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Christ (as He has for some).  Instead, I have a long list of 

blessings that have resulted from this sa�sfying journey.  

Whatever “Long’s Peak” trek that the Lord has given you, I 

would like to offer you some encouragement to persevere.  

 

Never, never, never give up.  “Never give in--never, 

never, never, never . . .” Winston Churchill told the stu-

dents at Harrow School in 1941 in a speech en�tled “The 

Unrelen�ng Struggle”.  Let this be your resolve.  Of course 

it would be easier to stop climbing and head downhill.  The 

culture is constantly telling you to embrace a gay iden�ty, 

find a same-sex partner and live out your desires.  Family 

members, friends, and others believe that you are denying 

your true self.  Sadly, some churches 

have the same message.  Along with 

these voices, the desires of our flesh 

scream for sa�sfac�on.  But Jesus 

said that the “gate is wide and the 

way is easy that leads to destruc-

�on” (Ma9hew 7:13, ESV).  Though 

there are hardships and setbacks, unfulfilled longings and 

loved ones who don’t understand, keep climbing. 

 

It gets easier!  If you are scaling Long’s--par�cularly 

the “Keyhole” route--the most difficult stretch is at the 

summit, where there is a treacherous two-mile climb.  

Those in our ministry report that the opposite is true in the 

journey out of same-sex a9rac�ons.  Our par�cipants be-

come “students of gender” and come to understand how a 

gender-related wound or deficit contributed to the direc-

�on of their a9rac�ons.  As they seek healing and growth 

from the Lord in the area of gender, most experience a de-

crease in the frequency and intensity of their same-sex de-

sires.  Some who have come through our doors have gone 

on to experience joyful marriages; others, on to victorious 

and fruiCul celibacy. 

Facing the Climb  
By Dave Osborn, Used by Permission 

 

On a typical Saturday in June, hundreds of people will 

head to the base of Long’s Peak in Rocky Mountain Na-

�onal Park to begin what could be the most physically de-

manding day of their lives.  Some will begin as early as 

2:00 a.m. in an a9empt to scale the massive peak that 

overlooks the plains to the east and the Rocky Mountains 

to the west.  Fewer than half of them will succeed in 

reaching the summit.  Dangerous storms, physical de-

mands, high al�tude and lack of sufficient daylight will 

cause many to turn back.   

 

Those who reach the summit have achieved an ac-

complishment of a life�me.  When their heads hit their 

pillows at the end of the day, most 

will be completely spent, but there 

will be few regrets.  They will have 

purchased the “I Climbed Long’s” t

-shirts and bumper s�ckers and 

will share their stories over and 

over. 

 

My journey out of unwanted same-sex a9rac�ons has 

been like climbing Long’s Peak.  The journey began when I 

moved to Minneapolis in 1985 and contacted Outpost 

Ministries.  It wasn’t going well for me on my own, and I 

knew that I needed help.  I found it through this ministry 

then, and I am blessed to be part of its staff now 30 years 

later.   

 

It is certainly true that I never would have chosen to 

have same-sex a9rac�ons.  It hasn’t been easy, and I’m 

s�ll on the mountain.  But God has given me many a giK 

on this trail, and I can now say that I am completely 

thankful for it.  Yes, the Lord could have taken away same

-sex a9rac�ons in a moment when I placed my faith in 

Yes, the Lord could have taken 

away same-sex a�rac ons in a mo-

ment.  Instead, I have a long list of 

blessings as a result. 
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You are not alone on the journey.  You have a traveling Partner who will 

never leave you or forsake you.  The Lord is with you every step to help you up 

when you stumble and fall, to keep you in His grip as you traverse a dangerous 

ledge, to teach you valuable lessons of mountaineering, and to encourage you 

in the midst of fa�gue.  On the cross, He purchased your perseverance and will 

see you through to the summit.  Praise the Lord for His constant companion-

ship on this journey! 

 

Strength is made perfect in weakness.  It is easy to have high expecta-

�ons about how our journeys will progress and easy to fall into discourage-

ment and disappointment when our expecta�ons fall short.  Many have fool-

ishly given God a �metable to “take away” their same-sex a9rac�ons, and then 

have walked away when their �meline was not met.  But just as the Lord didn’t 

take away Paul’s thorn in the flesh despite his pleading, so the Lord might 

draw out our journeys for His purposes.  His response to the apostle:  “My 

grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corin-

thians 2:19).  Though you’d like to be past it by now, your s�ll being on this 

journey is providing you a strength that you otherwise would not have.  Be pa-

�ent with His �meline, and trust that He is sanc�fying you and working in the 

wai�ng. 

 

God has a purpose and a ministry ahead for you.  Our journeys are not 

without meaning.  They are not a dead-end but rather an avenue to bring in-

struc�on, encouragement, and comfort to others on the same road.  With the 

recent sudden changes in the culture and the capitula�on of some lukewarm 

churches, the need for strong men and women in our ministry is greater than 

ever.  As you experience transforma�on and victory, God has a ministry in 

store for you so that others coming aKer you will stand on your strong shoul-

ders. 

