
here, “There is no transforma on without sharing.” 
Dave and his marriage were transformed because of 
that open mee ng in 1998. It was a catalyst that pro-
pelled both Dave and Diane further in their healing 
journey together.  

 
Simon Ministries is Born 
 Dave and Diane later started 
an outreach of their own seek-
ing to help married couples 
dealing with issues of homosex-
uality. They named their minis-
try Simon Ministries a er Simon 
of Cyrene, the man the Roman 
soldiers conscripted to carry the 
cross of Jesus. For 15 years, the 
Rasmussens would minister 

faithfully out of their church to these married couples, 
lead Living Waters groups, be the regional representa-

ve for a na onal ministry group, and correspond with 
and mentor many people by mail and email. 

 
Joining Forces 

Then in 2012, through a series of prac cal deci-
sions, Simon Ministries closed its doors, and Dave 
came to work at Outpost. He brought the renamed Si-
mon’s Refuge ministry to married couples with him. He 
has con nued much of the same ministry ac vity at 
Outpost, addi onally overseeing the CalebSpirit minis-
try for men over 30. 

 
Leading the Way 

This month also marks Dave’s “real” re rement. He 
first re red from a telephone company back in 2003. 
Dave is actually the first person ever to re re from 
Outpost. In the 1970s and 80s, the ministry saw several 
leaders leave because of burnout. In the 90s, we saw 

imon says, “Re re!”  This month, we 
acknowledge and celebrate Dave Ras-
mussen, former director of Simon Minis-
tries, and Outpost’s Married Couples Co-

ordinator. Dave is a man who has faithfully minis-
tered to Jesus, his wife Diane, 
and to many other married 
couples for nearly 20 years.    

 
Humble Beginnings 

I first met Dave Rasmus-
sen in 1997 at his intake in-
terview for Joshua Fellowship 
(JF). Back then, JF was the on-
ly group at Outpost Minis-
tries. It was for any and all 
men struggling with unwant-
ed same-sex a rac ons who sought to align their 
sexuality with their spirituality. We met on the sec-
ond, third, fourth and fi h Mondays of each month. 
The first Monday was open to anyone and all people 
interested in learning about and par cipa ng in Out-
post programming.  

  
A er several months in JF, I asked Dave if he and 

his wife would be willing to share their story of faith 
and healing at one of the open mee ngs. He immedi-
ately agreed to do that. Completely unbeknownst to 
me, Dave was shaking in his boots—not because of 
the prospect of sharing his story, but because he 
hadn’t shared “enough” of his story with his wife, Di-
ane. 

  
So he scurried home, shared “the rest of the sto-

ry” with Diane and started to prepare to share. Well, 
the open mee ng was a smash hit, both for Dave and 
for Outpost Ministries. We have a saying around 
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Dave has faithfully ministered 
to other married couples for 
nearly 20 years. 

S 



the death of our beloved ministry leader, Joe Halle , who had lived 
a life with AIDS for many years. In re ring, Dave is se ng a new 
precedent for ministry leaders here. We are now on a new leader-
ship trajectory, and Dave is leading the way! 

 
Standing Out 

In an age where the 
sanc ty of marriage is 
disregarded, and one’s 
feelings, a rac ons, and 
self-determina on are king, Dave and Diane’s commitment to 
Christ and to one another stands out in noteworthy brilliance. We 
gratefully acknowledge Dave’s commitment to Jesus Christ and the 
fulfillment of His mission alongside us here at Outpost Ministries.  

 
  Congratula ons on your  

re rement, Dave! May you and 
Diane have many happy and 
healthy years together, enjoying 
all of God’s blessings in Jesus 
Christ! 

Dave and Diane’s commitment to 
Christ and to one another stands 

out in noteworthy brilliance. 

If a husband struggles with same-sex attractions, why 
should he stay with his wife? Wouldn’t they both be better 
off going their separate ways? 
 
Diane and I were commi ed to our marriage. We loved 
each other. The gay community was about youth and 
good looks. Diane loves me uncondi onally! 
 

There was always a voice inside me that said what I was doing—
sexually ac ng out with other men—was wrong. I also had other 
people in my life who would be affected, especially my sons, and al-
so my siblings, my in-laws, my mother, my dear friends. Their rela-

onships were more important to me than my selfish, carnal de-
sires. 

 
Divorce was never an op on for me. We knew it would be a 

ba le, but we persevered, thanks to our Lord Jesus.  
 
As Robert Frost once wrote, Diane and I "took the [road] less 

traveled by, and that has made all the difference."  

A 

Outpost Ministries was formed in 1976 to meet 
the needs of men and women seeking freedom 
from unwanted same-sex attractions. We offer 
teaching, encouragement and support to individ-
uals, families and churches in the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul, MN, area and throughout the Upper Mid-
west.  
 
Outpost emphasizes obedience to God's Word, 
which begins the healing process. For over 40 
years, we have been proclaiming the transform-
ing power of Jesus Christ for the same-sex at-
tracted, the gay-identified and the broken Body 
of Christ.  

 
Outpost News is published 11 months a year and 
is sent free upon request. An annual donation of 
$30 is appreciated to cover printing and postage 
costs. An electronic version is available through 
our website. 

 
Candace Oyloe, Editor 

 
Outpost Ministries Advisory Board 

Chair: Ross Olson; Vice-chair: Brita Ylitalo; 
Secretary (ex-officio): Nate Oyloe; Members-at-

Large: Carol Eikum, Jason Knoll, Joy Knoll,  
Tom Sutton, Sheryl Hjellming, Jonathan Maus, 

Curt Gilbert  
 

PO Box 22429 · Robbinsdale, MN 55422 
763-592-4700 · outpostministries.org 

outpostinfo@outpostministries.org 
 

Business Hours:  
Mon-Thurs 8 AM to 4:30 PM, Fri by appt. 

