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first came to Outpost as the volunteer Media Director 

years ago. I recently went back through some of the video 

footage that I shot in those early days. It brought me 

tears. It was so unexpected, but I was confronted with lit-

eral evidence of dear brothers and sisters who used to wear their 

shame and pain on their faces. I know 

them today as ones with shining faces, 

faces filled with the confidence of be-

ing loved by God and by their commu-

nity. My favorite part about ministry at 

Outpost is watching the light of Christ 

fill the countenance of our participants. 

They are still on their healing journey, 

but they have been transformed into 

ever-increasing glory (2 Cor. 3:18).  

There are three fundamental 

things that I’ve found to be necessary 

on the healing journey: encounter with 

the living, relational God; healthy com-

munity; and perseverance. I’d like to 

share a bit about each.  

 

Encounter 

“Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.” James 4:8a.  

We have this great promise, that when we give God our weak 

yes, He will answer. When we draw near to God, He draws near to 

us. When we knock, the door will be opened to us. When we seek, 

we will find.  

It is necessary, vital, and inescapable that we need encounter 

with God to be changed. Transformation is a work of the Holy  

Spirit. It is not something that we can conjure up or fake. Our part 

is a necessary “Yes” to the process of discipleship and encounter.  

This need for encounter is fundamentally why we’re part-

nered with the Prayer Room. It’s not that there is something espe-

cially ‘spiritual’ about the modality of our Prayer Room compared 

with other prayer practice. The healing partnership with Outpost 

is really about time. What the Prayer Room affords is extended 

I 
hours of prayer that force us to stop running from our pain; con-

front our boredom and cold hearts; and get beyond our own navel-

gazing to pray for others.  

It can be difficult at first to face into our lack of hunger for God, 

but in the repeated devotion of time, He encounters us and softens 

our hearts. In that space of prayer, com-

munion, and encounter, He transforms us.  

 

Community 

“…if we walk in the light as He is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one anoth-

er, and the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, 

cleanses us from all sin.” 1 John 1:7 

Most of us have struggled at some point 

with belonging, feeling left out, or unwant-

ed. For those of us who have struggled 

with addictive or compulsive sin, there is a 

correlation between our sin struggles and 

our lack of community. When I am cut off 

from community, I am at highest risk of giv-

ing into the enemy. When I am surrounded 

with support from the body of Christ, I am 

empowered to overcome by the experience of real love. 

It’s a powerful thing to be loved on our worst day. It’s a power-

ful thing to know that someone will stand with us when we can’t 

stand ourselves. It’s also painful, because broken humans hurt each 

other, but as we risk, choose to trust, and learn to forgive as we 

have been forgiven, we find belonging and transformation.  

 

Perseverance 

“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 

from you.” James 4:7  

The work of healing is hard. The enemy comes in with discour-

agement and, like the serpent in the garden, with variations of “Did 

God really say?” or “Does God love you, really?” 

We can’t dictate what transformation will look like, but if we 

persevere, it will happen. In my own journey, I always came to the 
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Lord with my laundry list of things to fix. Typically, He ignored my list and gently 

worked on something else. This was not because of some sort of cheap grace but ra-

ther a fundamental fault in my understanding. God was concerned, not with my pun-

ishment, but with my healing. As 

I learned to submit to His Lord-

ship on a daily basis--regardless 

of my feelings of rebellion, fatigue, boredom, or even joy--He transformed me.  

What results from encounter, community, and perseverance? Transformation. 

It’s not a myth or a fanciful idea. It’s real, it’s the work of the Holy Spirit, and it’s the 

desire of the Father for us. (Jeremiah 29:11).  

 

We Need You 

We want Outpost to continue to stand as a beacon of hope for transformation. 

As we approach our annual fundraising banquet, we need to raise $41,000 for this 

year of ministry. If the message of transformation resonates with you, there are a few 

ways that you can help us: 

Consider sponsoring a table. If you are financially able, this is a profound tool to 

help spread the message of hope. When you sponsor a table and invite people from 

your network, you are inviting them into hope. Every year at the banquet, we hear 

from people who are hearing testimonies of transformation for the first time--it’s 

powerful to see the way their hearts come alive. 

Attend or make a gift. You may not be in a position to sponsor a table, but  

every gift we receive is an important part of our mission.  

Pray. We wouldn’t be here without the sustaining power of prayer, and we con-

tinue to need your support. Please continue to partner and stand with us in this way, 

and do not discount this critical ministry. You matter to us! 

