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r. Sean McDowell is one of the keynote speakers at the 

Restored Hope Network HOPE2020 Conference in June. 

This year, they have moved the conference online and 

renamed it HOPE 2.0. Since that makes this conference more ac-

cessible, we hope this blog post will pique your interest to check 

out the conference. 

School cancelled. The NBA season suspended. People sick. 

And most tragic, thousands of people are dead.  

Why would God allow such a terri-

ble disease to become a pandemic? If 

God has the power, why wouldn’t He 

stop it? 

 

Don’t be afraid of the question 

Given that I teach Bible and apolo-

getics, a number of people have been 

asking me this question over the past 

few days. My guess is that it has crossed 

your mind as well. 

As Christians, we should not be 

afraid of difficult questions like this. Je-

sus said to love God with our hearts, 

souls and minds (Mark 12:28-31). The 

Apostle Peter said to be ready with an 

answer for our hope (1 Peter 3:15). Christianity has a rich history 

of wrestling with all sorts of difficult questions, including the  

problem of natural evil. 

 

Caring for people in need 

Yet, before we probe this question any further, let me state 

something up front: I am not going to pretend to address this 

question entirely. I am not even sure it can be answered in its en-

tirety. God does not answer Job’s plea with a reason for his pain. 

Rather, He helps Job understand that his perspective is limited, 

and that God can still be trusted amidst Job’s questions and pain. 

Even attempting a question can feel insensitive and uncaring, 

especially because so many people have been affected by this  

D disease. Thus, if you have suffered because of the coronavirus, 

please know that I am deeply sorry for your experience. If you are a 

Christian, and you see people suffering, the first response is to em-

pathize with them. As the Apostle Paul said, “Rejoice with those 

who rejoice; weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15). And 

then, of course, we need to reach out and love our neighbors. 

 

Four Christian insights about evil and suffering 

Rather than attempting to answer  

specifically why God allows the coronavirus, 

please allow me to offer four general in-

sights from the Christian worldview. For 

those who want to go further, I will suggest 

some books at the end. My hope is that 

these four points will be springboards for 

further discussion with your family, friends, 

and neighbors. 

First, the world is deeply broken. Although 

the Bible begins with the creation of the 

world, and of mankind being placed in a 

beautiful Garden, the world very quickly 

gets messed up. The entire world is affected 

when Adam and Even choose to disobey 

God. Not only does sin break the relation-

ship between God and human beings, but the physical ground itself 

is cursed (Genesis 3:17-18). The Apostle Paul reminds us that crea-

tion “groans” and awaits restoration (Romans 8:19-20). 

The extent of sin’s effect on creation is debated among theolo-

gians. In fact, some scientists have even observed that viruses 

are necessary for life on planet earth. Yet Christians should not be 

surprised by the brokenness of the world, including the existence 

and spread of deadly viruses. Quite literally, sin has ravaged every-

thing. 

Second, God allows suffering and evil to draw us to eternal 

things. God does not cause evil. But He does allow it. One reason 

may be that God knows that life continues for eternity after this 

present age. It is easy to get distracted by the desires and needs of 
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the moment. Yet if the afterlife is real, God may allow evil and suffering to stir us up to 

think about eternal life. He may allow us to suffer so we move beyond our momentary 

pleasures and focus on what lasts forever. 

Third, Jesus understands our suffering. It is only in the Christian faith that God actual-

ly experiences human suffering. While Scripture does not mention Jesus getting sick, we 

do know that he suffered immensely from hunger and stress (e.g., Matthew 26:36-46). 

The author of Hebrews writes, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympa-

thize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 

without sin" (4:15). 

The God of the Bible has not abandoned us to our suffering. He has entered into it. He 

understands when we suffer and empathizes with us. Where is God when we suffer? Part 

of the answer is that He is right there suffering with us. 

Fourth, Jesus has conquered this world. Sickness, evil, and death do not have the 

last word. Jesus does. The 

Apostle Paul suffered immense-

ly. He was shipwrecked, beat-

en, stoned, and experienced 

deep hunger and thirst. And yet 

he refused to lose heart (see 2 

Cor. 6:4-5). Why? Because he 

knew Jesus had already conquered this world. Paul believed in the resurrection of Jesus, 

and thus refused to grieve without hope (see 1 Thess. 4:13). 

So much more could be said about why God allows suffering and natural evil. This 

post is not meant to offer a simple and tidy response, but to offer some insights about 

how Christians can think about such a difficult question. 

Let's have conversations with our unbelieving friends about why God allows suffering 

and evil. But remember, our first task it to empathize with and love them as our  

neighbors.  