 
©2018 Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer. All 

rights reserved. Nothing may be copied without 
prior permission. 

 
LIVING WATERS appli-
cations are now being 
accepted for the 2018-
19 programming year 
(October through 
March)! They are avail-
able for download at 
outpostministries.org/
get-involved/living-
waters. 

DAN PUUMALA has held many posi-
ons at Outpost Ministries. He is now 

Pastor of Ministry Rela ons and is in 
his 25th year of service. 
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VOICES Q & A with Dave Rasmussen 



Financial Update 

Praise God for Dave and Diane Ras-
mussen’s service to the Lord, to each oth-
er, and to the couples they have minis-
tered to over the past 20 years. 

Pray for a great transi on into full re re-
ment for Dave. 

Praise God for a frui ul sabba cal for 
Nate.  

Pray for wisdom in leadership and con-
nued rest and renewal for Nate as he 

transi ons back. 

Pray for traveling mercies, protec on and 
health for Nate, Alissa, Wendy, and Dan 
and Anne a as they travel to the RHN 
conference in MD 6/13-6/17. Pray for 
Alissa and Wendy as they both prepare 
and present workshops at the conference 
on 6/15.  

Pray for more Living Waters leaders and 
for an abundance of applicants. 

Prayer Requests 

Last month, I gave you an informal 
overview of our finances in April. We 
had our spring fundraising banquet, and 
you gave over $31,000 that night to fur-
ther healing and freedom.  
 
Since then, we've had a couple of gen-
erous monthly commitments that will 
allow us to bring on a part- me ministry 
staff person beginning in August. This 
young man will assist Nate with Joshua 
Fellowship. We're delighted at the op-
portunity to grow our programming and 
to reach more hearts in desperate need 
of hope. 
 
We're con nuing to pray that the Lord 
provides the resources and the right 
candidate to fill a human resources 
need. We know that the Lord has some-
one in par cular in mind and that He'll 
provide the funds to hire at the right 

me.   
 
In April of 2018, we saw a 50% increase 
in giving over April 2017. This is largely 
due to the banquet contribu ons, but 
we also saw an increase in our monthly 
givers, which is so encouraging!   

 
 
Alissa Holmes, 
Execu ve Pastor 

Ministr y Events  
5/6, 13, 20 Outpost staff taught Sunday 
morning Student Ministries classes, with 
an addi onal parents’ class on 5/20, New 
Hope Church’s Extended Campus, New 
Hope, MN 

6/11 Ian speaks to a visi ng youth group 
from Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran 
Church, Onalaska, WI at our offices, Rob-
binsdale, MN 

6/15-16 Restored Hope Network’s annual 
conference, Hope 2018, Upper Marlboro, 
MD. Wendy and Alissa will both be pre-
sen ng workshops on 6/15. 

9/8 TCJHOP’s Annual Freedom Run 5K, 
Sanborn Park, Robbinsdale, MN  

10/6 Dis nc ons Conference and Called 
Out of Darkness Celebra on, Loca on 
TBA 

Director’s Corner 
Thank you for praying for me during my 
sabba cal! I am so incredibly thankful for 
our very capable staff that made it possi-
ble. I am s ll taking me over the sum-
mer to limit my responsibili es here so 
that ul mately I can bring order to them, 
delega ng where necessary.  
 
This month, staff and I are traveling to 
Restored Hope Network’s (RHN) annual 
conference. RHN is a network of minis-
tries that serves those who are impacted 
by sexual and rela onal brokenness, par-

cularly unwanted same-sex a rac ons. 
Outpost is a founding member. 
 
RHN is very important to our community. 
Its website is a place to find a ministry or 
counseling referral around the country 
when an individual or family is ready to 
seek help. RHN serves as a voice to cul-
ture for those who have found freedom. 
It also serves as hub of communica on 
for any issues that affect our community.  
 
RHN’s annual conference is an opportuni-
ty for individuals and member organiza-

ons to gather and be encouraged by 
and with like-minded ministries. There 
are mes of worship, keynote speakers, 
breakout sessions and fellowship. This 
year’s conference is in the Washington, 
D.C. area on June 15-16, with a Members
-Only Day on June 14. I will be serving at 
this year’s conference as a worship lead-
er, as well as fulfilling my du es as the 
Upper Midwest Area Director. We appre-
ciate your prayers for safe travel and pro-
tec on! 
  
 

Nate Oyloe, 
Outpost Ministries Director & 
TCJHOP Senior Pastor 



ON Here’s a gift of: $25 $50 $100 $500 $1000 $5000Other: $    

This gift is to support the ministry of ____________________________ (List staff name or write Building Campaign) 

Name:         Circle card type:  

Address:        Card Number:        

City, State, ZIP:       Name on Card:        

Phone: (    )    -    Signature:         

E-mail:         Expiration Date:  /   (MM/YY) CVV:   
   

Credit Card Gifts: I authorize Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer to charge my credit card for the above 
 amount. Should I choose to cancel this transaction, I will contact Outpost within 24 hours at 763-592-4700 or 
 email OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org. 
 

Outpost is a ministry of the Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer, which is incorporated under the Minnesota Nonprofit Corporation Act. Con-
tributions are solicited with the understanding that Outpost Ministries has complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds. 
For questions or to make an additional contribution, contact our Donor Relations Manager, 763-592-4700 x114. No goods or services are 
provided in connection with these gifts unless otherwise noted. 

   Please Cut Along Dotted Line and Return With Your Donation    
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INSIDE  

A Man Worth Celebrating 


