
It sounds preposterous, I know. When I first heard of 
this bill, I assumed it implausible, dead on arrival. Instead, 
AB 2943 raced through the first two commi ees in spite of 
valiant tes monies by friends Dr. Joseph Nicolosi, Jr., Anne 
Paulk of Restored Hope Network, and Bethel Redding's Eliz-

abeth Woning and Ken Williams. 
These last three witnessed per-
suasively to the power of Jesus 
and His community to restore true 
iden ty but were stonewalled by 
representa ves who only asked 
sympathe c ques ons of those 
claiming abuse at the hands of 
bad helpers, valid issues for clini-
cal ethics but irrelevant to the 
rights of persons to choose the 
kind of help (s)he desires! 

According to Ken Williams, "The freight train is here, 
barring persons from the right to help and to heal gender 
iden ty problems. This is the first day I have felt discriminat-
ed against, robbed of my freedom to hold to my convic-

ons. The government is now seeking to mandate what I do 
with my sexuality." 

Every person deserves the freedom to exercise moral 
authority over his or her body and desires. I may boldly dis-
agree with Ellen Degeneres' and Rupaul's iden ty choices 
(just as they do mine!) but I grant them freedom to make 
them. We as Americans share cons tu onal freedoms of 
worship and speech. According to the Supreme Court, "The 
proudest boast of our free speech jurisprudence is that we 
protect the freedom to express the thought we hate." 

Church, wake up. AB 2943 roused Bethel Redding to 
mobilize their people to engage gently and well with poli -
cal representa ves. Might I ask all Chris ans in California—
Catholics, Orthodox, Bap sts, Pentecostals—to invite their 
fellows to persuade elected officials to vote against this bill? 
(See californiafamily.org.) If this bill passes, the state offi-
cially denies Jesus' will for our sexual humanity and His 
power to redeem it. 

Editor’s Note: We have been keeping a close eye on a particular 
bill that is quickly being pushed through the California legisla-
ture this month. The ministry of Outpost has never been about 
political activism. We have always focused our energies into 
helping people walk in obedience to God and to their sincerely-
held religious beliefs. However, we 
bring this bill to your attention be-
cause, in the end, it threatens our 
very freedom to practice those said 
beliefs. Read on as we share col-
league Andy Comiskey's article 
about AB 2943.  

 

W e give you 
strict orders 
not to teach 
in His name.' 

Peter and John replied: 'Judge 
for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you 
rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what 
we have seen and heard . . . We must obey only God and 
not men!' (Acts 4:18-20; 5:29)  

 Wake up people. The bill best designed to outlaw 
Chris an efforts to help persons resolve gender iden ty 
problems is racing through the California legislature as 
you read this. AB 2943 prohibits all conferences, teach-
ings, or publica ons (where money is exchanged for the 
resource) aimed at helping people to overcome same-sex 
a rac on or gender dysphoria. This impacts every pastor, 
counselor, friend, or family member in California. 

Most chillingly, it slams the door on ci zens whose 
conscience guides them to make peace with their bodies 
as designed by God. The California legislature wants to 
deny them that choice. [This week] the Assembly will de-
cide if the state has the right to insist that the only op on 
for Californians with gender iden ty problems is to transi-

on into the 'gay' or 'trans' self. Though these are stand-
ard values in much of the clinical community, California is 
seeking to make them the only values. This is an affront to 
moral liberty. 
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“The freight train is here,  
barring persons from the right 
to help and heal gender identity 
problems. The government is 
now seeking to mandate what I 
do with my sexuality.” 



[On Thursday, April 19,] the lower house of the CA legislature will 
vote on AB 2943; if passed, it will go to the senate then to the governor. 
Pray for a miracle of God's jus ce. Or that such a preposterous bill, if 
passed, will be fast-tracked to the Supreme Court. 

Pray that a renewed Church 
will unite and arise in California 
as a result of this enslaving leg-
isla on. Nothing short of our 
freedom of speech and wor-
ship—our right to decide the 
man or woman we will be-
come—are at stake. If we lose, 
may we become holy outlaws who obey God, not man, with words and 
deeds of fire. 

 'Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable Your servants to speak 
Your word with great boldness. 
Stretch out Your hand to heal 
and perform miraculous signs 
and wonders through the name 
of Your holy servant Jesus.' (Acts 
4:29, 30) 

I may boldly disagree with  
Ellen Degeneres’ and Rupaul’s 
identity choices (just as they do 

mine!) but I grant them the 
freedom to make them. 

VOICES Above the Noise by Candace O. 

Outpost Ministries was formed in 1976 to meet 
the needs of men and women seeking freedom 
from unwanted same-sex attractions. We offer 
teaching, encouragement and support to individ-
uals, families and churches in the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul, MN, area and throughout the Upper Mid-
west.  
 
Outpost emphasizes obedience to God's Word, 
which begins the healing process. For over 40 
years, we have been proclaiming the transform-
ing power of Jesus Christ for the same-sex at-
tracted, the gay-identified and the broken Body 
of Christ.  

 
Outpost News is published 11 months a year and 
is sent free upon request. An annual donation of 
$30 is appreciated to cover printing and postage 
costs. An electronic version is available through 
our website. 
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light—and all of crea on—into existence, 
just by His very Word. That voice has the 
power to bring good news to the afflicted, 
to bind up broken hearts, to proclaim free-
dom to cap ves, to transform lives.  

