone: (    )    -    Signature:         

E-mail:         Expiration Date:  /   (MM/YY)   

         Credit Card Gifts: I authorize Outpost, Inc., to charge my credit card for the above amount.                                                    
      Should I choose to cancel this transaction, I will contact Outpost within 24 hours at 763-592-4700 or 

OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org. 
 
Outpost Ministries is exempt from federal income taxes per IRS Code 501(c)(3) which requires that Outpost, Inc. must maintain 
complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds. Your gift designation preference will be honored up to the 
amount needed for that designation. Excess funds will be applied where needed most. All gifts to Outpost are tax-deductible; 
no goods or services are provided in connection with these gifts. Outpost is a member in good standing of the Evangelical 
Council for Financial Accountability (www.ECFA.org). We’re a charity you can trust.  

   Please Cut Along Dotted Line and Return With Your Donation    
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