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Declaring Allegiance
By Ariel L., Used by Permission

T

lieve that you can and will heal me from my same-sex
he most frequently-asked ques on I ena rac ons, but even if you don't, I will not make it my
counter by new par cipants or others inquiring about Outpost Ministries is, “What god any longer. Instead, You are my Lord and the One
who sits on the throne in my life, not my same-sex
is the success rate of people ﬁnding freea rac ons." From that day on, my process of healing
dom from unwanted same-sex a rac ons?” Ul could begin. That doesn't mean I no longer struggle
mately, they want to know, "How much is this deciwith same-sex a rac ons on any level, but it does
sion going to cost, and will it really work?" I don’t
mean I am free from the power to be ruled and conblame them for asking the ques on; I myself asked
the very same thing four years ago. I have found
trolled by them. Thus, I can declare healing and freethroughout my own healing journey, as well as
dom really have occurred in my life! I may spend the
through helping others on their own journeys, that
rest of my life seeking the Lord and ﬁnding increasing
there is a surprisingly simple response to this quesfreedom, but that is part of taking up my cross and
following Him (Ma hew 16:24). I don’t do this peron. To individuals inquiring about healing success
fectly by any means, but it is my
rates, I ask, “How do you deﬁne
healing?” and “To what extent
The ﬁrst ques on I ask women joy to lay down my tempta ons
and struggles before Him and conare you willing to follow
I mentor is, “What is your
fess, “I want you more.”
Christ?” We will experience
commitment
to
obedience
to
healing and transforma on
Our culture claims that anChrist?”
through rela onship and obediyone who experiences any a racence to Jesus. Our allegiance to
ons
towards
the
same
sex are not and cannot be
Christ—our everyday commitment to Him through
healed from homosexuality. If this deﬁni on of healour trials and tempta ons—is an extremely important aspect of our Chris an faith, for “. . . faith by ing—the absence of struggle—were transferred to
other forms of addic ons or unwanted behaviors,
itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it
there would be an uproar among the recovering alcois dead and useless” (James 2:17, NLT).
holics, drug users, compulsive gamblers and anger
Deﬁning “healing” is essen al to the believer. management par cipants. Although these people s ll
experience tempta on to use or even on occasion act
First, he or she must know that we are forgiven and
out, they probably would not appreciate being lajus ﬁed—made righteous—upon accep ng Jesus’
belled "unrecovered" or “unhealed” a6er their hard
sacriﬁce on the cross on our behalf. Inner-healing is
work towards sobriety. Those in recovery of any
the process that follows, agreeing with God about
our iden ty in Him. I have found that choosing Jesus’ sorts, including from unwanted same-sex a rac ons,
lordship is absolutely founda onal to the healing
know that their healing is not based on tempta ons
process. In the fall of 2011, I declared, "Jesus, I beor lack of struggle. It is based on their willingness to
Outpost, Inc. was formed in 1976 to meet the needs of men and women seeking freedom from unwanted same-sex attractions. We offer
teaching, encouragement and support to individuals and families impacted by homosexuality in the Twin Cities area of Minneapolis-St.
Paul and address the Church in the Upper Midwest on related topics. Outpost also offers help to those dealing with sexual and relational
brokenness related to the opposite sex. Partnering with God the Father, we welcome the broken-hearted and hurting. For more information visit us at www.OutpostMinistries.org or contact us: Outpost, Inc., PO Box 22429, Robbinsdale, MN 55422; Voice: (763) 592-4700;
Fax: (763) 592-4701; E-mail: OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org.

get back up a6er sin occurs.
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We have a choice as believers to con nue to recover and move
on from the tempta ons that we face, whether it be once or a hundred
mes throughout a day. The process of following Christ is referred to in
Philippians 2:12 as “working out one's salva on." The ﬁrst ques on I ask
the women I mentor is, "What is your commitment to obedience to
Christ?" They quickly learn that transforma on can only begin when
they have commi ed their whole selves to the One who gave all of Himself. When we declare total allegiance towards Christ, it is not that we
won't experience tempta on or decide to sin, but it is that we hate our
sin, repent of it, and seek a6er Christ to renew us from it. It is through
this process of sanc ﬁca on, as well as me spent with God, that we
can truly encounter Him. When we truly encounter the Lord, it is impossible not to transform.
Though we live in a world which is unfamiliar with holiness, we
must seek holiness, "for the LORD our God is holy" (Psalm 99:9). In the
presence of God's holiness, we are con nually made new. For we cannot see the face of Christ and not be changed forever. Likewise, a person who struggles with unwanted same-sex a rac ons will experience
transforma on if he or she wholeheartedly seeks the Lord (Jeremiah
29:13). Transforma on, however, doesn’t always occur in a mely manner or in the way in which we desire. Thank God! I used to cry out for
the Lord to save me instantly from homosexuality. Now, I am so glad
that He didn’t. I would have missed out on the chance to follow, trust,
and obey the Lord without knowing the results! One of my favorite
quotes comes from Oswald Chambers regarding this ma er: “Faith never knows where it is being led, but it loves and knows the One who is
leading.” Do you trust the One who is leading? Will you be faithful to
Him no ma er the outcome? Or are you oﬀended by His statutes and
plan of redemp on for you?
Jesus is worthy of our allegiance. He is worthy of our praise. He
is worthy of our sacriﬁce. Through the power of Christ’s forgiveness, we
can begin our healing journey in the moment we entrust our lives to
Him. Then, we get to experience the transforma on that He has for
each one of us on our own individual journeys with Him. The love and
healing He has for you is so rich and sa sfying. Don’t sell out for anything less than the deep love, forgiveness, and life-change He has in
store for you. If only you would give Him your whole life. If only you
would follow a6er Him with no condi ons or expecta ons. The journey
of following a6er Christ is an adventure, to say the least! It is ﬁlled with
wildness, excitement, and unknown blessings. Give Him your life and
just see what He can make out of your brokenness!
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Go to GiveMN.org on
November 12 and
search for Outpost,
Inc. (Robbinsdale) to
donate on Minnesota’s biggest day of
giving!