We are trying a new segment in the  
Outpost News, aptly named Voices. At 

mes it may be a simple Q & A, a concise 
tes mony, or a short reflec on. It’s our 
way of using our voice to bring a clearer 
message to those who are sor ng through 
the noise. We want to reach the ones in-
tent on hearing the truth, listening for 
God’s wisdom, and looking for encourage-
ment. Ul mately, we want our voice to 
proclaim the person of Jesus Christ to any-
one willing to listen. A er all, to whom 
shall we go? His voice alone has the words 
of eternal life.   

The loudest voice always wins, right? At least that seems to be the re-
ality of my three young children at home. Whomever talks the longest 
and the loudest, drowning out the others, engages the a en on of Mom 
or Dad. It’s like a verbal game of dog pile. It makes for a chao c scene at 
dinner me. 

There is also a shou ng match going on in culture, and it seems the 
loudest voices are winning. “If we can just declare our message loud 
enough and long enough—literally in a protest or figura vely through so-
cial media—we will capture people’s a en on. They will begin to hear us 
and believe us because we are the only voice they hear.” 

Our voice at Outpost Ministries, and other ministries like ours, may 
not be very loud in culture or in the public square. There are others who 
have more money, more power, and more opportuni es to amplify their 
voice. Even when we do speak, many don’t even want to listen. (Sadly, in 
some cases, not even in the Church). Like a child closing his eyes, plugging 
his ears, and singing at the top of his lungs, they refuse to hear our sto-
ries. And they try to silence us, like with California’s Bill AB 2943. Or by 
suspending us from Facebook discussions. Or by removing our tes mo-
nies of transforma on from YouTube.      

Thankfully, we don’t need to win the shou ng match. Don’t get me 
wrong, we s ll speak up. We share our stories. We con nue to teach, 
train, and equip with the authority God has granted us. We don’t stop 
offering encouragement and hope to those who are broken and hur ng. 
But our voice doesn’t have to be the loudest to have an impact.  

A er all, the voice of God is at mes s ll and small, like a whisper, 
and yet it can be heard above the noise. It’s heard by those who are lis-
tening for Him, seeking Him. That same voice has the authority to speak 
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NOW ACCEPTING Living 
Waters applications for 
the 2018-19 program. Find 
info and an application at   
outpostministries.org/get
-involved/living-waters. 

Praise God for the success of our fund-
raising banquet on April 7! We had just 
over 200 guests who gave $31,000 in do-
na ons. God’s name was glorified 
through tes monies of His life-changing 
power!  

Con nue to pray for a me of rest and 
renewal for Nate during his sabba cal. 

Pray for the planning and success of the 
God’s Good Design Conference with the 
Minnesota Family Council and Walt Hey-
er in Mankato, MN on May 5.  

Pray for protec on, wisdom and favor as 
we con nue to teach and train churches 
and ministries in the Twin Ci es and be-
yond. 

Pray for con nued perseverance and 
community bonding for our par cipants 
as winter/spring programming winds 
down and we enter summer program-
ming mode.   

Ministr y Events  Financial Update Prayer Requests 
3/25 Angie spoke at Remnant Ministry 
Center, Brainerd, MN 

4/6 Angie spoke at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church’s women’s retreat, Brainerd Lakes 
Area, MN 

4/7 TCJHOP/Outpost Ministries Annual 
Fundraising Banquet, DoubleTree Hotel, 
Brooklyn Center, MN 

4/15 Angie spoke during Sunday morning 
services, Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Crosby, MN 

4/28 Angie speaks at a youth conference 
at Lifespring Church, Crosby, MN 

5/5 God’s Good Design Conference in 
partnership with Minnesota Family Coun-
cil, featuring Walt Heyer, at Covenant 
Family Church, Mankato, MN  

5/6, 13, 20 Outpost staff teach Sunday 
morning Student Ministries classes, New 
Hope Church, New Hope, MN 

6/11 Ian speaks to a visi ng youth group 
from Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran 
Church, Onalaska, WI at our offices, Rob-
binsdale, MN 

6/15-16 Restored Hope Network’s annual 
conference, Hope 2018, Upper Marlboro, 
MD 

First, let me give you a quick finan-
cial update for January-March. Our do-
na ons for the first quarter of 2018 
show a 20% increase over the same 
quarter in 2017. Despite the increase in 
expenses that comes with us growing as 
an organiza on, our deficit was running 
nearly iden cal to last year. Thanks to 
your generosity, we are sustaining our 
growth! 

 
On April 7th, we had our spring 

fundraising banquet. The tes monies 
shared were incredible, and it was such 
a delight to spend the evening with our 
friends and supporters.  

 
Our final numbers for the banquet 

were just over $31,000 in dona ons! 
Hallelujah! We're so grateful for your 
generosity and the provision of the 
Lord. The spring fundraiser will allow us 
to cover our expenses through the sum-
mer and right up to our fall fundraising 
events. Thank you so much for your 
part in that. While we did not meet our 
$60,000 goal, it is with confidence and 
thanks that we bring our spring fund-
raiser to a close. 

 
Had we met our goal, it would have 

allowed us to hire an addi onal part-
me Student Ministries staff and to cov-

er some addi onal hours in the admin 
department to bring our HR up to par. 
Would you join us in praying in those 
addi onal funds and staff over the 
course of the summer? We know that it 
is in the Lord's heart to provide, and 
together we are pa ently wai ng for 
Him to move on our behalf.  

 
Thank you all for being our partners 

on this journey. 
 

 
Alissa Holmes, 
Execu ve Pastor 
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HURRY, REGISTRATION CLOSES SOON! 

 
INSIDE 


