
Outpost Ministries was formed in 1976 to meet the needs of men and women seeking freedom from unwanted same-sex attractions. We 
offer teaching, encouragement and support to individuals and families impacted by homosexuality in the Twin Cities area of Minneapolis-
St. Paul and address the Church in the Upper Midwest on related topics. Outpost also offers help to those dealing with sexual and rela-
tional brokenness related to the opposite sex. Partnering with God the Father, we welcome the broken-hearted and hurting. 
For more information, visit OutpostMinistries.org, email OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org or call 763-592-4700.  

frightening and painful for them.  Many of them have deep 

wounds of feeling rejected at various levels—abuse, bully-

ing, family divisions, disenfranchisement from the 

Church.  Unhealed wounds are only exacerbated by further 

rejec on; to murder someone is the ul mate form of rejec-

 on.  Individuals have been reeling with the ques on, 

“How could someone hate me—or someone like me—to 

the point of wan ng me dead?”  The shoo ngs—and the 

hateful, unbiblical rhetoric—have reopened old wounds 

and le* hur ng people raw and exposed. 

How can we prac ce love and compassion?  We can 

take risks and engage in rela onship with them, have real 

conversa ons and build trust.  Ask them about their sto-

ries, about their longings and disappointments, even how 

the shoo ngs have impacted them 

personally.  We can show hospitali-

ty.  Remember, Jesus dined with sin-

ners!  He didn’t wait un l they 

stopped sinning un l He reached out 

to them.  We can love extravagantly 

through acts of service.  We can 

even seek to understand our own 

past woundings and resul ng sexual and rela onal broken-

ness and seek healing at the cross.  We don’t have to do 

any of this perfectly.  We don’t need to be ashamed of 

walking out both grace and truth, but we do need to walk 

them out in humility.  The key is to put aside fear and in-

 mida on of the gay agenda and of the fear of man and 

reach out to lost, broken and desperately hur ng people. 

Do you know any same-sex strugglers on the journey 

of healing and wholeness?  Do you know any family mem-

bers struggling to maintain rela onships with their gay-

iden fied loved ones?  They have been shaken by this 

event too.  In this cultural climate, their journeys are not 

easy ones.  Make a point to encourage them o*en.  Be-

come community for them. 

Lessons from Orlando 
By Candace O., Used by Permission 

W 
e as staff at Outpost Ministries are in-

credibly grieved over the heinus 

shoo ngs that took place on the morn-

ing of June 11 at the gay night club Pulse 

in Orlando.  Our hearts are broken for the vic ms–dead 

and surviving, their families and friends.  The reality is 

that at one point, some among us—past and present staff, 

colleagues in sister ministries, par cipants in our pro-

gramming—have been at the gay bars and clubs, the pa-

rades, the bath houses, even the escort services.  It’s only 

with much humility that we acknowledge we were 

washed, sanc fied, and “were jus fied in the name of the 

Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinth. 

6:11).  If this tragedy had occurred at a different  me and 

place, the vic ms could have easily 

been one of us or a dearly loved 

one. 

We recognize that we have de-

layed on weighing in on this tragic 

event.  It hasn’t been without 

much considera on and emo on.  I 

have personally wept over this sit-

ua on.  We have proceeded with cau on because we 

want our voice to be clear, not muddied by the hateful, 

unbiblical soundbites from a small minority who claim to 

follow Christ and the angry backlash that has en-

sued.  Current events are shi*ing quickly; several trage-

dies have occurred na onally and around the globe since 

Orlando. Hopefully, our opportunity to speak into this 

event has not passed. 

I believe that this tragedy is a significant wake-up call 

to the Church to some cri cal reali es that beg from us, 

not only a response, but ac on.  First, the LGBT communi-

ty is hur ng deeply, and we have an incredible opportuni-

ty to show the Father’s tangible love and compassion to 

individuals.  This tragedy has obviously been par cularly 
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Second, we as humans have a real enemy, and we are in a real war, though 

we “do not wrestle against flesh and blood” (Eph. 6:12).  A friend of mine post-

ed on social media a*er the shoo ngs, “The issue here is not about gun con-

trol.  It’s not about homosexuality.  It’s not about Islam.  It’s not about Ameri-

ca.  It’s about evil.  Humanity suffers today because evil is real.”  God’s enemy 

Satan—and therefore our enemy—is the one who comes to steal, kill and de-

stroy (John 10:10).  That is exactly what he did in Orlando. 

