
yet reached the fevered pitch of today, where feelings and 
interests are taken to imply a specific gender iden ty.) I 
knew that my passions, interests, and gi ings ul mately did 
not define my womanhood. And yet, I didn’t fully under-
stand what did define my womanhood . 

Looking back, I can see God’s hand protec ng and guid-
ing my understanding. A biblical understanding of sex and 
gender does allow for each of us, man or woman, to have 
interests and passions in any arena. But those interests and 
passions, those feelings, are not what gives us our iden ty 

as a man or woman. Our iden ty is 
found only in God’s design for our 
lives, how God has created us to 
bear His image in the world. 

 In order to con nue this con-
versa on, we must first agree on 
some defini ons. We use the term 
sex to describe the physical dis nc-

ons between our male and female 
bodies. We use the term gender to 
describe the categories of behavior 
and being—masculine and femi-
nine . God is spirit and does not 

have a body; therefore, God is not male or female.  Howev-
er, we do see God exhibit gender; we see God exhibit both 
masculine and feminine quali es .  

Based on what we have seen in Scripture, we define 
what is truly masculine as the power to act. God demon-
strates the true masculine in many ways, including the or-
dering of chaos in crea on (Genesis 1:1-10) and the ini -
a ng of rela onship with us through Jesus (Romans 5:6-8). 
Furthermore, we define what is truly feminine as the capaci-
ty to be. God reveals to us the true feminine in mul ple 
ways, including res ng in peace a er crea ng all things 
(Genesis 2:1-3) and comparing himself to a mother who 
nurtures her children (Isaiah 49:15). 

Genesis recounts for us that God created all humans in 
His image, both male and female. Each man is a full image-
bearer of God, and each woman is also a full image-bearer 
of God. We each bear God’s image in the deepest part of 

GENDER, CONFUSION, AND CONVERSATION 
Part 1, By Wendy T., Used by Permission 

Editor’s Note: This is part one in a two-part series. Part 
one covers the topic of biblical gender; part two will ad-
dress gender confusion and ways to have life-giving con-
versa ons with family and friends.  

M y first memories of being taught about 
gender and gender roles are from early 
elementary school. It was the 1970’s, and 
Marlo Thomas and friends had released a 

record album and TV special, Free to Be You and Me. The 
messages of the songs and skits were designed inten on-
ally to teach children to reach be-
yond the gender stereotypes of 
earlier decades and pursue what-
ever interests we felt would fit our 
par cular personali es. 

While some of the individual 
messages of the songs and skits 
contained some important truths, 
the overall message of the work 
was to encourage an unbiblical, 
post-modern gender neutrality. 
We were to understand that men 
and women are basically the 
same, and any differences we may see or experience are 
not to be turned into generaliza ons about either sex. 
What I learned was that a woman can do anything a man 
can do, and a man should be able to do anything a woman 
can do as well. 

As I grew and became a teenager, this message 
seemed to be confirmed by my life experience. I was a girl 
who loved Star Wars, enjoyed math, excelled at school, 
preferred my Industrial Arts class over Home Economics, 
and generally got along with boys more than girls. There 
were more boys who shared my interests, and I struggled 
with the drama of junior high and high school girl rela on-
ships.  

Even with all these tradi onally male interests, how-
ever, I never ques oned my own sexuality or gender iden-

ty. I was a girl who had a specific set of interests, but I 
was definitely a girl. (The teachings of the world had not 
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I knew my interests  

ultimately did not define 
my womanhood. And yet,  
I didn’t fully understand 

what did define it.                                                    



our being—our spirits. Because we each bear God’s image in our spirits, 
all humans—male and female—will exhibit both masculine and feminine 
characteris cs.   In fact, in rela on to God, we all behave in feminine 
ways, receiving the Word of truth in our hearts and minds, responding to 
the rela onship that God ini ates with us. Addi onally, each of us must 
protect and guard the truth in our hearts so we may stand firm against 
decep on, exercising true masculine strength. 