 

Cling to your eternal hope.  As Francis Chan has said, all that ma9ers in 

this life is that you are ready for the next one.  Same-sex a9rac�ons are a diffi-

cult and unwanted experience, but, as the Apostle Paul tells us, “the sufferings 

of this present �me are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be re-

vealed to us” (Romans 8:18).  He calls our hardships in this life “a slight mo-

mentary afflic�on” which are “preparing for us an eternal weight of glory be-

yond all comparison” (2 Corinthians 4:17).  It is true that you might be living 

with unfulfilled desires now, but before you know it, you will be experiencing 

pleasures beyond what you can now imagine, and to them there will be no 

end.  The longings that believers have for paradise will be sa�sfied completely. 

. . just not yet! 

 

Take heart, fellow mountaineers.  Never, never, never give up!  Jesus said 

the way is difficult that leads to life.   Yes, It is a long trail and challenging 

climb, but it is worth every step. 
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CrossCurrent begins July 9!   

CrossCurrent is an open, Christ-

centered, eight-week course for 

men and women seeking truth and 

grace in their sexuality and rela�on-

ships.  Each mee�ng includes wor-

ship, prayer and teachings.  Teach-

ings that make up CrossCur-

rent include Ge'ng Healed: How 

Jesus on the Cross Bears our 

Wounds, Becoming Secure in the 

Father’s Love and Beyond Broken-

ness.   

CrossCurrent is a great introduc�on 

to the healing journey.  The cost for 

the book and the course is $80, 

however please inquire about avail-

able scholarships if needed.  For 

more info, contact Jean M. at 763-

592-4700 x 108 or e-mail her, jmers-

berger@outpostministries.org. 

Dave Osborn is Outpost’s 
CFO and grew up near the 
Colorado Rockies. 



We are full of gratefulness for 

strong April giving that has landed us in 

the black financially at month-end.  A 

$3,000 net loss on March 31 has be-

come $19,000 net income as of the end 

of April.  Thank you to those of you who 

have contributed to the ministry over 

the recent weeks.  It is a blessing from 

God to enter into our final fiscal quarter 

(June 1 to August 31) with revenues 

exceeding expenses! 

As I write this, the ministry is busy 

planning its major fundraising event to 

be held on August 25
th

.  We are once 

again hos�ng our 3
rd

 annual 5K Run/

Walk, and we hope that you will par�ci-

pate.  It is always a fun �me, and we 

would be delighted to have many in the 

Outpost community take part.  You can 

be a runner, a walker, or help raise 

funds for Outpost through the event.  

You’ll read more about it in the next 

edi�on of the Outpost News, but in the 

mean�me, save the date!  We’d love to 

have you join us! 

Thank you!  

 

Dave Osborn, 

Chief Financial Officer 

Praises & Prayer 

Praise God for the organiza�onal growth 

that is happening! 

Praise God for his financial provision. 

Praise God for the growth in the lives of 

our par�cipants. 

Pray for more volunteers in the Jus�ce 

House of Prayer. We need sound techni-

cians, singers and musicians.  

Pray for our Joshua Fellowship young 

men to encounter God and experience a 

deeper level of transforma�on during the 

summer masculinity course. 

Pray for safety for Dave and Diane R. as 

they travel to the RHN conference in Lan-

caster, PA June 25-28.   

Pray for strategy and courage as staff 

begin or con�nue fundraising. 

Pray for wisdom as we guide new par�ci-

pants.  

Pray for the grace to organize and ad-

ministrate with excellence.  

Pray for unity and spiritual protec�on for 

staff. 

 

Events Financial Picture 

5/1-3 Nate O. and Nate H. spoke at First 

Bap�st Church, Minot, ND 

5/5 JHOP Solemn Assembly, Northbrook 

Alliance Church, Brooklyn Center, MN 

6/2 JHOP Solemn Assembly, Northbrook 

Alliance Church 

6/25-28 Dave and Diane R. a9end Re-

stored Hope Network‘s annual confer-

ence, Lancaster, PA 

6/29-7/4 Nate H. speaks at the Free Lu-

theran Youth Conven�on, Estes Park, Col-

orado 

7/7 JHOP Solemn Assembly, Northbrook 

Alliance Church 

7/9 CrossCurrent begins 

8/4 JHOP Solemn Assembly, Northbrook 

Alliance Church 

8/25 Running the Race 5K Run/Walk, Lo-

ca�on TBA 

10/8 Living Waters begins (now accep�ng 

applica�ons!) 

10/11 Called Out of Darkness Celebra�on, 

Loca�on TBA 

www.restoredhopenetwork.org 



O56 Here’s a gift of:        $25      $50    $100   $500      $1000  $5,000 Other: $      

This gift is to support the ministry of _____________________________ (List name of staff member) 

Name:         Circle card type:  

Address:        Card Number:        

City, State, ZIP:       Name on Card:        

Phone: (    )    -    Signature:         

E-mail:         Expiration Date:  /   (MM/YY)   

         Credit Card Gifts: I authorize Outpost, Inc., to charge my credit card for the above amount.                                                    
      Should I choose to cancel this transaction, I will contact Outpost within 24 hours at 763-592-4700 or 

OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org. 
 
Outpost Ministries is exempt from federal income taxes per IRS Code 501(c)(3) which requires that Outpost, Inc. must maintain 
complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds. Your gift designation preference will be honored up to the 
amount needed for that designation. Excess funds will be applied where needed most. All gifts to Outpost are tax-deductible; 
no goods or services are provided in connection with these gifts. Outpost is a member in good standing of the Evangelical 
Council for Financial Accountability (www.ECFA.org). We’re a charity you can trust.  

   Please Cut Along Dotted Line and Return With Your Donation    
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