Darkness is increasing in our na on.  Division is abounding at every level; 

violence is escala ng at an alarming rate.  Before Orlando, mass shoo ngs 

were occurring with such frequency that they were geFng less media cover-

age and less of our  me.  This act of violence, however, caught our aGen-

 on.  Not only was it the worst mass shoo ng in America’s history and the 

deadliest act of terror in our country since 9/11, but the nature of the act was 

especially dark. 

As the Church our response must be, in the spirit of Joel 2, to return to the 

Lord with all our hearts “with fas ng and weeping and mourning” for our na-

 on (v. 12).  What darker evil needs to befall us before we begin to weep be-

fore porch and altar and cry out, “Spare Your people, O Lord!”  Many of us are 

familiar with the Lord’s response to Solomon as he dedicated the completed 

temple, “’If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves and 

pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 

heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land’” (2 Chron. 7:14).  Are we 

doing this, Church?  We don’t do it just once; our intercession is an ongoing 

necessity. 

I am also reminded of the leGers to the seven churches in the beginning of 

Revela on.  I encourage you to read and meditate on Revela on 2-3.  If there 

is any ques on, Jesus is very clear about what we as the Body of Christ need to 

repent of:  having lukewarm hearts, finding sa sfac on in our wealth instead 

of in God, tolera ng wickedness and various sins and losing sight of our First 

Love. PreGy much every church representa on—what we consider “liberal” 

and “conserva ve”—seems to be covered.  Chris ans are quick to point a fin-

ger at which denomina on, church or individual’s sins are greater and who 

needs to do the repen ng.  But humility begins with me.  Prayer and seeking 

God begin with me.  Confession and repentance begin with me. 

Third, persecu on of the Church in our na on is coming quickly.  The Or-

lando shoo ngs have a par cularly double-edged sword because, based on 

media-generated discussion that followed, the event has the poten al to fuel 

and accelerate the persecu on of the Church.  The world doesn’t acknowledge 

a spiritual enemy, and it is looking for someone to blame.  Christ-followers 

who stand for obedience to God’s Word and His transforming power are being 

equated with radical Islamic terrorists.  The good news is that in God’s reality, 

persecu on of the Church results in the advancement of His Kingdom.  History 

tells us that persecu on can be the match to the wildfire of the spreading of 

His Word. 

Are we ready for this, Church?  To be honest, I’m not sure that I am—

who wants to be persecuted?—but I want to be ready.  We can prepare by fill-

ing our lamps with oil (MaG. 25:1-13) and spending  me growing in in macy 

with the man Christ Jesus.  Jesus also directly offers encouragement to the 

suffering Church in Revela on 2-3.  We must daily set our gaze on Him and set 

our hearts to persevere so that we will not be offended in the  me of tes ng. 

Beloved, let us allow the tragedy in Orlando to awaken us and sober 

us.  We must be moved to new levels of love 

and compassion, humility and repentance, in-

 macy and perseverance.  Our Bridegroom is 

coming.  We must make ourselves ready. 
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If you’ve been following what’s hap-

pening at Outpost, you might be aware that 

we are in the midst of a few structural 

changes.  While the opera ons of the minis-

try are unchanged, we have incorporated 

under a new name, Twin Ci es Jus ce 

House of Prayer, effec ve June 1
st

.  (Under 

the new en ty, checks can s ll be wriGen to 

Outpost Ministries, and your gi* will s ll be 

designated appropriately.) 

The old en ty ceased opera ons as of 

May 31
st

, and its final profit and loss results 

are displayed above.  Excluding contribu-

 ons and expenses from our building cam-

paign, we ended the fiscal period ending 

May 31, 2016 with a net loss of slightly over 

$20,000.  This has not resulted in a hardship 

for the ministry, however, as fiscal years 

2015 and 2014 closed with increases to net 

assets of $103,416 and $22,905, respec ve-

ly.   

The building campaign launched in 

2016 is off to a great start.  Along with con-

tribu ons from previous fiscal years, the 

building fund balance at May 31
st

 is just 

over $120,000.  We are not far from a down 

payment on a property all our own! 

