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nd let us not grow weary of doing good, for in 
due season we will reap, if we do not give up.  
Galatians 6:9 
 

So you wanna go back to 
Egypt 
Where it's warm and secure 
Are you sorry you bought the 
one way ticket 
When you thought you were 
sure 
You wanted to live in the 
land of promise 
But now it's getting so hard 
Are you sorry you're out here 
in the desert 
Instead of your own back 
yard 
(So You Wanna Go Back to Egypt, 
Keith and Melody Green, 1980)  

 

These lyrics by Keith Green describe the predicament 
of Israel during their wilderness wanderings. They also 
offer a clue into the attitudes of many today who have es-
caped slavery to sin (i.e. they have received the for-
giveness of sins and become Christians) but who also wish 
to avoid the necessary struggle required to maintain their 
freedom. This struggle involves successfully avoiding the 
re-enslavement to sin, while on the other hand, still hav-
ing to pay the high cost of maintaining their freedom.  

Within two months of leaving Egypt and their slave 
masters, the Israelites forgot the object of their journey 
into the desert, which was lasting freedom from oppres-
sion. It was a worthy objective in itself, but additionally, 
they had the higher goal of worshiping the Living God. In-
stead, Israel settled for a golden calf. In our quest for free-
dom from the life-dominating nature of same sex attrac-

A 
tions (or fill in the blank with your own particular sin strug-
gle), we may also be tempted to passivity like the Israelites 
of old. We’d rather settle for slavery than take responsibil-

ity for ourselves. 
 
Jeremiah Recounts Israel’s 
Sin 
The prophet Jeremiah lament-
ed the indecisiveness of Israel. 
About a hundred years prior 
to the destruction of Jerusa-
lem and the beginning of the 
Babylonian Exile, he wrote, 
“And I will declare my judg-
ments against [Israel], for all 
their evil in forsaking me. 
They have made offerings to 
other gods and worshiped the 
works of their own 

hands” (Jeremiah 1:16.) Later, Jeremiah quotes God, refer-
ring to God’s spiritual courtship with Israel, “I remember 
the devotion of your youth, your love as a bride, how you 
followed me in the wilderness, in a land not sown. Israel 
was holy to the LORD.” (Jer. 2:2f.)  

Then Jeremiah recounts the history of Israel (see vv. 
2:3-12) from God’s perspective as a spurned and grieving 
lover. Essentially what God is saying is “What did I do 
wrong that you left me? Why did you stop pursuing me 
after all I’ve done for you?” Next Jeremiah lists priests, 
lawyers, shepherds and prophets as having forsaken their 
authority and forgotten the Living God altogether. No oth-
er people on earth does this, complains the prophet; but 
all Israel has forsaken her God!  

 
Israel’s Complaining and God’s Response 

The prophet summarizes Israel’s problem in v. 13. 
First, they forsook God, and second, they tried to live by 

Please see our financial update to respond to an urgent need.  



their own effort. Both of these options were predictably ineffective, and 
left Israel in a miserable state of frustration and destitution. They longed 
to go back. Things weren’t really all THAT bad in Egypt, they moaned. At 
least we 
had garlic 
and leeks. 
Food tast-
ed good. 
What’s 
this manna? And the golden calf: at least we can see and feel it. Who is 
this unseen God who dragged us away from our comfort zone? Israel is 
clearly upset. They are not getting what they wanted. They are angry. 
“We didn’t sign up for THIS!,” they cry. 

Then God’s Word turns it all around: “You brought all this upon your-
selves!” Jeremiah continues, “And now what do you gain by going to 
Egypt to drink the waters of the Nile? Or what do you gain by going to As-
syria to drink the waters of the Euphrates?” (Jeremiah 2:18). Here he cuts 
them off from all their false hopes. Slavery (Egypt) can’t comfort or satisfy 
you. Idols (Assyria) can’t cure or save you. Jeremiah even reminds them in 
v. 20 that long ago, it was God who set them free from slavery. But still 
they refused to serve him! Everywhere they went, they adulterated them-
selves sexually and spiritually. 

 
Sin, Slavery and Freedom 

What’s interesting to me is the story hasn’t changed much in the 
twenty-six centuries since Jeremiah wrote. God chose us for Himself and 
delivered us out of slavery to sin. But, we remember the “good times” of 
our past and want to turn back. We tell ourselves just a little taste won’t 
hurt a thing. So we revisit the pleasures of sin for a season, and suddenly, 
we’re trapped. The apostle Paul writes, “why subject yourselves once 
again to a yoke of slavery?” (Galatians 5:1)  

Regarding our discussion of same-sex attraction, let’s call it what it is: 
slavery.  Some may even veer off into the language of addiction here, and 
it’s all the same. We have an incurable condition into which we were all 
born. But, we have also been born from above, and our true allegiance is 
to heaven. Let us no longer pine for the prison! We don’t have to settle 
for prison food! As the apostle Paul wrote: “For freedom Christ has set us 
free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slav-
ery” (Galatians 5:1). Even more pointedly, Paul wrote to the Corinthians--
specifically in regard to sexual immorality--“I could say that I am allowed 
to do anything, but I am not going to let anything make me its slave” (1 
Cor 6:12, GNB). Indeed!  

Let’s see sin for what it is; but even more, let’s see Christ as the one 
who has broken the power of sin to control our lives! The struggle to 
maintain freedom is hard work, but every minute in the desert is worth it 
as we are transformed unto lasting freedom. While we walk, we can look 
forward to being united with Christ and made fully new.  