This article was originally published on SeanMcDowell.org. We hope you will check out 

the HOPE 2.0 conference and register to hear more from all the speakers, workshops and 

testimonies! There will even be a Q&A with the speakers! The cost is only $100. The speak-

ers include Joe Dallas and Linda Seiler as well, both of whom have great testimonies and 

strong ministries that speak of God’s truth and healing power. This conference is for strug-

glers, family members, loved ones, friends, pastors, counselors and laypeople. 

 

Outpost Ministries was formed in 1976 to meet the 
needs of men and women seeking freedom from 
unwanted same-sex attractions. We offer teaching, 
encouragement and support to individuals, families 
and churches in the Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN, area 
and throughout the Upper Midwest.  
 
Outpost emphasizes obedience to God's Word, 
which begins the healing process. For over 40 years, 
we have been proclaiming the transforming power 
of Jesus Christ for the same-sex attracted, the gay-
identified and the broken Body of Christ.  
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is appreciated to cover printing and postage costs. 
An electronic version is available through our web-
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Dear Friends, 

 

In March 2020 donations were down 

27% compared with 2019. This is a 

slight improvement from the percent-

age down in February and encourag-

ing in light of not being able to hold 

our Annual Fundraising Banquet. We 

are in a difficult spot, but every month, 

we just barely hold steady. We were 

able to raise $9,800 in donations 

through our Non-Event. Thank you for 

watching and giving! It was so encour-

aging to be able to celebrate with you 

in the midst of all the uncertainty. 

 

This will be my last update, as my final 

day at Outpost is April 30th. I’m sad to 

say goodbye, but excited to be getting 

married and for the things that the 

Lord has for Matt & me in the future! 

 

Thank you for everything, 

 

 

 

Alissa Holmes 

Executive Pastor 

Financial Update  Prayer Requests  

Praise God for His provision during this 
time of crisis. Pray that God continues 
to meet our needs as a ministry.  

Pray for people facing many difficult 
circumstances due to COVID-19.  

Pray for the participants who meet 
online with their groups. 

Pray for Outpost staff who are figuring 
out working from home and best prac-
tices during the stay-at-home order.  

May 4 :  Jonathan, Wendy, Joy, and Dan 
host an online Distinctions seminar.  
 
As our schedule is regularly changing 
due to the COVID-19 situation, be sure 
to visit the Outpost website to see up-
to-date information on this and any 
other ministry events. 

Ministr y Events  

Strive: Stepping into the Strength  

of your Masculine Soul 

 

“Why do I struggle? Why can’t I just get 

over depression, anxiety, fear, porn, lust, 

and other life-dominating behaviors? 

What does it mean to be a man? 

Learn how to STRIVE for more as you are 

equipped with tools to wage war against 

passivity and find wholeness in your 

identity as a man of God. 

 

Tuesdays from 6:30-9:15pm 

May 26-August 16 

Cost $325 (scholarships available) 

Interested? Contact us at  

strivesummercourse@gmail.com 

Summer Men ’s Course  

Give At Home MN  

Join with us to help bridge the gap for 
summer programs! 

Since our spring fundraising banquet 
was significantly impacted by the need 
to stay physically separated, we were 
unable to reach our fundraising goal. In 
order to help our programs get fully 
funded, we are participating in 
#GiveAtHomeMN from May 1-8. 

During this special 8-day event, GiveMN 
is rebating processing fees to help Min-
nesota schools and non-profits impact-
ed by the current public health crisis. 
Visit www.givemn.org/organization/
TCJHOP during the first week of May  
to give. 

Your gift, no matter the size, will help us 
continue to provide important re-
sources that bring hope and healing to 
our community. 



ON Here’s a gift of: $25 $50 $100 $500 $1000 $5000 Other: $   

This gift is to support the ministry of ____________________________ (List staff name or other designation) 

Name:         Circle card type:  

Address:        Card Number:        

City, State, ZIP:       Name on Card:        

Phone: (    )    -    Signature:        

E-mail:         Expiration Date:  ____/_____ (MM/YY) CVV: _______ 
 

Credit Card Gifts: I authorize Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer to charge my credit card for the above amount.  
Should I choose to cancel this transaction, I will contact Outpost within 24 hours at 763-592-4700 or 

      OutpostInfo@OutpostMinistries.org. 
 

Outpost is a ministry of the Twin Cities Justice House of Prayer, which is incorporated under the Minnesota Nonprofit Corporation Act. Contributions are 
solicited with the understanding that Outpost Ministries has complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds. For questions or to make an 
additional contribution, contact our Donor Relations Manager, 763-592-4700 x114. No goods or services are provided in connection with these gifts unless 
otherwise noted. 
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