Thank you to the many Outpost News 

readers who have contributed to the finan-

cial needs of the ministry over the past fis-

cal year!  You are helping us proclaim the 

truth of God’s word and the steadfastness 

of His love to a world that needs Him.  May 

God bless and reward you abundantly! 

 

Dave Osborn,  

Execu ve Pastor 

From the Director 

 . . . For if you remain completely silent at 

this �me, relief and deliverance will arise for 

the Jews from another place, but you and 

your father’s house will perish. Yet who 

knows whether you have come to the king-

dom for such a �me as this? —Esther 4:14 

God always has a plan to deliver. In fact, the 

very name of Jesus (Y’shua) means “God will 

deliver.” But, God desires partnership. He 

wants to deliver with us. The Bible is filled 

with such partners of God: Noah, Moses, 

Deborah, and Gideon, to name a few. 

Beloved, as our na on rages, it is  me to 

partner with the Lord. It is  me to rise up out 

of passivity and report for duty for the very 

image of God is being defiled. The gay mar-

riage law, new transgender legisla on and 

various other laws and policies on the horizon 

all distort and confuse God’s created order. 

We are losing a right vision of who we are 

and whose we are. And, where there is no 

revela on, the people cast off restraint 

(Proverbs 29:18). 

We see the cas ng off of restraint all around 

us, most recently in the mass shoo ngs that 

have taken place. In Genesis 9:6, God forbids 

murder because we have been created in 

God’s image. Yes, we are quickly losing all 

awe and gra tude for the great honor of be-

ing image bearers. 

Outpost has been called for such a  me as 

this to partner with the Lord to deliver the 

sexually and rela onally broken. We have 

been called to come alongside the Holy Spirit 

as He restores God’s broken image within 

them. 

In doing this, we need your help. Our finan-

cial giving has been significantly down over 

that last few months. If this financial trend 

con�nues, we will have to make significant 

cuts to our staff and programming. This is an 

hour when we need more, not less. Will you 

partner with us as we partner with the Lord 

in the cri�cal work of Outpost Ministries? 

 

 

Outpost Director  

& TCJHOP Senior Pastor 

Ministry Events Financial Picture 

7/28-30 Outpost & TCJHOP will have a table 

at Unmasked 2016, Redeeming Love Church, 

Maplewood, MN  

8/18 Dis�nc�ons for Youth: seminar for youth 

pastors and leaders; Substance Church, 

Spring Lake Park, MN 

9/13 Freedom Run 5K, Robbinsdale, MN 

10/15 Called Out of Darkness and Outpost 

Ministries’ 40th Anniversary Celebra on, 

Hope Presbyterian Church,  Richfield, MN 

Prayer Requests 

Praise God for His con�nued wisdom and 

leadership of this ministry. 

Praise God for upcoming opportuni�es to 

have a presence at Unmasked 2016 and to 

present Dis�nc�ons for Youth: Seminar for 

Youth Pastors and Leaders! 

Pray for increase in our finances to retain 

our much needed ministry and administra ve 

staff.  

Pray for favor as we mobilize to increase our 

presence in and partnerships with local 

churches. 

Pray for our upcoming events: Dis�nc�ons 

for Youth Seminar, Freedom Run 5K on 9/13, 

Called Out of Darkness/4oth Anniversary Cel-

ebra�on on 10/15. 

Pray for the protec�on of our staff, par ci-

pants and offices. 

Living Waters applica-
tions are now being 

accepted for the 2016
-17 programming year 

(October through 
March)! They are 

available for down-
load at outpostminis-
tries.org/get-involved/

living-waters. 
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This gift is to support the ministry of ____________________________ (List staff name or write Building Campaign) 
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Credit Card Gifts: I authorize Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer to charge my credit card for the above 
 amount. Should I choose to cancel this transaction, I will contact Outpost within 24 hours at 763-592-4700 or 
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Outpost is a ministry of the Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer, which is incorporated under the Minnesota Nonprofit Corporation 
Act.  Contributions are solicited with the understanding that Outpost has complete discretion and control over the use of all donated 
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vices are provided in connection with these gifts unless otherwise noted. 
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PO BOX 22429 · ROBBINSDALE, MN 55422-0429 

A Seminar for Youth Pastors, Youth Leaders, and Parents  

August 18, 9-11:30 AM 
Substance Church, Northtown Campus 

8299 Central Ave NE 
Spring Lake Park, MN 55432 

For more info & to register, visit transformmn.org/events 


