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ences, but the most helpful resource turned out to be 

a program called Living Waters.  Living Waters is a 20-

week inner-healing program for the sexually and rela-

�onally broken.  In Living Waters, I learned about 

events in my early childhood—nothing earth shaking, 

just subtle things—that set me up to hunger for femi-

nine touch and connec�on.  You see, I was the middle 

child in my family. Psychologists some�mes refer to 

the middle child as “the lost child” where no one pays 

much a&en�on to you.  It plays out that as your legi�-

mate need for love from your 

same-sex parent doesn’t get met, 

you seek other ways to meet the 

need yourself.  You become 

needy, like you want to be the 

center of a&en�on.  This was me 

to a “T”.  People thought I was fine because I was pop-

ular and loud and was the center of conversa�ons, 

but the source of that striving was a lost, hur�ng 

heart. 

I hid my pain and tried to push it down for years 

un�l, in my late 30’s, the pain resurfaced.  At the 

same �me, the pro-gay movement was gaining mo-

mentum. I began to entertain the thought of being 

close to a woman.  Cogni�vely, I was in a ba&le with 

myself thinking it was a bad idea, but my emo�ons 
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In 2008, I began my journey out of a lesbian rela-

�onship.  God had been deeply convic�ng me that 

my partner had taken His righ0ul place in my heart 

and that I needed to decide who was Lord in my life.  

God, in His mercy, made it easier for me by having 

my partner leave me.  In that place of abandonment, 

I had to decide.  Do I look for another partner, or do I 

choose God?  I chose God.  Now the work would 

begin of renewing my mind from the previous seven 

years of lies from the devil and the world about my 

iden�ty.  Who was I?  I didn’t 

know anymore.  My iden�ty 

was a mystery to me. 

Although I felt like an outsid-

er, I had never stopped going to 

church.  As I carefully tried to be 

part of the Body of Christ again and shared bits of my 

story, fellow believers asked, “How did this happen 

to you?”  I couldn’t explain it.  I didn’t understand 

how I had come to be in the condi�on I was in.  I 

knew the journey of my life events, but I didn’t un-

derstand the psychological or emo�onal undercur-

rents of those events that had brought me to this 

point in my life. 

I began seeing a Chris�an counselor, and I a&end-

ed Leanne Payne’s Pastoral Care Ministry Confer-

God had been deeply con-

vic�ng me that my partner 

had taken His righ�ul place in 

my heart. 
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were driving me in this direc�on.   

Fast forward to my partner leaving me.  I entered the Living Waters 

Program, and through the large group teachings accompanied by heal-

ing prayer in my small group, God Himself met me and filled the void in 

my heart with His love.  I couldn’t go back and relive the early years of 

my life, but God is all-sufficient for the needs we have.  When we ask 

Him, He comes and fills every gap, every hole, and all of the pain He 

takes away and sends to the cross.  No longer in pain, I could then begin 

to love myself and discover who I was, my true iden�ty.   

Today I help others find healing and reconnect to God through the 

ministry of Outpost.  I lead a group called Elijah Company, a group for 

parents and friends who have loved ones iden�fying as gay or struggling 

with same sex-a&rac�ons.  When parents first come, they feel shame 

and fear, not knowing who they can talk to about their situa�on.  They 

are grieving because of the loss they feel as their loved ones have dis-

tanced themselves from them.  When they come to Elijah Company, 

they find a safe place to talk about their pain and receive comfort from 

the group.  They share their stories with each other and encourage one 

another to trust Jesus with their lives and the lives of their loved ones.   

A<er being in Elijah Company, most parents tes�fy that their faith 

has grown exponen�ally as a result of their crying out to God and seek-

ing His face daily for their loved one.  What at first seemed like a painful 

and hopeless situa�on slowly turns into faith and trust that we have a 

loving Father.  We have been together for so long now that some of our 

original parents are now sharing in their churches what God has done 
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for their families.  They are giving 

hope to others in their churches and 

offering a safe place to come. 

I chuckle when I think of one of 

my grandsons: he insists on learning 

the hard way.  He reminds me of my-

self!  Having been a prodigal daugh-

ter, I can tes�fy to the goodness and 

faithfulness of God.  He has led me 

faithfully on this journey of the resto-

ra�on of my heart. 