S ll, God’s inten on for dis nc on within crea on and especially hu-
manity is clear.  He could have chosen to create just one type of body —
an androgynous human that would be like any other human in every way. 
But that’s not what God did. God created two dis nct and different types 
of persons: male and female. God created us male and female in order to 
reveal even more fully who God is and how God acts in rela onship. 

Since we believe God’s crea ve act is inten onal, it follows that our 
physical bodies reflect a deeper truth about our spirits and souls. That is, 
knowing God’s character, the decision to make two different types of 
bodies implies that the male-
female dis nc on extends into 
our spirits; it is not only a dis-

nc on in body. It also encom-
passes our souls–the connec on 
between body and spirit; home 
to our emo ons, thoughts and 
decision-making abili es.  Thus, 
a person with a male body—gene cally XY—is fashioned with  a male 
spirit and soul, and a person with a female body—gene cally XX—is creat-
ed with  a female spirit and soul. 

A male body encounters the world differently than a female body, 
due to physical differences. Likewise, a male soul will think, experience 
emo ons, and make decisions differently than a female soul. Finally, a 
male spirit needs to be connected to masculine traits to find iden ty as a 
man, and a female spirit needs to be connected to feminine traits to find 
iden ty as a woman. We encourage males to connect to their ability to in-
i ate rela onship, move in strength, and stand for truth in order to be ful-
ly connected in body, soul, and spirit. Likewise, we encourage females to 
nurture beauty and be recep ve and nurturing in rela onship with others 
in order to be fully connected in body, soul, and spirit. 

In order to fully reflect the image of God, however, we make sure that 
these connec ons are not to the exclusion of the other; that is, a male is 
also created  to exhibit feminine traits, and a female to also exhibit mas-
culine ones. For example, a male can and should ini ate rela onship and 
stand for truth (the true masculine) while also being recep ve and nurtur-
ing to others and being able to rest (the true feminine). Likewise, a female 
can and should be recep ve and nurturing while also showing strength, 
standing for truth, and protec ng others.  The encouragement of one 
type of trait does not mean we overlook or dismiss the other. 

For me, this understanding means that I can acknowledge the differ-
ences between men and women while also acknowledging that we each 
can do whatever it is God has gi ed us to do. I am a woman because God 
has created me with a female body, soul, and spirit, and it is good to be a 
woman. I act in both feminine and masculine ways, but I do those things 
as a female. To be a woman of God is to bear God’s image into the world 
through my femaleness. 

Outpost Ministries was formed in 1976 to meet 
the needs of men and women seeking freedom 
from unwanted same-sex attractions. We offer 
teaching, encouragement and support to individ-
uals, families and churches in the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul, MN, area and throughout the Upper Mid-
west.  
 
Outpost emphasizes obedience to God's Word, 
which begins the healing process. For over 40 
years, we have been proclaiming the transform-
ing power of Jesus Christ for the same-sex at-
tracted, the gay-identified and the broken Body 
of Christ.  
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God could have chosen to 
create just one type of body—an  

androgynous human like any  
other human in every way.  

But He didn’t. 

This is true woman’s libera on! To 
know that I am perfectly and fully loved as 
a daughter of the Most High King; to know 
that I can fully bear God’s image in the 
world; to know that God has gi ed me 
specifically to do the work designed for 
me and my gi s; and to do all this through 
my femaleness, as a woman. May God 
grant us each the strength and wisdom to 
stand firm in the truth and lovingly share it 
with those around us. May we truly and 
fully bear God’s image in our manhood or 
womanhood, as God has created each 
one. May we truly be free to be you and 
me. 

WENDY T. is the Associate Development 
Director at TCJHOP and coordinates speaking 
and seminars at Outpost Ministries.  



Praise God for a great turn out for our annu-
al Freedom Run 5K fundraiser! We also had 
great volunteers for the event!  

Praise God for our intercessors who are 
praying for this ministry and for our par ci-
pants. 

