A New Creation
By Rodger G., Used with Permission

“From now on, therefore, we regard no one according
to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”
2 Corinthians 5:16-17
Several years ago, I was part of a small group of men. We
all struggled with issues around sexual purity and identity.
We met weekly to encourage and support each other.
During one of the meetings, after rejecting most of their
encouragement regarding God’s love and view of me, one
of the men confronted me. He asked, “Are you so arrogant
to believe everyone here is wrong and you
are right?” The truth was, yes. In fact, I
was that arrogant. In that moment, the
Holy Spirit spoke to me clearly saying,
“They see you like I see you, they see the
real authentic you. Rodger, your vision is
distorted by lies, you don’t see that you
are a new creation.” See, I saw myself
through the distortion of self-applied
labels and identities. I didn’t recognize the
new man. No wonder walking in newness
of life felt impossible.
The Old and New Testament speak of the
hope that one day God would come and
save His people. This salvation wouldn’t
just be rescuing them from the evil surrounding them but it would be a salvation that completely
changed the person who had faith in God. While this is
fantastic, He promises to do even more. God said His Spirit
would live in his followers, empowering them to live a
righteous life, a righteousness that flows from the inside
out1. The Prophet Ezekiel wrote, “I will sprinkle clean water
on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all
your impurities and from all your idols. I will give you a new
heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you

your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will
put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees
and be careful to keep my laws.”2 The Old Testament hope
has become the New Testament reality. Paul writes “the
gospel is the power of God to save all who believe.”3 That
is, when you believe this good news you encounter the
power of God and it changes you, it changes everything!
Knowing and experiencing this power is central to Christianity. Paul asked God to give the Ephesians “the Spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having
the eyes of your hearts enlightened so that you would
know…what is the immeasurable greatness of his power
toward us who believe…” Paul continues,
it’s the same power (his great might) “that
he (God) worked in Christ when he raised
him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places…”4 WOW, breathe that in a few times,
it’s intoxicating in the best way!!! The very
same power that raised Jesus from the
dead is at work in us. Because of this we
are saved, born again, resurrected into
new life, adopted as daughters or sons,
and we’ve been released from slavery to
sin and death and set free to live a righteous life. This power is so powerful that it
has made each of us a new creation. And,
the Holy Spirit lives in us!
In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul writes about the ministry which he
is, indeed, we are all called, the ministry of reconciliation.
Paul states, “From now on we regard no one according to
the flesh….”. He stopped assessing or judging people according to their appearance, what he could see with his
eyes. He had initially done so with Jesus (and the fledgling
church) and it didn’t work out well. Thankfully, this kind of
vision problem can be healed by encountering the Risen
Christ.

The effect of this change is we no longer see with distorted vision. Instead of seeing the distorted person, we see the
authentic person who is in Christ; we see the new creation. Paul writes, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”5 Again, this is a good time to stop for just a few seconds and
think about this truth. When we came to Jesus we were made a new creation. The word he uses for “new” means “all things
are new, previously non-existent, far different from what they were before.”6 This is outrageous; I am not the man I use to
be! Christianity is not rehabilitation for those addicted to sin. It’s not therapy to piece together a fragmented psyche. No, the
old Rodger died, he was buried. Now, by faith in God, His power has made me a new creation, born again, resurrected into
new life. And, so are you.
I may not feel or behave like a new creation, but I am. As a new born baby, born again into this walk of faith, I will develop
and mature. It is by faith that we are saved! And it is the fruit of this faith in his grace, love and power that we mature in him.
With faith that I am who God says I am, I challenge other voices that identify me as something other than what God says in
Scripture. I recognize that my appetites, desires, or lust don’t define. My body’s sexual response doesn’t define me. God
defines me and I see myself through His eyes. I see that I am a new creation. And, with hope in Christ and the testimonies of
others, I “run the race set before me.”7