JEAN M. leads Elijah Company, a prayer 

and support group for parents and friends 

of gay-iden�fied loved ones and is Out-

post’s Living Waters Coordinator.    



“ . . . for He sha"ers the doors of bronze 

and cuts into the bars of iron.” —Psalm 

107:16 

 

When describing the relentless grip of 

sin and addic�on, the scriptures do not 

mince words.  Psalm 107 provides vivid pic-

tures of the life bound up by sin and its con-

sequences—a state that many of us have 

experienced.  Darkness, the shadow of 

death, hard labor, helplessness, distress are 

a few of the terms that it uses.  The grip of 

sin is dismal and hopeless.  It is a “prison of 

afflic�on” with a bronze door and bars of 

iron.   

But thanks be to God!  His Son, Jesus 

Christ, strong and mighty in ba&le, has 

overcome our captor!  Through Him, we can 

experience freedom from our enemies of 

sin and addic�on.  The doors of bronze and 

bars of iron no longer restrain us. 

When you give to Outpost, you help 

God’s people experience this marvelous 

freedom.  Many tes�fy of God’s power as— 

li&le-by-li&le—they live out their new lives 

in Christ.  Thank you for gi<s!  We pray that 

the Lord will bless and reward you for con-

tribu�ng to His cause. 

The end of February finds us ahead of 

our budget in contribu�ons and revenue by 

over $20,000.  Expenses are right at budget, 

resul�ng in net income of slightly over 

$10,000.  Please join us in praying that the 

Lord would con�nue to provide though our 

faithful community of donors. 

 

Dave Osborn, Execu�ve Pastor 

Prayer Requests  

Praise God for his wisdom and leader-

ship as we begin our three-year Building 

Campaign! 

Praise God for a successful Building 

Campaign Banquet on April 16. 

Praise God for the Building Campaign 

funds that have already been commi&ed. 

Praise God for the comple�on of this 

year’s Living Waters Program.  We had 18 

par�cipants complete the program and 

celebrate with our year-end banquet. 

Pray that God will provide a new loca-

�on to rent by June 1, as we have decid-

ed not to renew our current lease.   

Pray that the Lord will supply the rest of 

the finances needed to purchase a build-

ing. 

Pray for con�nued wisdom and strategy 

as we’ve linked arms with other minis-

tries. 

Pray for wisdom and clarity as we con-

�nue to be a voice into the sexual confu-

sion in the Church and in culture. 

Pray for our Living Waters “graduates,” 

that they will be encouraged to go to Je-

sus and to the cross as they con�nue 

their healing journey. 

Pray for accelera�on in the transfor-

ma�on of our other par�cipants. 

 

 

Ministry Events Financial Picture 

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday,  
October 15, 2016 for Called Out of 
Darkness AND Outpost Ministries’ 

40th Anniversary Celebration!     

3/4-5 Nate spoke at Set Apart Women’s 

Conference, University of Northwestern, 

St. Paul, MN 

3/6 Dan spoke at River of Life Alliance 

Church, Shoreview, MN 

3/12-14 Nate and Candace spoke at Mis-

sions Week, Evangelical Covenant 

Church, Interna�onal Falls, MN 

3/17 Wendy spoke at Marie Sandvik Cen-

ter, Minneapolis, MN 

3/23 Dan spoke at AFLBS Seminary, Plym-

outh, MN 

3/23 Nate and Ian spoke to the youth 

group at Christ Community Church, Wase-

ca, MN  

4/2 House of Prayer Dessert Recep�on, 

Northbrook Alliance Church, Brooklyn 

Center, MN 

4/16 Outpost Building Campaign Banquet, 

Earle Brown Center, Brooklyn Center, MN 

4/18-20 Dan a&ends Chris�an & Mission-

ary Alliance Annual District & Prayer Con-

ference, Elk River, MN 

5/4 Nate speaks to the youth group, Trini-

ty Lutheran Church, Waseca, MN 

5/21 Outpost Staff present Understanding 

Homosexuality Seminar, Baxter, MN  
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