 
There is power in the name of Jesus 
To break every chain 
Break every chain 
Break every chain 
(Break Every Chain, Jesus Culture, 2011) 
 
All Scripture references are from the ESV unless otherwise marked. 

Outpost Ministries was formed in 1976 to meet the 
needs of men and women seeking freedom from un-
wanted same-sex attractions. We offer teaching, en-
couragement and support to individuals, families and 
churches in the Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN, area and 
throughout the Upper Midwest.  
 
Outpost emphasizes obedience to God's Word, which 
begins the healing process. For over 40 years, we have 
been proclaiming the transforming power of Jesus 
Christ for the same-sex attracted, the gay-identified 
and the broken Body of Christ.  

 
Outpost News is published 11 months a year and is 
sent free upon request. An annual donation of $30 is 
appreciated to cover printing and postage costs. An 
electronic version is available through our website. 

 
Joy Knoll, Editor 
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Mon-Thurs 8 AM to 4:30 PM, Fri by appt. 
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Dan P. is the Pastor of Ministry Relations and has been min-
istering with Outpost since 1993. He loves to share the 
transformational ministry of Outpost to the sexually and 
relationally broken (Jesus Christ has life-changing power!) 

There is still 

plenty of 

time to reg-

ister for  

Living Wa-

ters!  

 

It will begin 

Thursday, 

Oct. 3, 2019 and run through 

March 12th, 2020, from 6:30 – 

9:00 PM.  Living Waters will meet 

at TCJHOP. The cost is $450 

(scholarships available).  

 

The application is now available 

at outpostministries.org.  



8/12 Distinctions for Pastors and Ministry 
Leaders. Olivet United Methodist, Robbins-
dale, MN. 

9/14 Silent Auction Brunch Gala. Grace 
Church of Eden Prairie, Eden Prairie, MN.  

10/12 The Called Out of Darkness Celebra-
tion.  Prairie Community Church, Eden Prai-
rie, MN.  

Dear Friends,  
You may have noticed in the last issue 

that giving dropped significantly. It was 60% 
down from previous years. We thought that 
it was probably an anomaly-- summer is a 
difficult time. However, June was a whole 
third leaner, and rather suddenly we find 
ourselves having eaten through our financial 
reserve.  

This puts us in a pretty desperate finan-
cial position, and I have personally been 
overwhelmed in the face of this. Bottom 
line, however, is that this ministry belongs 
to Jesus, and this is an opportunity to trust 
Him to provide. 

We will also be sending out appeals and 
reaching out in person, but would you con-
sider making a gift today, or possibly re-
starting your monthly giving? If you are in-
terested in directing your support to a min-
istry staffer, and want to meet them, send 
me a note and I will get you connected. 

On an exciting note, the Lord has pro-
vided someone to step into the Donor Rela-
tions role, and we’re excited to have Ting Li 
serving with us. Stay tuned next month for a 
staff introduction! Thank you for standing 
with us. 
 
 
 
Alissa Holmes 
Executive Pastor 

Financial Update  Prayer Requests  

Praise God for the ways He is moving in Sum-
mer meetings and programs! 

Pray that the Lord would provide for our 
financial needs (see financial update for more 
information).  

Pray for our upcoming Silent Auction and 
Called Out of Darkness events. Pray that God 
will move with provision and preparation of 
hearts.   

Ministr y Events  

There is still time to register for our 

special version of Distinctions for Pas-

tors and Ministry Leaders. However, any-

one is welcome to attend!  

This event is Monday, August 12 

from 9:30 am - 3:30 pm.  There will be 

teachings, discussions and Q & A.  This 

seminar is perfect for ministry leaders 

interested in learning more about Out-

post and our heart for ministry.  

 The seminar is free for pastors and 

leaders, and $15 for all others. Lunch is 

available for pre-order for $10, or you 

can bring your own brown bag.  

Registration is open at outpostmin-

stries.org/events, and will close August 

8th.   

Join us Saturday, September 14, for a 

silent auction brunch gala from 9am to 

Noon. This event will feature spectacular 

items and unique experiences with val-

ues ranging from $30-$300+. Join us 

and invite a friend or two for brunch and 

fun, great items, and our entertaining 

live auction. Spend time with our staff, 

get to know us better, and further our 

vital ministry. Tickets are $15 a person. 

Visit outpostministries.org/events to 

register now.   



ON Here’s a gift of: $25 $50 $100 $500 $1000 $5000 Other: $   

This gift is to support the ministry of ____________________________ (List staff name or other designation) 

Name:         Circle card type:  

Address:        Card Number:        

City, State, ZIP:       Name on Card:        

Phone: (    )    -    Signature:        

E-mail:         Expiration Date:  ____/_____ (MM/YY) CVV: _______ 
 

Credit Card Gifts: I authorize Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer to charge my credit card for the above amount.  
Should I choose to cancel this transaction, I will contact Outpost within 24 hours at 763-592-4700 or 

      OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org. 
 

Outpost is a ministry of the Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer, which is incorporated under the Minnesota Nonprofit Corporation Act. Contributions are 
solicited with the understanding that Outpost Ministries has complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds. For questions or to make an 
additional contribution, contact our Donor Relations Manager, 763-592-4700 x114. No goods or services are provided in connection with these gifts unless 
otherwise noted. 

   Please Cut Along Dotted Line and Return With Your Donation    

O
ffi

ce
 U

se
: 

P
ro

c’
d

 b
y_

__
__

__
__

 

o
n

__
__

__
__

__
 

 

 

Persevering in Healing and 

 An Important Financial Update 

 

 
INSIDE 