Praise God for his financial provision in July. 

Pray that our financial loss posi on for the 
year will turn around by year’s end. 

Pray for a smooth start to our Living Waters 
programming in October. 

Pray for protec on of our staff and over our 
Dis nc ons Day Conference and Called Out 
of Darkness Celebra on on October 14.  

From the Director 
In August, I had the pleasure of taking 15 
young men into the wilderness to confront 
their false ways of rela ng to God and to oth-
ers. At the cross, they were able to crucify 
their false selves and enter into the truth of 
who God created them to be as men. It is al-
ways a profound me of watching God move. 
It’s definitely one of the highlights of my 
year!  I wanted to share with you part of a 
tes mony from a young man who a ended 
the “confront” (our word for  “retreat”): 

I went into the confront expec ng, but not ex-
pec ng much. So now I’m a li le blown away 
and s ll trying to process the weekend. God 
met me in an incredible way, speaking to me 
at every turn. The weekend felt like it was the 
culmina on of the last year God has been 
working in me finally coming to frui on. 

From the start, I could tell there were people 
praying for us. I had asked a few friends and 
family to pray for me throughout the week-
end, but you could feel that there was more. 
People I do not even know had set an atmos-
phere, and I’m incredibly thankful for that. 

I found out a lot about myself and how I cope 
under adversity. I make compromises, and 
that is what has go en me here in the first 
place. I came face to face with my passive 
self, really pu ng words to what had been 
just a vague concept. That allowed me to con-
front it, to take it down. 

All the while, I was having fun working with 
other men as broken as I am. A er the week-
end, I really feel like I am part of the commu-
nity. I do not just feel hopeful for change, I 
feel changed. I have come to an understand-
ing of what brotherly love looks like that has 
been so foreign to me in the past. I am so 
glad I commi ed to this summer. It works if 
you work it. It’s worth it. 

Thanks for praying for these young men.  
They are feeling your prayers! 

 
 
Nate Oyloe,  
Outpost Director  
& TCJHOP Senior Pastor 

Financial Update Ministr y Events  
9/9 TCJHOP’s annual Freedom Run 5K, Rob-
binsdale, MN.  

10/14 Dis nc ons Day Conference and Called 
Out of Darkness Celebra on, 9 AM-5PM & 7 
PM, Hope Presbyterian Church, Richfield, MN 
(see back panel) 

11/3-4 Seminar on Transgenderism in part-
nership with Minnesota Family Council, de-
tails TBA 

 

Prayer Requests 
Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, 
and one who waters will himself be wa-

tered. —Proverbs 11:25 
 

It happened again today.  It was a cloudy, 
dismal morning and my spirit needing li ing 
for about a dozen reasons.  The phone rang.  
The caller was a Mom from South Dakota 
who was seeking encouragement and in-
struc on regarding her son who had just 
announced that he had a boyfriend.  We 
had a good talk and I prayed for their family 
and specifically for her son.  I think that she 
was helped, but I know that I was.  Some of 
the grace that I needed for the conversa on 
seeped into my spirit and changed my day. 

This is our prayer for you, our financial part-
ners, who “water” the ministry of Outpost 
with your generous contribu ons.  Whether 
you hand-write a check or use the keyboard 
and give electronically, we pray that you 
will be enriched and encouraged as you 
donate to what we do.  Many are helped, 
including Moms in South Dakota who don’t 
know where else to turn. 

We are thanking God that we were very 
well-watered in July!  It is usually a dry 
month, but in July we received some one-

me gi s that resulted in an excess of reve-
nues over expenses by nearly $13,000.  We 
are s ll in a loss posi on for the year, but 
are grateful for the blessings of the month. 

 

Dave Osborn,  
Execu ve Pastor 

STILL ACCEPTING  
Living Waters applications 
for the 2017-18 program 
through the end of Septem-
ber! Info and application at 
outpostministries.org/get-
involved/living-waters. 
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