 

To register for the Banquet or for more details,  go to outpostministries.org or 

tcjhop.org and click on the event tab.  

Outpost Ministries was formed in 1976 to meet the 
needs of men and women seeking freedom from 
unwanted same-sex attractions. We offer teaching, 
encouragement and support to individuals, families 
and churches in the Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN, area 
and throughout the Upper Midwest.  
 
Outpost emphasizes obedience to God's Word, 
which begins the healing process. For over 40 years, 
we have been proclaiming the transforming power 
of Jesus Christ for the same-sex attracted, the gay-
identified and the broken Body of Christ.  
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Sometimes the Bible can be pretty quirky. That might sound weird com-

ing from a pastor, but before you grab the torches and pitchforks, hear me 

out. There’s a very short story in 2 Kings 6:1-7. The prophet Elijah is with a 

couple men doing some log-cutting. One of the guys loses an ax-head in the 

water and cries out, “No, no, no, no! I borrowed that!” If you ever lost or broke 

something that belonged to someone else, you know that sick-to-your-

stomach feeling. Instead of diving in and looking for the ax-head like a  

normal person, Elisha asks where it fell in, throws a stick in that spot, and 

waited for the iron to float so the man could pick it up. 

I think that’s a little overkill. Didn’t anyone know how to swim? Did they 

really need to break the laws of physics for one ax-head? Really?! If that’s not 

quirky, I’m not sure what is. However, I think it illustrates an important point 

about God--He cares about the mundane. 

Throughout my time teaching and meeting with clients this month, God 

has been reminding me of this . He is not 

only transcendent; He is also imminent. 

He is not just in the abstract; He is in the 

practical. He cares about our ax-head mo-

ments and wants to meet us there. 

Not only that, I would argue this is 

the primary way He reveals Himself to us. 

Our faith isn’t built on abstract moral or 

legal principles. It’s not an esoteric revela-

tion. Rather, our faith is built upon the 

person of Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah. 

God revealed Himself in flesh and blood, 

dwelt among us, and will dwell among us 

again!  

From The Director        By Jonathan M. 
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A lot of us romanticize encountering 

God. We believe it must be some extraor-

dinarily big experience. Basically, we have 

great expectations we place upon God 

when, really, we should simply have  

expectancy. Expectancy is open to what-

ever God has for us today or in this mo-

ment. This is what the healing journey 

looks like at Outpost. It isn’t only about 

crazy breakthrough moments (those do 

happen, though!), but it’s about the con-

sistent, every day choice to choose God 

above all else. To trust that He will be 

working and encountering us in the small 

and simple as well as the awesome and 

abstract. 

God cares so deeply about us and He 

wants to reveal that love to us, not just in 

abstract theological terms, but especially 

in those practical moments of everyday 

life and lost ax-heads. 

Jonathan M. became the Student 

Ministries Coordinator at Outpost in July 

2018 and the Outpost Director in Sep-

tember 2019.  He loves spicy food, travel-

ing, and almost anything “nerdy.” 

2/17 Jonathan spoke at the Assemblies of 
God Student Leader Retreat, Summit 
Church, St. Paul.  

3/5 Alissa and Jonathan do staff training at 
Teens For Christ, Hudson, WI.  

3/12 Wendy will preach at the Marie 
Sandvik Center, Minneapolis.  

3/14 Jonathan will speak at the Wayzata 
EFree Men’s Breakfast, Wayzata.  

3/28 Spring Fundraising Banquet, Minne-
apolis Marriott West, Golden Valley.  

5/4 Distinctions Conference, Redeeming 
Love Church, Maplewood.  

Dear Friends, 

 

We are in the middle of overhauling our 

financial accounting system, a process 

which was delayed at the end of the year 

due to some unexpected health chal-

lenges. We will be reporting on both 

January and February financials in the 

next issue of Outpost News. We  

appreciate your patience.  

 

We also said goodbye to Ting in January 

as her temporary visa ended. She was an 

incredible gift to us, and we are so 

grateful for the time we got to share 

with her!  

 

Thank you so much, 

 

 

 

Alissa Holmes 

Executive Pastor  

Financial Update  Prayer Requests  

Praise God for a good response to our 
Workshop and presence at the Bethlehem 
Conference! We made some important 
connections. 

Pray for all the upcoming ministry events 
we have, that things would go well and 
people would be touched. 
Pray for the Living Waters volunteers and 
participants as they wrap up in mid-
March.  

Director Continued  

Ministr y Events  
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Join us for our Spring 

Fundraising Banquet 

 on March 28! 

 
INSIDE 