Prayer Requests

Events

Praise God for the success of our Called
Out of Darkness Celebra on on October
10!
Praise God for His ﬁnancial provision for
the ministry and for staﬀ.
Praise God for His con nued leadership
and for the ministry’s growth.
Pray that the Lord con nues to call
young people out of darkness into His
marvelous light.
Pray that the Lord con nues to draw
new par cipants to the ministry.
Pray for more inroads into churches and
college campuses.

Financial Picture

9/19 TCJHOP Relaunch, 7-9 PM, Northbrook Alliance, Brooklyn Center, MN
10/5-6 Ariel spoke at Human Life and
Dignity in Today’s World Conference,
New Hope, MN
10/8 Living Waters began
10/10 Called Out of Darkness Celebraon, 7 PM, Hope Presbyterian Church,
Richﬁeld, MN
10/4 Ian spoke in adult Sunday School,
Berean Bap st Church, Burnsville, MN
10/11 Ariel spoke in adult Sunday School,
Berean Bap st Church

10/20 Ariel spoke to the volleyball team at
Pray for perseverance for Elijah Compa- University of Northwestern-St. Paul, Roseny parents, families and friends to believe ville, MN
God is moving in their loved ones’ lives.
10/24 Understanding Homosexuality SemPray for the wives of Simon Refuge, that inar, Lakeview Community Church, Hillthe wives will get in touch with their pain man, MN
and be able to forgive deeply at the cross.
11/3 Solemn Assembly, Northbrook Alliance Church, Brooklyn Center, MN
Pray that the leadership of CalebSpirit
will ﬁnd a new assistant leader.
1/25-27 Nate presents and Outpost is an
exhibitor at the 2016 Bethlehem ConferPray for the Holy Spirit to move in the
hearts of this year’s Living Waters par ci- ence for Pastors and Church Leaders, Minneapolis Conven on Center, Minneapolis,
pants, that they will get in touch with
MN
their wounds and receive healing at the
Outpost Ministries will be a presenter and
exhibitor at the 2016 Bethlehem Conference for Pastors and Church Leaders in
Partnership with desiringGod.org. This
year’s theme is Joy Set Before Us: Perseverance and Hope in the Day of Opposition. The conference will be held January
25-27 at the Minneapolis Convention Center.
Get a $15 discount when you register using
our special exhibitor link. For every 15
people registered under our ministry, Outpost will receive one free admission for
staff as exhibitors at the conference. You
must use our special exhibitor link in order
to benefit Outpost. Find it at outpostministries.org, click on NEWS and scroll down. Once on the EventBrite website,
enter code PARTNER15.

This month, Outpost held its annual
Called Out of Darkness Celebra on,
where we heard tes monies of what
God has been doing in the lives of men
and women who have come to our ministry for help. It is always encouraging
to hear the stories of how our God has
freed people from the grip of sin and
transformed them in deep ways beyond
expecta on. We love to hear how God
is at work in the lives of His children,
and it is a privilege and honor to have a
role in what He is doing!
As a faithful donor to the ministry, I
hope that you feel the same way. God
is using you to transform lives and bring
people into freedom that they have
never experienced! Thank you for your
generous giving that is bearing fruit in
many ways.
The accoun ng for our ﬁscal year
that ended August 31 is nearly completed and we are delighted to report that
the ministry of Outpost will be in the
black again this year. Revenue from
opera ons will exceed expenses by a
few thousand dollars. Praise the Lord
with us that He has provided our ﬁnancial need! Please join us in praying that
God will con nue to bless and grow
Outpost as we strive to serve the Lord
and our community.

Dave Osborn,
Chief Financial Oﬃcer
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