Now that you are a new creation, do you see through those new eyes? When you look at others, how do you see
them? When looking at followers of Jesus, do you see the new creation? Many disciples continue with the labels they had
prior to faith in Jesus. They continue with labels that are no longer true. No worries. These labels are like “yellow sticky
notes” stuck on a woolly sweater. With just a breeze, those labels are blown away. You don’t need to try to rip off the labels
or confront the person, but rather love the authentic person Christ made them to be. Jesus will bring a breeze at just the
right time. I encourage you to see with new eyes. Look for the authentic in others. For believers, this is always their new
creation. For those yet to come to faith in Jesus, ask the Father to see them as He does. Never label someone with a label the
Father would not give them.8 Ask the Lord who they really are and interact with them from that perspective. Honor them and
love them as the Father does.
I pray that you encounter the love and power of God so intimately that nothing causes you to look back but that you see
everything as lost for the sake of the gospel. I pray you no longer see yourself or others “according to the flesh,’ but as God
sees. I pray you see yourself as a new creation and engage how different you are. You are not who you were! You are a disciple, a follower of Jesus, a Christian. This is your authentic self. Nothing else identifies you. I pray you and others are able to
see in you the fruit of intimacy with Jesus, His righteousness, peace and joy increasing in you and through you!!!
1 See Matthew 5 In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus “raises the bar” regarding righteousness. “You have heard it said…but I say….” The righteousness of
the Kingdom of God flows for inside out; it is not measured only by action but by one’s heart, feelings, fantasies and attitudes.
2 Ezekiel 36:25-27
3 Romans 1:16
4 Ephesians 1:17-19
5 2 Corinthians 5:17
6 The mean of “new” from the Strongs, https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g2537/esv/mgnt/0-1/
7 Hebrews 12:1; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 2 Timothy 4:7
8 Kris Vallotton, one of the senior leaders at Bethel Church, Redding, one day had an encounter with a young man who had shared the labels he had applied to himself. When Kris spoke to the Lord about the young man, the Lord said to Kris, “Never label people with labels I would not give them. See them
as I do.”
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Financial Update
Greetings! This is the first financial update that I’m writing as Interim President, even
though I’ve held this position since April. Our financial outlook is rather gloomy, so I
felt it was important to let you, our supporters, know about the situation.
Outpost runs a pretty tight ship, and we have ever since I’ve been here these 29 years.
Looking back over the last 2-1/2 years, I’ve noticed an odd trend. In 2020, our nation
was thrown out of work and into lockdown due to COVID-19. That was our best year
ever: staff missionary support raising was up, and our support groups increased by
double as we learned how to Zoom all our activities. 2021 was on par with the
previous years. We offered hybrid support groups with some folks coming virtually
and some coming in person, and financially, we were holding our own.
2022 has been a different story. With unemployment at record lows and wages at alltime highs, the attendance in our support groups and our fundraising efforts have
both taken a hit. We are not only at pre-pandemic levels in both categories, we’re well
below 2019’s results. In some parts of the budget, we have to look prior to 2016 to see
similar financial support levels. The fact of the matter is this: our fundraising and our
ministry activities have raised significantly less than anticipated. Despite our best
efforts, including cutting spending to its core, we have spent about $45K more than
we’ve taken in so far this year. Thankfully, we’ve had cash to fall back on, but this trend
cannot continue long or those reserves will be depleted.
Would you consider giving an extra gift at this time to bridge the gap until Christmas?
Do you know anyone believing in our mission who could help meet the need? The
$45K needed now represents 15% of our annual budgeted need. It is significant to us!
Maybe your company offers matching grants to employees’ favorite charities? Maybe
you’ve recently received an inheritance or other windfall, a portion of which you could
share? We need your creativity and support more than ever.
Please pray with us about this need, listening for God’s voice. Do whatever He says.
We believe He’ll provide just what we need just when we need it, not more, not sooner. We trust Him.

Fall Auction
Register now to join us for the auction!
In-person event with brunch:
$20 per person (includes online ticket)
Sat, Sep 24, 9:00am - noon
Online auction:
$10 per person
Sat, Sep 17 - Sat, Sep 24
The deadlines have been extended, so
be sure to visit the website for all the
details and to sign up.
Invite a friend, buy your tickets, and
we’ll see you there!

Prayer Requests
Praise God for His work in summer
participants’ lives, bringing hope and
healing to their hearts.
Praise God for continuing to connect
us with new participants and opportunities to minister.
Pray for fall participants, that God
would strengthen and encourage
them through the new semester of
ministry group activities.
Pray for our finances, that we would
fully trust God to move on our behalf
to provide what we need according to
His Will.

Ministry Calendar
Aug 12-14: The Summer Strive course
completed their annual Confront at
Wilderness Fellowship in Wisconsin.
Aug 28: Dan, Scott, and Wendy
presented part 1 of Distinctions to
Hope Church in Wantage, New Jersey,
via Zoom.
Aug 30: CalebSpirit attended the
Minnesota State Fair
Sep 17: Online auction begins!
Sep 24: Fall Auction event!
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